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Letters 



EDirORFAL ON J. P. 



Sir, 



I whole henrtedly congratulate you for 
yoitr ctJikirial on JP in October issue of 
1'reeihaug.hi. However, I beg to diiTer 
wiih you when in ihc concluding para of 
the sejd edi:onal you liEive e^liortcid 
rationaJists to record their act mi ration for 
J. J^ for his r£tio3!ulist learning, sectuse JP 
had long before h\<. death ctep^iried from 
rationsilisini ;iTi(i Wri?^ knnwn tii have rever- 
sed to .he illusory belief of ihc eJtislcncc of 
jHiLiscjTy ^tid and suptirnauial poMfyr, vvlitic- 
of he, time iind itgain had made public 
nisinjfcstation. To lop it^ he was reported 
ta hnvo rcs■Oft^:d lo worsJiiping sciinc of ihc 
noii^riousl^ kr.ov,j\ godmcn. Thus he h&s 
dcLilt a crushing blow to the scientific 
temper and alli.>wcd himseir to the 
exploited hy tie CiipiialifLL chss for perpe- 
lUiidnf thetr exploitation of the people iind 
therehy done great ^ariu to the obtuse of 
rationalism. 

Y, A, Lokhandwak, Eomljay 



RFVTVAirSM INAMER[CA 



Sir, 



J have jufil received the Angt^Kr 79 fs^iip 
of FRFEFHOUOHT. I hflvc found it 

csirtriitly iruerc^siing and usel\jl. Especially 
interes!ing wai th? mention of the problem 
of asirolopy^ 

Unforlundtcly, aslrnlogy is making some- 
thFiig of a CLjmebiick Y.eie \n the United 
Stales. As recently as fiflet^n ye,irs ages, jt 
was, only practise J by a stnalj ignorjtnt 
minoriiy. Musi Arncriijans would hiive 
laughci.i at the very idea Now it is again 
a controversial issue, la my opiiii;>n this 
is bec&usc the a3trolf>gers h^vc teamed to 
be ''Sciemific". No kfiown fact about 
planetiiry mo^^emcnt is denied, they even 
use the positton?^ of planets discovered in 



modern limes in iheir "cafculjlions". Ft' 
is act diifTii:uk tu ton^iruct a nonsiuns*^ 
sentence that soLnds like sicience. Thus iti 
is that people who Jiave stime knowledge 
of science arc sucJccd Into a belie T jii 
aitroJogy. The end resuli is tin? sanii: as 
even the enrichment of a^troloj-ersi. 

The issue of reli^on in the public 
(i c. state financed)! schools is also not 
dead Jn the United Slates It h true rhar 
the outright tesdiing of religion i& illegal 
and thai public ^lavcr has long Eiux'i 
abolished, Howevcf, the t Kicking 
evolution is still an issue. E\'oliilioji 
been taught in public schools offarrd 
for over one hundred years, but only h 
some localities. Until the nineteen sisti 
wben sudi laws were decbrded untonstitu- 
tiona-, many states of the United Slates 
still iiad a nti -evolution Jaws. As yoti can 
see, eoniidL-rahlE! prngress has been m:idef 
but there are still places, including the 
entire m;iIc of California, whc;re divine 
creation is again taught .is .in ''equally 
valid" alternative totheEhisory ofevolutjon. 
Vai ious 'TunjJaimrntuliM" Chri&iiar groups 
are .igtt:Ulns to have thfs introdufcd into 
the off id ill cjrricula of all school disiritts. 
TKey muke no secret of the fact ihat this, 
is ;i first step toward tfie eventual elimi- 
nation of the teaching of evolution. 

I find it very difficult to explain the 
present revival of "fundamentalism" 
in the Utiiled States. A phoney ^rnpeal i* 
p:itriotisni is made, that the "fuunding 
fiiihci^ " of i]bc USA were L-hrisiian. They 
were in fact mil nly free-thinkers hut this 
seems iasuflicJent explanation. I hnive 
given the qutati^m much thought, Tlicrc 
are nany p^rsfins who w I! retreat inui 
supernatural ism at the sligh est adversi-y. 

r look forward with great anticipation to 
your nesi issue, and hope I have hcen 
informative, 

Sjlooion Taibi, New York, (U.S.A.) i 
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TASK AHEAD 

RationaHist Broihers and Ssieis, 

During the Year 1979 I he riivifinallst 
movement in India, while gaining ground 
at a number of places hitherto untrDdden, 
has been confronted on tbe one hand with 
onslaught or obscurantist forces such a? 
R, S- S , Jamat-^'Islam nnd Orisrian 
Ckrgy which have unequivocally, jointly 
a? well as severally, openly pledged to 
fight vigorously all atheist organisations, 
manifestations, programmes and person dli- 
ties at all stages^ including elections Tor 
Panchayats, State LcgisLitive Assemblies 
and Loksabha— and, on other hand —by the 
fisasiparious tendencies on the ascen deuce 
within the rationalist movemenT. 

Such a erave situation demands sheJding 
off complacency on the part of every true 
rationalist, nurturing the notion that he or 
she* himself or herself, is imbued wiih irye 
atheistic rationalist knowledge and convic* 
Tii0^l!^ dnd therf^fnre has nn impregnable 
shell arourid him or herself agaii>:^t iii tacks 
of Lin scientific and ir:"ational bcisers. This 
h proverhially an ostrfcli-like attitude, 
which does not btcome of a rationalist. 

The emphasis on true nttionalism is 
Imperalivc, as qtiitc a few parade them- 
selves a;; r^tionatisis equating Buddha, 
Dayanand, and Mansur with rationalista 
nnd their cu'.t^ with rationalism. This is 
utier "allacy ano as absurd as the acts of 
those irymg to purposefully hoodwink the 
people. eqnntinB their illasory religious 
faiths with scientific socialism. True 
rationalism Is only atheistic rationalism 
and none other. 

A good musician, singer or spcrtsmfin 
spends everyday considerable time in the 
Contd in ptg* 34$ 
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ALL INDIA RATIONALIST 
STUDY CAMP 

Mr. Avtija Samba siva Rao, Tonner Chief 
Justice or The A, P High Co un inaugurated 
[iie All India R^LionaJisi Stuciy Camp at 
Andhm Vidyalaya rnllojre, Hyderabad on 
1st December, 19"^^ He expressed the 
vlcvf tlidi Religion hits become a formi- 
dable iistrlifnait of oppression. He 
called for & close look ai the role pJayed 
by religion and examination of tlie^ fujida- 
mental concepts of rthgion. He added, 
"We must cultivate and sustain a rat onal 
and sdentific approach to our life and 
problems " tie appealed to the socially 
conscious and piogressii'e minded pcr&oita 
to spread the rMtirnT.alisi jappronch ind uho 
practise what they preach. 

Mr. K Fralapa Keddy, Chainnan of the 
Rece^ption Committee tvel coined the partici 
pants and ini^ited frank discussion ar the 
Camp. 

Mr, V A. Lokhandsv^la, the Frcsidcnl 
of the Indian Ralionalist Association dealt 
with ihe history of the Ralioniiist Move- 
ment and referred to the f&ur Divine 
Miracle Exposure Campaigns that have 
contrlbuicd to itie growth and the 
oTganisaton of the Mok'emiint utider 
th& auspices of thf Associiition. 

Mr, Damodartn cf Nuclear f-uel Com- 
plex spote on '■ Seience and Scienfifit 
Method ". Prof, I. C B. Abraham of 
Madurai ml ted on 'Evolution" and 
** Christ] anil y '\ He !*aid Jesu^ was the 
vieiim of the coirccpt of Messiah of the 
Jewish tradition Mr. Ravi pud j Vciikatiidri, 
Working Prciident o:*:he A P, Raljonali&i 
Aisociarion, in his erudiie speech, isrought 
out th& fait snat Soul" is rot to b~ found 
in Life or life processes, Mr. Dinesh 
Ncttar gave d aJk on ^'Universe and 
Quantum Merhanie.-s " ;tnd submitti^d lhat 
tKf theories being propai^ated by th^ religi- 
mift fiuTidrt^ that God is siibstantiatcd 



by Quantum Mechanics are false. Whih 
bridjging out the rclationfhip betwccf 
Astronomy and Astrolosy. he dthunkec 
the false clajmi of Astrology. Mr 
P, A. Choiidarjr portrayed the aaUm poinw 
of Bertrand Russelis Philosophy with 
reference to several anecdotes of RiJs&eH> 
life. Ms- S V. Vusundhra in her 1uc:d 
paper had dealt v^iih 'Rimtly' in the 
uumcxi of Rationalist ifi ought. She out- 
lined the tTiemendnii'; waste of time onerey 
and money by the family members on 
account of religious practices, Mr. ■ 
N. V. Brahmtm delineated Rationalist 
Morality. Mr N. Tnnaiah, speaking on, 

pyna™t:& of Ideas ', pleaded forar open 
mind. Mr. A. Suryanaray^na, General 
Secretary oFthe fndian Rational st Assod- 
atjon waned against the Supcr^tiiipn 
and Blind Faith prevalent in the Present 
socfeTV. 

Dr. P. M. Bhargava. CcHular Biolcg^^st 
of The R.R. Labs, brought ott clearly the 
several points of contradiction beLweeo 
Biology flnd Dogma. He stated that caste 
has no biological foundation. He added 
' the greatest dinger to racionalism is frotn 
(he clever effort ™ the part of the persons j 
who believe in Doema to shoH that y^-hat- 
cvct was and by religion was symbolic and 
was not opposed to ^icience ". H^ affirmed 
that the cnntradictton betweeri Science and 
Dogma cannot be nscoridled. 

Mr. M V. Ramamiiity. ivho also spol^e 
on Secularism, Atheism and Humanism, 
official cd as flit: Director of Studies. 

Ms. M. V. Stihhamma propesed the vo[c 
of thanks. 



POP£ BLESSEf] fflM— 
TD DEFEAT! 

Mr. Arvind Bala Pajatior of the A.LA. 
D. M K. Party, a Christian who was 
Petroleum Mintucr in tt;e Charan 
Sin^h Cabinet met ihe l>ope prior to 
the recent elections, and was blessed. 

No woiiLcr thiit the erstwhile miniuer 
was defeated in the elections f 
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BOMBAY RATIONALIST 
ASSOCJAirON 

The Sixth Annua] General Body Mesliiig 
of the Bombay Raiion^lisi Associaiio^ 
^as held on Sunday, the 25tli November 
1979, ai Dadar, Bombay, under the 
ctiiiirmanr^hap of Mr. Y, A. Lokhaiidwala, 
the Prestdent, where at the Report and the 
audited accounts were unadmciisly passed 
and the f^^llowing ofRc^ beaicm and 
nicrmbers of the Managing Committee for 
tbe vurrcnt year wc/e unanimously elected : 

President 
Mr. AbraJiam Solomon 

Vicc-FresLdents 
Ml. M. A. Raue 
Mr. G. Viswaaatfcan 
Mr. M. K. Samart 

Genh Secretary 

Mi. M. K. Hajeevan 

Jt. SccretaricK 

Dr, R. K, Joshi 
Mr. M. K. Anandan 

Treasurer 
Mf. T. K, tiaburapn 
Members of Mana£ing Committee 

Messers. 
Rd^hnij Desai, 
S. K, Ariat, 
V. K. Gupte, 
N. S Sftlani, 
P. R. MiLEkundaDj 
G. N. More* 

£, Krishnan and Y, A Lokbandwal^r 
• » - ■ » 

RATIONALrST MEETfNG AT 
NELLORE 

Th'S ITI R^tionalht Public Meeting was 
held on 4-11-79 which was presided *rvcr 
by Dr E. Rajagopal Reddy, President of 
N, D, R. A. 



Mr, Lavanan, Director. Atheist Ontre, 
Vijayawada, spoke on 'Atheism— Theory 
and PracticcV lie also aiiiwcrcj a number 
of f^ueslions. 

Smi. Her.ialata Lava nan ipokc on '\nc 
Women and tht desirable changes'. 

Mr, p. Bhimarma, Secretary oT the 
y. D. R. A. first we[com^ the giestj and 
finally proposed a vote of thanks. 

The meeting was attended by norc than 
1200 members. 

—P. Bhj manna. Nellore 

B. E. L. RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION 
INAUGURATED 

The InatJgural Punctioa of the B. E, L, 
Rationalist Association was held on 2nd 
December, 1973. 

Mr Ueechi while inaugurating the 
Association emphasised the nted to neglect 
caste and religion which discriminate 
between Human beings. He also appealed 
to the per.ple to read more Raticnaji^i 
literature and to have Freethitiking without 
siubjugHLlng to the authority of scripture. 

Mr. Vr 1. Raj^ckh^ra ShcEty, G^ncfaj 
Sccretaiy, Karnatalca Rationalist Associa- 
tion appreciated the stepi taken to Tonn 
the A£&f>eiation, Mr. A. M Dharmaltngjim, 
President. Karnataka Rationalist Asiocta- 
tion presiikd over the function. Prof. 
Hypno dernonstrRled his hypngtic s^hoiv 
which proved that only illusion ^nd hallitc}- 
nation create 'miracles'. 

Mr. C G, Nagappa, Qcncrai Secretary 
or the Association welcomed Ue gathering. 
Mr R. E, Murthy, President of the Asso- 
da t ion introduced the dignitarjcfi and 
ciJlice brarers. Mr. T. Nagarej; Vice- 
Presicieril, proposed a vote of thanks^ 

— Cr G. Nagtippa, Bangalojc. 

01 R HOLY^ GANGES 

A team of enviroamentalists has reportftj 
&iM the G^nga is unfit even for bathing in 
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the Canards region and that some people 
jsinp its waters are affected by skin di teases. 
This silLiation ts due to ihe large quantity 
i>f sewerflge emptic-d into llie riv*^r near 
Ihtit pTJeritn city on lop of the contamina;- 
imn Eirijiin^; from the burning or dead 
bocfks TiCiir Mfinjtcarnjka Ghat. 



.SCHOLAR URGES MUSLIMS TO BE 

MODERN 

BtlKUI; While AyotolJah Khomeni 
piilh the Arab world toward Islamic 
funda mental Jsm a plucky LebancsL* sthoJar 
iiB» stunned his slleni colleagues by 

areiifne that Muslims must forego some 
dictates of the past aud usher thdr great 
religion into the irtgdcri) a^c. 

There is notiiiii^ in the Kt>ran that 
niandai^is stoning to death or public 
f o^ginf! of adulterers or chopping off the 
liands of thieve*; interest on batik deposits 
h not u&UTJOus, and Muslim women can 
marry Chritans or Jews, says Shdk 
Abdullah Alayli Theei^ punishments arc the 
tnaAJmum tec4:ii mended by The Muslim 
holy hook and should not he summarily 
meterf out to fir it, or even sec^ind offenders, 
he says. 

The balding, bespectacled scholar has 
fi>rrn:ilis«l his views ifi the firit volume of 
a biwk entitled, *Vhere lies the error ? A 
oorrjgendiiin of musundir standing and a 
TCtiovation vantage.'* 

Shlitc Muslim followers^ of Khtimini, 
Iike5)hdk Muhaninied Fadallah ofL&banon, 
huve condemned Aiayli* work iis 
"whimsical^ devoid of any Koranic just i ft- 
catjon." Others have labdiedhim '*marxist'\ 
AJayli clear ly reliiihcii the scholarly battle, 
ram nni being in vent j vie ncr am F try i rag to 
fabricate any easy iioTutiotR. * said the 60 
yirar old scholar sfr[ing on cushions on the 
door of his hone here, h^Kilf!^ piled high 
around him. "You may call my boob an 
attempt to rediscover a great religion." 



TORTURING PRISONERS 
rt is hard to say who are the bigger 
cricninals in this country— the law — enforce 
lueiit autliorjLii^^ or ite law— breaking 
community. 

The methods the police uies to extract 
bribe from culprits have been wetl-tnoivn^ 
specially after torture was used aga^insl 
political priscnen during the Ettiergency 
and gruesome stories got widely publicised. 

A recetit case of the torture of a prisoner 
in Delhi's Tiharjail by a warder who waa 
trying to extort money from him, citne to 
light when it was brought to the nodce of 
the highest CHniirf in the country. 

The petition, on Kehalf of the victim, 
was written by SuniL Batra, an educated 
yuuiigiitcr why has tieen convjcTCd iti the 
tiotoridius batik van robbery ca.Sie and 
sentenced [o d&ath. In the pitition^ it was 
alleged thai the priwncr, Prcrn Chand, 
was taken to the punishment cell by warder 
Maggar Singh who tortured him *'by 
inserting a halo n- like stick with cliilJi 
povder sprinklffli on it inio Prem Chand's 
anus upto the depth of four incheii as a 
result of which the anus Avas ruptured*'. 

The concerned justices appointed 
advocates as amicus^ curat of the Court to 
investigate the case. The advocates have 
found that the allegation^t are true and a!so 
that the wardsr Maggar Singh had been 
aftcj the vktiin to pay Rs, 500,'- to him. 

The pri.^oner, Prenichand, has heen 
extremely lucky to have his case taten up 
by the Sup-eme C&urt There a re thou sands 
of convicts in jaili wtio arc subjecird to 
to rtu IPCS by the *inafia ' cons s tin r of fail 
staff and the privileged hardened criminals. 
None of rbtm have any outM to tell thtir 
sad stories. The Stipreme Court judges 
had the grace to treat the petition a& a 
haKj*s corpus. In any of the lower 
courts, the peiition would have been lost 
in red tape or procedural wrangles. 

In all imponatit centres, we used to have 
Prisoners* Aid Societie.«i which looked after 
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the welfare of prisoners aad ex-prisoners. 
These societies appear to have becyirn; 
defunct. Ther? is an urgent need to revive 
them wherever they existed and lo csta,b]]&h 
flew oufis wLtievei iJiey didn't. 

The \ocBi Rar Assni-iaiinns :%hnuld take 
ihe lead in the ma-.ter since their mecnbera 
are conjiamly in (ouch with priswncis as 
well as the admingstralion iind th« courts. 
— Ccurtesy - Ca'avan 
October, 1979. 
* * * 

THE ^' U — Y " CONTROVERSY — 
A RACIAL UNDERTONE? 
Mddiafj, Dec, G — The 21 ^car old 
dephant, beloniiAe to the Varadaraja 
Len]|>Le, Kancheepuram isdead^ even ds m 
appeal i^ pending in the Supreme Court 
over the type of Vaishnaviie mark 
(Namam) tliat is to be inscribed on its 
body. 

The controversy and the subsequent 
litigation o^^er a decade^ as to the type of 
the Vaishnaviie eymbol to b* applied^ 
whether Vadagalai or Tbengalai, have thus 
been given a quietus. 

Dought in "he Nilambur forest at ihc 
age of aboyt six by the trustee of the 
temple, Mr. R. T. Thatachari, withfinan- 
dot aasiEtaic« from Kis HalinesA Sri mad 
Andavan+ the elepiiant became a subject of 
controversy. As ii grew^ tlie Vadagalai 
sect following the the:! prevailing rrjirijrjnn 
affixed the Vadagalai mark. Resentment 
over ihis niade ihc Thengalal sect take Uie 
i<t!iuc to court. 

Having lost the suit in lowrr courts, ihe 
Vadagalai reprcsetitativcs appealed to the 
Miidras High ToQ-t which, pendirtgils fira! 
disposal, struck a via media and ordered 
the affitaUjn of Vadagalai and ThsMi^alai 
namams ii <^Itemative weeks. As the 
ultimate \erdpct went in f;ivour of the 
ThcngiiUi *cct, ibc matter Wiis ukcn to ihc 
Supreme Coun The iLnirriiil hticl not been 
behavidg for ihe past six months and fell 
sick ubout 3 monlh ago. 

Comments: No wonder the Elephant 
became f^ick of the Namams and Ihe 



people fightipg fflr the type of namam to 
be marked on it. It is surpnsing tbat ihe 
followers of '.hesc seels have not yet be- 
come sick of their own ridicuiou!; practices. 

But t^e real contention bctvrccnihe secis 
has a racial undettonc; a.9i Ramariuja. their 
Common j^tron saint convered :nany nr»n- 
briihiiijiii into ^ Brabiiiiiisi ' tu au^rncni ihc 
vaishnavitc tribe! These converts forming 
part of the Thengaiais were resented by the 
Vadag^laij cktming superior lincAg&i The 
foimer's caste mark or namam resembles 
the English alphabet Y whereas the 
Latver^s the alphabet LI. 

* * * 

CATHOLIC MOTHERS^ PROTEST TO 
TERESA 

Mother Teresa's vicwj on family plan- 
ning are no doubt her personal belief^i. 
But she is forgetting the miHions of rndian 
mcthere who ar« happy that there is kg«- 
lised abonion today. 

If we can harness Nature to serve us, 
and kill harmless animals to feed u% what 

13 SO wrong about getting rid of a formless 

cell, which would otherwise have seen a 
ilitW death brougtit on by poverty, starva- 
tion and disease? Bless you Mother Teresa 
for your wonderfuil works bu[ 'No.* for 
your utterances on family plantiing which 
we Catholic i^orking mothers do not share, 
in this twentieth century^ 

Mrs. Patsy Coutinho and others 

■- Tinte.i itf tndi^ 

* * • 

PRIEST'S PERVERSE TIRADE 

The Bi'hop of Madras ctn Friday appealed 
lu the Cliiistiati dectoiate aot to vole for 
any party which questioned the existence of 
God in the ccmiitg Lot Sabha elections. 

Ho said all Christians would be nsked to 
e.'cercise their franchis* without fail. Most 
of them had not bothered to cast their 
\o:es In rhe past elections. 

The biihop said he would advise the 
Chrislians t(j suppcrl only such pa-ties 
vvhich clearly promised in thejr trleclion 
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ntajiJte&to«s ^hat a I] concessions now bejn^ 
given to Hjirijiins would be extended to 
Hahjan Christianas as wefL 

Co'fiiti^nt : A few days ago 3. meeting 
of certain ohscumntbt Muslim leathers and 
veDomou^ R-S^^. leaders w£s hclc In 
Boflibay, whereii the same perverse tirade 
against Rationalists was vehemently echoed. 
ThertPofe, it is high time, that Ralionnlist^ 
wake up from their slumber, dose up their 
rank*! and force ^ united front against th~ 
oislaughts Oil them by the reJigioti^ 
fanatLCS. 

— Y. A. Loktiandwa]a, 3oniba>. 

* ■ ■ 

CRASH OF THE CROSS 

A heavy iron cross was blown over by a 
giLst of wind and crashed to the ground 
nsar Pope John Paul as he cele'srattd masi 
today on his first visit to Italy's iniFoverish- 
«a soutR. The Pontiff took two ^wift steps 
backward but the cross, mounted nn ;i 
tripod on the podJutti outside the sanctuary 
of the Madouim of llie Ro&iii j^, fdl awav 
from him. 

"Tliink God, the wind was blowing the 
oihcr way, otherwise it might have hir the 
Holy Father/' one prieei said, The 
Archhis^hop of Vaples, Cardinal Corradip 
Ursin quickly lifted the cross but within a 
minute the wind Mew it nver again This 
tiiue iwo ;iltar-boys picled it up a ltd l»re 
It away. 

— Tin-.es of Fiidia. 

EYt-SiCjH! UK WOMEN 
A woman iiiijEJudy poLictH all s^ortj of 
things a man doesn't. Say the cut of a 
skirl or a. new hair style. 

put, Epeakin^ seriously, there are 
tihjettive tiifferencei between tiie tiye-sighl 
of iren and women. A woman's eye 
preserves a visual image longer after it has 
been retflt^ved fron^ her field of vision, 
Womc^n can endure bright light better than 
men and at the- samt: thnc sec better in dim 
lighu especially in ihc oranpe and red 
colour spectrum. 



Now, if poets had known all thai, they 
would surely have dedicated even more 
'divine* poems to those 'divine' fsjualc- 
eyes 

* . * • 

A SENSA nONAL DrSCOVERV 
Life on earth appcari^l not 500,000 year* 
ago as was formerly believed, but KGDO 
miTLon or even l.CkCO million years ago. 
This conclusion was made by ^eologist^ 
who studied ancieni sedimenis on our 
planet, in which they discovered traces of 
Ltn known micro-organiGms in solid rock 
formiiig the original dry iaitd. This 
sensiltional discovery was recently made 
in an extradetp weTl drilled to a depth 
<if 9.670 metres in the north of the USSR. 

* • m 

UNHOLY ALLIANCE OF HOLY' 
PEOPLE 

A: an inter com n-.unily social get to|jethtr 
orjiantscd by ihe Rashtriya Swayamscvak 
Sangh at Raja Shivali Vidy.il;jya, Hadar. 
BoTTibay on 25-10-79, ^^here vurious 
tojEiJiiujiJIy IcEiderii spcks, iht Luam of 
Bombay. Maulana Gjlaiti Nadvi. urged 
iifl LX>mm unities tn unite for opposing 
athci^ini, vvhich was hindering rnordliiy, 
truth rulnesii an J the develonmcnt of the 
cou r t ry . I f every I nd ia n f u II o w c^ ? h i s o wn 
religion honeatly, ^fociol imhnltinrcs wouM 
be removed, he said 

<ommeni : Bird;^ of a fttither, fly 
logc" h cr. M u fjli m (1 n d K ' i idu t: biicjr a r ( i &t j. 
have joined hands to oppose tte Primal 
Truth-Atheism The idea cf an illusory 
god and the religious bHiefs wnv^n amund 
it is u monsirouii fraud being perpetrated 
on human mind for thou^nds of years, 
ATI true Ri^tiortaliits should ta^l:,s up the 
challenge t>f the obBCtirantist forces anii 
f^ce it unitedly. 

— Y, A Lot han d iva [a . Presidtrt t , IRA . 

* * * 

A 'MIRACLE' EXPLAINED 
This i> wi[h rcfcronce to a report in your 
daily paper ' rhristian martyr's hlocnJ 
liquefies,' Sir Julian Husky [he well 
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t>io]ogist gives an interesting 
Account of the miracle in his Memoirs. 
Hi.\ley writes : ''I was lucky lo see the 
JiqiieniCTion of 5c. Jatiurius' blood, which 
takes placftfi twice yearly His ihurch ^as 
pa^^Iced, with a special enclosure preserved 
To I the iiiint's 'paremr or relatives. 

The sRJnt's coagulaifsd bJood was 
brought up from the crypt contained in a 
acdred glass tube wi^hrn a splendid 
monstrance, and held up hy the officiating 
pik'^X, facing an acclyte buldjng a Jarge 
carnJlc. Afiui u minute or so, he reserved 
the reliQUtry but the reddisli mass staved 
solid, and the priest scfkmnly intoned 'Son 
Liquesvre' the bJood is not liquefy ingn 
The process was repeated sei/eral times. 
Without Jfquefaction. 

' Th* aafnt'a rcld lives began to get 
impjitient. Inster^d orient le implorations: 
"Dear San Cennaro, pltase llquefv your 
w&ndtrful hUod,' and th;: like— they 
became my re and niiSre peremptory^ and 
eventually were threatening their patron, 
even shatin^ tJieirfi&ts. 'Liquefy your blank 

blank blood, or else / they were 

shouTing ; far it is very unJucty for the city 
and :lli its in habi taints if the 'miracle' fails 
to occur/' 

At last, however, the priest proclaimed 
the auspjdoui word, 'Liqjescc.* The 
* pa tent:' screamed for joy, th? general 
congrciailori crossed themselves and 
shouted, whdesnmp? respi^ctabk gentlemen 
went down on their knees or waved their 
top hats. 

"The obvious explanation o( the 
'miracle' h that; when the substance is 
brought from the tool Crypt and exposed 
to tie heat of a large candle fn a crowded 
place, it mdts. But how the priest 
rcgulattij t^ic liniHi; bcPorc the licuefjiclion 
takes place we do not kno^v, pcrhans hy 
varving tht* distance b&ttvccn the blood 
and the candJe/* 

Nced:essto say, Huxie> was as Bernard 
Shaw put it, ^brought up as a natural 
tvlectioaist." 

— A Lettff it ike Ti/nes f>f India 
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practice of his art to kee^f hj;nsclf fit foj 
I he jjb he ehcrif^L^fi dear to his heart 
Likewise, every rati oia list should 
necesiari[y devote at :e^st an hour e^^t^ry 
day for rearfini and digesting upto date 
ratiomlist Jiieraiure and/or to revjae wn^u- 
cT^cr he has earlier read, so that he may be 
amply armed wjth sc.eatif.i: kno^vJtidjjti t^f 
hi J convictions and be well-groomed to 
boldly fdce any iiraiionaJ argiuments and 
situations he is cjnfronted with. He must 
not be swayed mere]y by slogans, but be a 
mitch to meet the ar|umcatj and views 
advanced by believers in wrongful deftnce 
of their illusory beliefs. 

Rationalist intellectuals and theorists 
should discard their ivory-tower i^ttliude 
and condescend to effectively disseminate 
thiJir learned vievfs among as vast a section 
<if people as possible^ in a janguiigc that 
would disillusion ihem of their misbeliefs. 

Every rationalist should consider himself 
or herself a missionary charged with the 
hktoncal a&signiiL<:ntof streruoLsly striving 
to convince as manypeo:)le around him tis 
possible of rationalist views and to bring 
thrm in thefoJd of ra:iona|iji organitations. 
He or she should always consider hims4:lf 
or he rself a const a n1 crusader a g ai n st i he 
unholy and mifidenrific atdtudes, views. 
preachings and practices of the believers 
in the ilJuiiury exlsiencs of super natural 
po^erand nonsenses woven around it. 

One of : he world's greatest rationalists. 
Murx, has aptly said that religion is the 
opiumof the masses. The appal ling carnage 
that tlie religinm have treated h^f: rtghtly 
prompted John Adams, the second President 
of ihc United States to espreis 'This would 
be the best of all possible worlds, if there 
we:e no religion iti it". 

Rationalists! Rise to the occasion sind 
equip yourselves to fulfil the historic task 
of upholding the prim.il truth— Atheistic 
Rationalism. 

— Y. A Lokhap^dwalH. KLimbiy. 
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Readers' Forum 



ALL rRRATlONAL KADrO 
Sir, 

This is villi p&TUcular reference to ihe 
Tricbiriapalli rtidi^? atation conducicd dally 
:tl 320.51 meters (^36 khz I wave, medium 

It is a pity that the radio, which is the 
i:^utcaiiifr of a sciciitilic iuvifiitioji is 
tieing widely misuficd. Our age old illu- 
^lana contitiue to pkgut the All India 
Radio. A regular listener can never be 
lecoTicileU with the jjTatiouaEity uT AIR- 
TRirHY, which ha^i its nwn way nf 
presenting some of the programmes. 

DEVOTIONAL PROGRAMME 
The early rncming progrjmTne begins 
wiiLi dirvotiuiia] pju|^aijiijit::t tiLe 'Ncii' 
vilalfkam ^ ' Suprabhatham ' etc. ' Ntri- 
viliikkanii ' olfcrs explanation of dlkarmic 
erodes formzcl centuries ago, not analysing 
the correciness, n^sonabihty and st^daJ 
wJevsincie of the *iame. 

Sjprahhiithiim i^lhe dcu>tiofial awaken- 
ing of the Lord fciy singing hyrnns. Tew 
people listen to it, Fe'-ver untie rstand what 
those partTCular up* and doi^n* sung In 
Sanskrfl verse n.can. Most people prefer 
to listen til our niodcrn film songs. It is 
perhaps ar. effect ve and proven practice 
to brain-wash in the tarljr ffln^rnin^ hnurs 
with devotional projuramtnes. Weak and 
peuimijtic minds respond ruMy io this 
hruinWiiiih. 

SfRVlCE NRWg 

In tbc early mornings does (hf word 
' sevai " mean only ihe sery'iee to the gods ? 
In i: we hear information regarding ntvals, 
tcTcmonics that would be conducted on 
thai day ut various places to very many 



gods, includirig the repeated weddings for 
the same god -couple weekly, monthly or 
yearly. And these are called * Sevai 
SeithigaP or Service News and thci« iih a 
particular time a ]lotti^d in AIR-Trichy for 
daily broadcast otthb ' sevai." 

FILM SONGS 
Files songs are broadcast to entertain 
the li&tcncis, but ths bru^du^ateni hiivc 
their Own way in iriJM!l £nrfs even in them, 
rt has become a usual custom with them 
that the first song invariabJy is a prayer 
song. Tlic jiiorniug prc*grammc tff film 
songs -lever ftscapft this pattern. The AIR.- 
Tri(;hy may be dominated by the devotees 
of the said god but still they cannot impose 
t1i€ir god on the otber listeners-ivho too 
pay tanes Tor Lh^ programme. 

MOURNING PERIODS 
Declaring moutning^ is another instance. 
It is irrational to carry on the mourning 
week long to the Ijsteners^ Tbey impose 
mourning m films songs too^ by broadcast- 
ing only tragic songs, What eJtect does it 
miilice whfn fl ijnrig echses fa. lure in juve 
and i&lhsisi woefLiI— jusit becauiiic it is the 
week lo be remembered ^ hen a great man 
passed a^ay'* If the purpose is to inject 
tragedy in all the programmts of ihc week 
why leave news pro^ianmcs? They ^uii ,11s 
well convey only Iridic news all through 
the week of moumin| The worst part or 
ii is that there is & ptuthora of bh^ij^niSi. 
scriptural lectures and the rest during this 
period. 

Also the AIK broi\d casts many dramas, 
debates and dtscus&^oni; whicli seek 10 
perpetuate many useless social ceremonies 
and --iupcrstitiona. Rad-Q is for tlio bcuefit 
of the mas^es^ It should aim at ilieir 
progress. 

Tht^ tremendous potential of radio as an 
instrument of social change should not be 
lost sight -^f. But alas ! This potent fal is 
now totally wasted. 

— R. Chandrasekharan, S^alem 
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Who is a Rationalist? 



and miracles are natyrally out. And he is 
supposisd to dccice on issues, not as per 
iJie prompTjng? ortih erboticns^ but Dased 
on what hU reason telEs him. 



M. 3i (R.ikiA 



TTiere ^eeni«^ tft he a Iftt of confusion on 
who a rditionulist js. On wbai he is, and 
what h€ isnot^ And ori what be should be 
Thers arc !^yrI]^ why say timl. a. liitiujiaLi^t 
should perforce be si cominiini^t. Rut 
Ingersoll and Dr. Kovoor were not 
comtnunists. Prof Dharmalingam is not 
edbei'. At least one writer has complained 
tha^ Dr, Kovoor hiS not done the rationa- 
list tnovemcnt a favouT by being silent on 
his attitude to communism. 

Bit titen all communists need not be 
ratioralists. Th;rc are coirmu.iists who go 
t;> T;iii(jsthi and shave off their Ii&ir, There 
9Te fnnimimisti who dor black and trek 
to SabarimaJa. E. M. S., a fonner Chief 
MinisTer of Kerala, a Maixjst intellectual 
and the editor of 'Tcopli;"'s DcmtJcraii^f" 
\fsit« palani, \l said. He, it seems^ has 
yirotcsted that he was mere [y accompany ir.g 
his wife. But a rather difTicuUfare to lump, 
coming from an intellectual of E. Vf. S' 
calibre. It is not Lnown whether the I. R. A. 
subscribes to any line of political thought. 
It would be better if it doe&'nt. 

A rationalist is mpposed to be one who 
has a scientific attitude to things. He 
docs'nt believe in a conteut.on unless Lc 
haR verifiable evidence to sujiprtrt it. Gnd 



And, it is not at all necessary th&t all 
rationatists sliciuld ttilnk alike on gvery 
i££ue. Regimentation goes with communisin, 
hut never with rationalis^m. On the 
controversial Freedom of Religion bilJ\ 
rationalists in Kerala were sharply divided. 
While som* were for the bill, others were 
not. What was Interesting was that atleast 
one rationalist bearing a Christian name 
supported the bilij while most of those who 
opposed it vehemently hod Hindu names* 
The most interesting opinion that \jvas 
heard was that since the issue was regard- 
ing profits and losses dF organised retigions 
(a la numbcra), the rationnliat would do 
well to ignore the subject altogether. , 

It Is !tot desirable that TationaHsts should 
band themsiclves into a monolith, tightly 
Icnit organisation. There would be elbow 
room for a variety opinions^ and the Ass.o- 
cialion would do we:1 to sieer clear of :he 
sordid world of politics. 

There is one Issue that the Association 
mus.t certainly look into, Tn this horridly 
reli.^ious count ry^ r^i^" w^bo sia:es that he 
dos not believe in any religion, has to put 
up with a lot orinconveniences. He finds 
difficulty in getting admiesion for h]& 
children in the best schools- An Abu 
Ab-ahara may not face this problem. As 
this country's star cartoonist ind liberal 
thiaker, be la in a g]amomu$ class 
altogether. He had once written of his 
experience with school aulborilies. He had 
taken his daughter for 'adziisjion' to a 
CDUVcnt school. In the column meant for 
relfgioft, he had filled in 'none'* HeiiVas 
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mtnmoned by the Mother Superior. He 
was abte to convince her that he and his 
wife did jicit profess any religion and that 
theii child wa& fiee to choose what she 
wani£;d. or remain like them, whei ste 
jrewr oiii «noigh to decide. It was easy 
tot Abu. But for urditiar/ nurlab il miy 
act be such a c^ke walk. 

Pfiopb ^tolerated' Nehru's Godkssness. 
But seem to teseat jt wben they see ft in 
iJicir colleagues and relatives. 

Tlie L R, A. should give pubiicity to 
to tbat section of th« Constitution which 
gives the right to a dtizen not to profess 
«ny religion, ia case he is incEned that 
way. It gJiould be [iiadt: kn^^^n whether 
cur !aw6 pr4>tect a cittzen froir. haras&mcDt 
in case he refuses to fill the column meant 
for religion, in applications for jobs, in 
forms for 'entrance cxamiiia Lions* and in 
the numeTous forms that come to him for 
being filleid up. 

If there no previsions as yet, it is time 
that the AssDcistioi) did something on that 
front. To borrow a cliche, the rationalists 
are the most harassed minority in this 
CDtinLry, It is unfortunate that their woes 
and pecahar problems do not come whithin 
the purview of the Minorities Commissi on'. 

PA/e thank the authoi for his suggestions 
L R. A, had writhen to the former 
education aJmster Dr. P. C. Chunder and 
got an assurance that children cf 
ritioualitta will [i<?t b? discriminated for 
not professing any neligion. — Fdi ] 



TliB Chiisse tliis— worldliuess! 

In tha fOFtiai and fifties India tr^d 
China Uifd lo nsrp on "\h9 Qiear splrltwai 
affinity" between thanir In r««1jiy thera 
was iittiA spirituil a'fioit/ b*!siv««n Irdia 
and China fit i^ast for the last onb 
thousand YBsra. NcNihing ten be a 
greater contrast than the incurdbla thit- 
W3rldlirie&s of the Chinese and th* 
fncuirigibie Jlank«rtnc after aiottier world, 
in which Hindus. nr»d^ for th&t irptfir, 
ChrJttiani tnd Mutljnu indulgr 
Confucius letilad th^ Chin«s« p^ttain 
Drc« for all. Whdn ona ci hl« di&ciph*a 
askad him about the other world, hia 
raply was ; 'You do not know anyihing 
about this worFd, how can yyu kngw any- 
Ihino about the othar world ?" To another 
diieiple who asked him wh#th4if people 
■he u!d tarve tr»a gods, ha said : ~'rou do 

not know how to sard's your f*lfow m«n i 

how can you *erva tha godi ?' Agairr- 
whan ha wis atked vvhathar it w^s 
propsr to offer sacrifices ta tha godk, he 
mpViwi, 'By all rr«ans da. but keep IhaFn 
at arm's I'angth " 

This is what th* Chineie hiva baen 
doing from tin a Immemorial. Thay hsv» 
baen koaprng th&ir g^odi at a diitance, 
wftareis wa hava baen allowing than lo 
lni»rf«a in a very dotal la of our lif« from 
bPrth to daath, That Is perhaps wf)y The 
Chinala have tak«n mom avidiy than the 
Ir^dJans to th4 doctrlna that ^'raligion is 
the opiate ot the paopi* '\ Confucius 
wes d«bunksd by Mao Tse-tung but hia 
attitjds towards Ufa and daatfi persisted. 

K. P. S. MENON 
Comttsy I Tha Hfuetratod Wsekty cf 
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Bharatiya Sanskrit! 
and Non-Yiolence 



lands were supposed to be the rdigimij 
duty of tbe ruling class - the JCshalriyas. 
Violenpc was the ordtr oT tht day. 



A mirage has be«n created round the 
ancient Aryan culture that it is unique, it 
is the best, i! is the greatest and that it is 
based on non- violence and thai it is for the 
good of all creatures on earth. 



In die rouLllj cpuL'h uallcd K^liyug, 

trade and comraeiee had developed imiuea- 

sel^. The traders and mahajana used to 

make and unmake tings and often they 

^~?. 3) ^aiira fought violent battles kiHing thousands. 

But their main strength wa$ in their wealth, 
so usually ihty did not fight with violent 
weapons but wi(h violence hidden tinder 
the garb of non-violence because it is well 
known that wealth cannot be amaEB«d 
except by crippling some one^s oommer- 
cial interests or endangering his posJlioa 
in society. 



But tEie facts of history till a different 
itory It 1^ n«ithor unique, nor be&t, nor 
based on non- violence. It is tike the ot&er 
cuUures anywhere all over thi earth aid 
has always stood for the good of rulijig 
daEsee - not for the exploited class, rot 
for Lhe good of all creatures on eirth. 

Let ue Be« tie various epochs of history 
described by the histoijans of Indliin 
history ; 

la tbe first epoch known as Satyug or 
the golden age, there were no classes^ ill 
men and women were equal, life was 
simple and natural, dominated by Mother. 
The food was obtained mainly by hunting; 
wild animals, Some persons had started 
thinking about natuje and were caJkd 
rishis. 

Id the se^^odd ard third epochs knt^wn as 
Treta and Dwapar, the landlnrd!^ and kings 
had taken possession of land and father 
had taken control of the family. So the 
people and the womeEi were almost sla^e- 
like. Every property belocged to the 
landlord or king. To fight ami conquer 



From the above history of India, it will 
becleiir iKiii (here is nothing unique in the 
Hindu or Aryan dvilizati on Ei^ery coun- 
try in the world has passed through the 
same or similar stages thoughi at places the 
period of each eptjch has varied. 

Now oaserving these epochs i little 
minutely it will be seen that nobody c^fct 
ha!; prnhibtted violence and that the diet of 
Indian people has been mostly r.os^ 
vegetarian r People in the golden age lived 
by hunting and Ushijig. People in Treta 
and Dwapar epochs were also meat eaters 
as is seen from the following references : 

King Rantidev uted to slaughter c^ws 
and used to eat the nieat which wii aho 
served to Brahmms. When m,^it m-i-s not 
enough, the cooks u^ed to a^k B 4^. ± m to 
be satisfied with meat soup. 

The rishles Parashat, '/aisiianip , i t 

Vyas were all fisli eaters There i^ . .; -ijy 
in Mahabharat of ^ sh 'O^i.' ■* 'i 

mtat. Bfief was served , :vii^ of 

Kalpanpad. Beef was a.. ■-■ :& Aga^'yj. 
at bis brother's plag<« 
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Even tumans were eatm and Narmedh 
Yapas weie performed Bhima adualJy' 
kiJIed Dufhasai] and draok liis blyyU-thcii 
only be iest«d. 

Now in Kaliyug - the story is the same. 

Ayurveda describe& good and bad quali- 
tie5 of meats of all ariinials.. How would 
the author know it iinkss he had been 
e&tifii them? 

The greatest apostle of non violmce the 
histnry has ever know - Shree Mahavir - 
is mentioned to have eaten flesh cf a 
pigeon killed by a male cat in ttie feouse of 
his female devotee Revati. 

Both Buddha and Mahavir - the e^catesi 
c!jampions of non-violence in alJ history- 
were meat eatais, BuadJia is known to 
have died after eating slale flesh of a pig. 
r*)ne ol them has ever preached noii- 
cafingof meat. Tliey have onlv preached 
not lo fcilJ for pleasure's sake or carelessJy. 
So IS ihe contention of tlie saint Parasnath. 
Once he had been out for hunting. Moan- 
wjiije the ting of Kalinga had kdnaped his 
wijc Prabhavati. FaraanatJi invaded his 
territory and brought hack hi & wife. 

All these sainti^ had never decried 
violence in invasions for so caHed justice's 
sake - or iw killing for pfocunng food. 

J In the holy Jain bcok, Up'flgsa, tiere is 
the story that the wife of a mercbfint used 
to gtt cow's flesh from her mother and 
eat It. DharmanaTid Kaisaiabi vvrJies that 
there are definite mstmctionsin the Buddha 
religioas boots that the male or female 
rnonks should not aetrcpt alms of ihurny 
fish or bony flesh as there is very little 
rourshing fooj in them. Similar instruc- 
tions are there for the monks in Daav^js- 
halic Sutras. 

All these references show very clearly 
that meat eating wfas Qot prohibited at ajl 
in any religion, in rtur conntry. 

- .f 4^ *hen the question arises that if 
religions have not prohibited meat eating, 
why they arc pladng so iBUCli emphasis ori 
non-Violence. 



The fad is that the preaching oL non- 
violence is only against the class strugsl* 
tu avert it as long as possiWe. 

In that period J with the advent of power 
of the merchant dass, the labour class - 
the Shudra class - was also getting awake- 
ned and the socialist societies known as 
Ganrajyas were springing up all round. 
This had Irighttncc the merchant class and 
ihe ruling Kshalriya class and they sUirttd 
preaching non-violence in thojghl, speech 
and action. And they utilised Buddha and 
Mahavir just a? the capitalist class today 
utilises Gandhi in fooling people by asliing 
thcin tu remain non-violent in their class 
struggles againsc their expioiters 

And we Know thes: sreat men well 
enough by now. They at tiiucs do shout 
■^t thi oicpk iters ugainst their frauds and 
cheatings but would not stop from the:r 
preachings of class collaboration and non- 
violence, probably because the jjo called 
great men and saints belong to the exploit- 
ing class and Uicy would net like the defeat 
and total CTttinrJinr. of their own class. 
They shudder tt the idea of violent class 
struggle whif^h is the rule in nature for the 
progress of any society. 

Yes, at times they talk mucb about 
' aparigrah ', non-possession of any pro- 
perty and renouTicing \t^ but in practice 
they pretich that they may amass any 
amount of wejjth, give money to the 
poor and hiiild temples for thousands of 
rupees and they will have all their sins 
wEped out. Or Gandhi may preach that 
they become the trustee nf their amassed 
property but exploitation may continue^ 

And we see the result : the Buddbism 
and JaJntsm and Gandhisjii all have 
become the religions of ie richer clasj 
of people. 

From all the above facts, it will be seen 
that if there 15 any uniqueness or peculiarity 
in 'Bharatiya Sanskiiti ' on Endian Culture, 
it is this that It has been moje sutcessfu] 

in evading class struggle for a long t me, 
It has nothing to do with noa-violcrice as 
an cilxical de&jderatuni>H .ut, n.i .l:ii 
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How Vedanla 
Enslaved the 

Indian Spirit 



(The /jlioviftg formj^d part &fthe inaugural 
adifrest by ihe emment mtiomUst dumg 
the Twin Oiks Rationaltst Convention at 
Hyditabitd u i'oitple of years ti)^o. — Ei-J 

I take it tha; you expect me to speak to 
you freely, Tjaij^ly and forthrighily. 
Perhaps you want me even to be blunt. 
So let me say straightaway that if you 
want td be rationalists the vary first thing 
you ha\e to do is to throw your old schp- 
tuf«^ your old philosophies, your old social 
codes and the test of the old iunt. For 
it is priitiitivc in iti conception, irrational 
in its presnppasitons, outrageous in its 
conclusions and wholly deceptive m the 

promises it holds oit. The next thing you 
have tc do is to turn vouf bitek once and 
for all on everything that diminishes man 
to <!)itol Oodj everything that promises 
eternal bliss in a phantom heaven if you 
are mstk and submissive and slavish in 
this real world of ours 

Now^ as I am addressing an audience 
wbich consists mostly of those who arc 
bom as ElJndus^ I vfiW be myrt: sp&cifi:r and 
say thai you have to rRJ^rt outright what 
passes by the name of Ycdanla, I do not 



deny ihat it has some grains of intuitive 
truth, but it is, by and lar|c, arrant non- 
scu$c meant to mislead acid make Ihem 
plaint todls m the handt of their maiatcrs. 

Am I beir.g too rash, almost rabid? I 
suhniLt, r am not Fron the time I began 
to think For myself, I despised ths Vedanta. 
Apart from its ether defects, none can say 
wtiat exactly it is. There ar* umpteen 
seboob of the Vcdaiita. Leave aiide the 
minor ones and take into account only the 
major branches of the Vedantic thought 
expounded by Sankara, Ramanuja, 
Madhava, Vallabha, Nimbarka and Chai- 
tanyn. Do not these sj^ speak irith niJi 
different, even conflicting, voices? If wc 
come to more mcderji times, is the Vedanta 
of Raja RammohuQ Roy the same as that 
of iCeshub Chandra Sen? Is the Vcdfinta 
of Vjvekatianda the same as tba: ofRadha- 
krishnan? Further, i$ anyone of these 
fully consistent iii the exposition of his own 
brand of Vedontfi? 

I know that the broad claim is that The 
Vcdanta cuiisisis of quintessence of the 
Veda. Tn malcing this claim, people Forget 
that, Jike the Talmud and the Koran, the 
Vela is not one book, and thar, like the 
Bible, it is not even two boois, the old and 
tire New Testaments, it consists of four 
principal books and each one has, in its 
tun, its Brahmanas, its Aranyakas and its 
Upanj*hads, Taken together, it is a huge 
mags, almoEt a rrioutttaifl, whicti one caa 
rightly call the pritstly literature of primi- 
tive times. 

THE VEDAS 

Let us now see briefly what the principal 
VeJas are. They are four in nunber, tho 

Rig, the Sama, the Yajur and the latest^ 
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the Atharva, which Tvas denied ihe status 
of a Veda for quite a long time. 

Though rated v*ry high pritimrjly because 

of its antiquity, the Rie Veda h basically 

the scripture of a martial peoplej out to 

conquer aod to kill, to pillage and to burn. 

And nntumLIy their auprcme GcmJ is Inc'ra^ 

a var lord, who drinks like a whale, we Ids 

Vajra, a terrible weapctn (according to 

^ some arclieobgistSj i! was the a see with a 

shaft holej, and he docs not hes irate lu kill 

even pregnant women leat their pragency 

turn out to be a new jjeneratjon of encinks 

to the conqucjine and marauding Aryans, 

In spiTc of being called a diffcicnt Veda, 

the Sajna (to (juoie R, C. Dutt) is ' anly a 

selection from the Rig Veda set to mvsic 

for a 'Special purpose/ The third Vcia^ 

that is the Yajuij is lii twu paits^ Ihc White 

and the Black, anri rfespjte some* minor 

djflerciices in content as well as i^iting, 

both (to quote R. C. Dutt once again) 

consist mostly of Mhi sacrjficjal formulas 

(wLich) are followed by dogmatic &?iplana- 

tions and accounts of ceremotiials belojiR- 

ing to thern/ The last and the latest Veda, 

the Atharva, is what l might call a treatise 

on demooology. Pleaee do not run a\vay 

mih the impression that I am t iking per- 

vcrje delight Jn being sacriS.gioiis. Here 

is what no less a scholar than R^dhakrish- 

nan says of this Vedo. ''The i::i:-cn of 

Atharva Veda reflects the popular belief in 

numberless spirits and ghosts credited with 

functions connected in varions ways with 

the proccsKS of AAtute And the life of man. 

We sec in it strong evidence of the vitality 

of the pre-Vedic animist religion and its 

fusion with Vedic aeljefs. Ail objects and 

creatures arc either sphili or are animated 

by spirits. Whllft the gads of the Rig 

Veda are mojtly friendly ones we find in 



the Atharva V^da dark and deanoniacar 
powers which bring disease and misfortune 
on mankind We have to win them by 
flattering petitions and magical rites. We 
come across spells and iitcjintations for 
gaining worldly ends.** 

UPANISHADIC PHILOSOPHY 

I do not want to dwell on the Brahma- 
nas and ttie Aranyakas, but go next to the 
Upaniahads. You often hear of the Upa- 
nishadfc Philosophy. You aho hear how 
greatly it had influenced Emerson, 
Schophenhauer and other western thinkers. 
But whiit is coii^enicnil) forgotten is ihi*; 
The Upanfshfiffs are many, some msjor, 
some minor, and yet others, trivial They 
are written in widely distant ages by diffe- 
rent autlioiii. K may s^urprfsc some of you, 
but ihe re: is an Allahopanisiiad writ tor. in 
mediaeval times t>y an Indian Muslim. Not 
wishing to be outdone, an Indian Christian 
has recen'ly produced a ChfistopanisJiad, 
Well, the point [ am trying to drive at ]$ 
that tEiere is nothing like a imified Philo- 
sophy of the Upanishads. Further, in 
ethical teaching the Upantshads are shock- 
ing^ for they Jiistify every conceivable 
crime including the murder of one's own 
parenls. Arthur Barriedale Keith, who 
has devoted almost a lif&iime to th^ study 
of the Vcdas and the Lrpcmi&liads;^ says : 
** From the point of view of ethics the 
demerits of the system of the Upani shads 
are even more glaring than from th; point 
of view of the Jniellect. U is doubtless 
impos^i^ibl^ to arrive at certainty on quea- 
tions of the ultimate nature of reality, but 
it is an eastcr matter to establisti some 
principles of moral obligation, and to bring 
them into harmony with a scheme of the 
universe whicK if theoretical shall none tha 
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Ites be at any late plausiMs. The defect 
cf The Upinishad^ is that they render 
moralit) in theuUiinate issue valueless ar.d 
meajijngjcss, Wc may reasonably assume 
that any complete meta physic must sock 1o 
expliin as eisential inured jents of existence, 
truth, gpodness, and beauty, and we may 
safely conclude tha: a system, which, like 
that of tJie Upujiishnda, regards beauty and 
goodness as nothing but hollow mockeries, 
h defective and essentially unsound it& 
theoretic basis." 

Indeed, the teachitig of some cf the 
principal Upan:shads is that the man who 
has attajjiod Supreme Knowledft can cJo 
no wrong whatsoever. 

Says tht Brill iid4ranyal>La : "(who 
possesses Supremf Kriow ledge) is rot ovei- 
comc by two thougJits ; neither the thought 
*I did wrong' nor the thought 'I did right\ 
Verily he commands inem bo:h. What he 
hai done and what he has not done do not 
bother him". 

At another place, the same UpaidibiiUi 
sgys; *'l? i^uch (fuel) is laid on fiVe all of 
it burns to ashes. Just like that one 
(possessing knowledge of the Supreme 
Deing) may cuimnii evil deeds (t3Ut hel 
consumes all the remains clean, puren 
ageless and immartar'. 

The Chhandogya I Fpanishad i^ in eiitirt 
agreement in this matter with the Briha* 
darlnyka. The Kaushitaki goes even 
further* It declares; 'He who knows 
{the AtFimn) by no deed of hi a is the world 
injured, not by theft, nor bykilJing of his 
own mother, ncr hy killing of his own 
fatbcr^fae does noi show any signs 
(of guilt) by Changs of CO Ic»ur on liis face 
after he has done any evil deed". 



What does all this mean? It means thatj 
if Ofily you can claim that you have attaia- 
ed Suprernc knowledge; you can thieve 
merrily and murder with impunity; you 
would c3o well to rem^mbar this before you 
brag again about the sublimity of 
Upanishadic thought, 

GITA'S INCONSISTENCY 

Strictly e peaking, the Bhagavad Gito is 
not a part of the Vedic literature. It is a 
fate forgery tjcked into that prodigious 
hold-aU, the Mahabharata, But it is consi- 
dered by many, including Tilalc, Aurobiudo 
and Gandhi, as an epitome of Hindn 
philosophy. But in reality the Bhagavad 
Gita is a hesh or hodgepodge of fetishism, 
animism and aiithropo:nuip1iiirn, of sankya 
houj^ht and Buddhi!!r Phflnsophy, of yogat 
and ethics, of dietetics, cisteism and 
cosmology and of nunerous other things, 
Ti can, therefore, mean different things to 
difF-erern men. ladecrd, no tivo commeritators 
have agreed about its C3re teaching, its 
central philosophy. Even S. RadhaklshnaQp 
in spite of bis ardent admiration for it, has 
to admit that "the flhogavad Cita is more a 
relij^oui classic than philosophical treatise". 
And yet we have big talk: on the* 'Philosophy 
ol the Gita"! D. D. Kosambi is perfectly 
right whta he says that ''the Gita with its 
brilliant Sar.skrit aod sjperb inconaistency 
is a book that allows the reader to justify 
almost any action while shrugging off the 
cons::{)ucncc3''\ 

COLEBROOKE MISINPERPRETS 

So my friends, what passes by the nanne 
of Vedanta is not a systematized philo- 
sophy, much liss h it a true one- It was 
meant, as I have jU|ge3tcd earlier, ly 
mislead I he masses, lo hold them down 
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mid lo exploit theiij. Dv yuu know who 
in recent ttmts was the resurrectionist of 
the Vedanta ? it was Henry ThoBias 
Colebrooke. To quote from Vedantu &fid 
the Bengal Henaii^saace. a new book by 
Niianjan Dh&r, Colebrooke had taken up 
service with ' the East India Coirpary's 
service in 1785 but his {TileKectiial ability 
waj much greater than his ad mini strati ve 
capacity^ and by 160O he had already made 
a name aa a classical Sanskrit Si^hoai. 
His posting at Gazipur rear Benares, the 
£T«at centre of Vedic studies, gave htm a 
unique oppottunity of gittting acquainted 
with the Vedic hteralure. He built tjp at 
the library of the Fort William College a 
magnificert collectioti of Vedic manuscripts 
and specialised ir ths study of the Vcdii;!!. 
In l&0> Colebrock* published bis ' Es^ay 
on the Vedas or Sacred Writiiigs of the 
Hindus *, in the Asiatic Reseati^es. Here 
he contended that the Vedas, or rather the 
Vedantfl, constituted the authentic tnidition 
of India and that departures from this 
tradition which we now find were merely 
corruptions which h^d crept into it during 
the subsequent P^uranic period. 

"A corollary was drawn fro:n this 
assum|>t]on that the authentic tradition 
should serve as a modd For the r^urrection 
of India in future. The obvious impli- 
calicsn of J his theory was thai revokiLionary 
ideas ruieg^j lo this tiaditioti atiould liave 
i»o re1ev:ince for India. In this connettjrtn 
we may mention that the ricii materialistic 
heritage of India, which was more con- 
ducive to the popular interest und aspira- 
tions, was completely disowned by Cole* 
hrooke. It wi-s not that this heritage was 
unknown to him because he incidentally 
mentioned it and also £ave an acconttt of 
it in his ' Essay '. He, hosvevflr^ dslibfra- 



tely underplayed its importanoe for glon- 
fying the idealistic tradition of India. ' - 

''The mi interpretation of Coolsbroolt^ 
became reinforcsd with the support of 
another famous Indologist. This was 
Max iviueller known to be a great friend of 
India. He wsb sq nsuch impressed by th« 
researchei of his predecessor that he 
wanted tc have a statue of the latter erected 
in England in recognition ot his service to 
the Indj^in karr.ing and British intcrcat in 
India". 

By cfitahlishine the Vedanta as the 
supreme school of Indian philosophy. 
Colebrooke and Max Mueller had poi,ver- 
fully buttressed the flrjtish imperialist 
jntere&ta in Indi^, and that was handsomely 
ackncwled^ed by Lord Derby, the 
Secretary of State for India According to 
the noble lord, "Colebrooke and Mas 
Mueller rendered a tervice ro th* Govern- 
ment of India tnore valuable tbaij several 
regiments of the army ^'. 

Vedanta is still serving as ' more 
valuable than several re^iment^ of the 
aimy" to the ruling di^scii of Hit India of 
tnday. 

The Field -Marshals and the Generals of 
that army are our mashrconi Babas and 
Bhagavans, our gurus and other godmen. 
To overthrow these commanding offlcers 
and their army, we should iirsL of all 
sweep OQ lo the dust heap of history that 
poifionous system of thought called the 
Vcdatita, And on tha: note^ I will take 
Icavt; of yuu this morning. 



THEY NEED CITCHY SLOGANS I 

The churches need all the help 
they can got. Bo one sign said ; 
Think Metric. Observe the Ten 
Commandments. . American Raiionahst 
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Celibacy and 

Spiritualism 

— Vfnayek Trojker, Gujarat. 

Some days back! had a talk with a friend 
at put celibacy. He defended as I argued 
against it. Then I realised how much 
ignorance prevails about thiSr 

The itate ofnoL having sexual intercourse 
fof religious purpose is called celibacy aad 
the person praciising celibacy is called 
celibate. Since a good long time celibacy 
has been regaideda way of gaioins super- 
natural pcwcrs- l:i ancient India boys had 
to reniiiiji celibate during their schooling 
age. Nowiidays too it is considered one of 
the chief ciiarECteristics ofa hermit. 

Celibacy was perhaps the only way to 
family planning in old days, At that time 
no other methods were introduced for 
family planning. And eo it became popular 
atthauimc. But today many other methods 
have been introduced. 

The 'kundalini yoga' is getting much 
popu1:irRy nowaUays, Kundcilini ibtiaitl lo 
be a gland located under navst of the 
shape ijf a serpant. Uptill now no nedical 
man lias seen such a gland even after 
several dissections of human bodies. The 
myth about this gland is very humourous, 
*When it is activated by certain asanas 
and other kriyas, it comes via spinal cord 
into tne eyes of yogi. Thus the yogi gets 
power even to fly int* air'. Celibacy is also 
introduced htre. 'Due to collection of 
semen, the semen, via sushumna (the spinal 
i;oid) goes to saliasrar (the bra^n). This is 
how the yogi gets ex^ra perceptionary 
powers'. I do not thint it necessary to 
comment on any of the two. 
3 



Tt is also argtced that kundalini is an 
mvisibic gland. If it is not visible how d^ 
hermits and yo^s claim to ace tb«' sattifc 
in the eyes of other persons? It shall be 
intercstmg to question whetJher anjnials 
have any kundaUni within their bodies - 
And as wc knuw \,'<eTlttiD unimals are forced 
to remain celibate throughout their Uves> 
do their tundalinis also get activited? 

It is also believed that sex is weak- 
ening. Sex is completely a natural urge, 
similar tit the iirge^ such as rhirsi and 
hudger. The urge for sex h cjicLljn^H 
And after any excitement is passed 
over^ the individual gets weakened for a 
while- In other words this weakpnini 
15 temporary. 

Many myths about the strength _ of 
celibates are there in our religious textSr 
It is said that celibates stopped chariot i 
Tim by two horses. I know many married 
sandows doing such wonders r S^tidow 
Ramnurthy is a well known hero all over 
the world. He would keep the elephant 
over his chest and used to do many ether 
wonders. He was married with *n acTobatc. 
Wrestler Gama was married and he had 
powers out of belief. The only '' three 
times world heavy weigh i: boxing champion" 
Mohiimmad Ali has two wives Whatever 
be did and does is only a matter of efTorta 
and practice. y 

Celibacy is also considered ^s providing 
longivity. It may be surprising to know that 
Swami Vivckananda died at the age wf 
30 ai:d Swami Rama Tirtha diedal the Aget 
of 33. The reason could be this. Their 
rigidity about sex and celibacy disturbed 
their physical harmon>. This happens in 
the case of any individual. Sex is absolutely 
a natural urge. It must be satisfied as far 
a4 possible. 
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ta kms llold Progress 
: to Ransom in Idmilnddu 

— V. Qop^lalcrishrvsn, Madfi$ 



Timihiadu boasts of a powerful press 
with wide reftdeisfaip. In literacy, tbe 
iteu ranks^ ahead of mo&t Tadian states, 
Chic of tht Slate's weeklies 'Jtumiidam " 
bae the ]arg«»t ciiculation amoog Indian 
weetiies. But luifortunately the phss m 
TanoiJiiBdiii is higjily ccnservalive uDlike its 
oountvrpflrtj inKei^k or BeiifaL 

THE DAILIES: 

Auoc£ thic English dai]i>b cf tbc State in 
*th^ Hindu' started a hundred y&an agn in 
a valiaot show ef anti-British exuberance 
by a few enkrpriaing young mCD from the 
brAhmjn iiomlct of Triplicajjc. II subse- 
quCEitly grew conse'vative and wa^ a proud 
preserve of a craditioi^alj&L fan^ily. In an 
fige of caste dorninated South Indian 
jKilitiCS it ably sicrvcd the forward caSKs 
£R their moiithpieoe. In fact it became as 
much a part of them as their morning cup 
^f coffee ► Today there is a welcome and 
iFfit^Liuj^ tih^Dgc in t\x HindUj Thinks to 
Pt^e of itfi Associate Editors vvho j& a 
natioQalist. But it still faithrully retains 
lOiSfU of its earlier r£^IJgiou& verve and 
wntioues to report ihc religious discourses 
froji) Bpics and Puranas held in parts of 
Ma<I"a^ every day on its last page. 

■ Many of the old vernacular diiJits 
JB^hiding ^Dinarnani' of ikt Bipress Group 



find their influence waning today. They 
have lost ground :o the powsrful chain of 
neivspapers owned by Mr. S. B, Adithan 
known for .spicy reporting. Tfie rest of the 
Tamil dailies are mostly politically oriented, 
the chief among them b<atig ' Murasoli ' of 
the DMK. 

THE PERTODirATS AND THE 
BAROM-IK-CHIEF : 

Tt is hovever the Tamil periodicalg which 
have struck £ highly conservative chord 
and aie blocking the path to progres^s of 
Tamil id ns and Tamilaudu, 

The chief beneficiary at the peoples' 
expense is Mr. Manian, wbo is Lhe 
mo^t influ^tkcisE amopg the press bmons of 
TamiLnadu today apart from Mr. Adilhan. 
Maalan has chosen to capitalise on the 
peoples' penc.ian: J or gc^ssip by pouring 
out L-incmutic hotch-potch, salacious and 
senii-nude photos and religious stuft-a 
familiar combi nation-through his new 
weekly 'Idayam Pesugiradu' {Heart Speaks 
out^. Evcrjr week he putlishcd pLt;d[i;iii?n:i 
based on *Astro- Numerology' hecnnse 
othsr magazines specialise oc Astrological 
predictions. He also serialises temple 
pil^rinLi^e:i, inteispeised wiih puranic 
injunctions and reports miracles ftssocjuted 
witti each shrine ! 

HOBNOBBING WITH ' M. G, R/ : 

The balding, suave e<Jitor, Manian, is 
ho^^ever a Tiated iravellogue writer and 
novelist — some of his novels have been 
made into movies. He had his early 
traiaing under the raovie mcgul of yester- 
years, Mr. S. S. Va^an who owntd the 
Gemini Studios and Lad start«d ^Anandu 
Vrk^tan ', 
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Mr. Manian today plays his cards 
intelligently. HeKobnobs with the present 
Chief Minister of ramilna(iii» ibi; due 
actor turned poJitickn, 'M- G, R-' anH 
claims hiia as a personal friend. He had 
accompanied 'M. G. R." on his recent trip 
abroad and ttie evergreen cine actor also 
presided ov*r the first aooiverfiary cele- 
bration of Msnian's ^^eeily. 

Tn the early i!t«iues af his new mzgszmc, 
the &hrevvd editor had praised one Pauri- 
mala) Swamigal. ('Pgnriinaki" means 
'Pig Hiirj ^nd his fdutastic 'miracles'. 
Man inn didn^t "jtop hLs disservice with 
such miraclc-tnongering. He has gone a 
step abcad and started a periodical 
'Balajothidam' devoted wholly lo aslruljgj^ 
and connected gibberish! When VI r. 
Rajendren, the journalist son of *Ka|ikj' 
Krishnamurthy ventured to poke Fua cin 
this new a&trolog3c£l m&gatmi, Manian 
couldnH ttottiacb it' He lashed, out at 
Mr. R^jendran throuj;h otie of his journalist 
colleagues, *NaJctiraii*, 

B ABA'S BIOGRAPHY 

Kalki, another Tamil weetly iis 
chronically religious. The Editor Mr, 
K. Sadasjvam was a confidant of 
Mr Rajaji, No wonder this weekly 
fills its pages with paeans toRajajJ,th« 
Sankaracharas and others. It serialised 
Rajflji's Ramayana as 'Chakravanhi Thiru- 
magan' as also the Qiograpliy of Mirabai. 
Even the biography cf Sathya Sai Biba by 
on« Ra. Ganapathl was published ; of Kalki 
it can tightly be said that it is a magazine 
of the upper castes. 

'Ai3&Dd4 Vikatan' one of the eadiet 
T^mil journals was once Lnown for its 
cartoons and humorous pieces. Of late It 

publifibcs short 6torie$p brabmii^ical fatnily 



skits by Marina* and t«niplc travellofiiM. 
'Kumudam* priced low is known for spiijj 
s^bort St Of J e^ and cine lujiiours which it 
c/aUoA ^Icisu kisii* (whiicpeT^). Rut it ton 
capitalises on ttie TeTigious' and nften 
quotes KripanandavarJ:, a Hindu preajdier. 
n uni;e g4vc ii byuild by Lhc prcdL;iici as. 
to why hf. wss. Ft th«i^t^ a^ a bomiH. 

CHO'S SERIAL ; 

Cho Ramaswamyp the satirist-dfan^tist 
is a multiftcetcd personality. He hftd 
oncu ca(npaign«d for the Jana Sangj^ 
in New Delhi, His Tufthlaq' in Tamil 
and * Pick wick' in Engli&h proffer 
pohticaJ stuff to the readers, A tienchant 
critic of Mrs. Gandhi, his recent serial 
'Whither Brahmin' sought to justify many 
of the Hindu practices and rituals, 

'Ki. Va- Ja' as t6c Taiitjl Scholar 
Mr. K. V. Jagannathai is known, 
pruiiiinejity spurls a tuft and ca^te jnark 

and is i powerful sp*a kef ktibwa for hi* 
pun and repartee. The sKbrt slaries 
for which his 'Kalaimagal' is we!l krowa 
often stress on ttie woman^s role as a 
passive obedient honiewif^. The prit* 
winning novel recently serialined wa* «f 
of the same ilk wherein a hous«wifs fought 
submissively against all odds to win baet 
hpf man Chastity is id»a]i»ed'^ Bat is" it to 
be a virtue meant only for the wom«D 
folk? (Whether it is to be called a 'virtu** 
ai all is another maaer [). 

THE WORST CULPRIT 

AmoAg the v^otst culpriui it 'Man^aj* ± 
wdman^s monthly with good get up and 
coloured illustrations. ft ficeks to 
perpetrare the bonded woman's role 
in tht home with feature! on tookisg. 
stitching, embroidery etc, *Bd r*rfl1y 
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■ flfTerft any features oa the modem womin 

and her constructive role* It also regularly 

feattired the Junior Sanksracharya of 

KaBcbi giving sermons, sa/inj tliat a 

wornan't fnqper p]a<« is in the hciiac 

(where else?). She should be th< embodj- 

meot of love and serve hei maa L The 

A chary s afeo spoke against career women 

which thifi magoziac carried raithfuUy. 

Aren't ihere many carrier womea among 

,ilie readers of this monthly? And will the 

i ^omen followers of this Acharya prefer 

jnoQ gysnocologists and mile attcndaots 

as the Acharya decries career women ? 

Will it not be a national waste if our 
tiducated womea choose to remain indoors, 
if the Acharya^s call is to be heeded? 
(Manpower Researchers nutef). This 
however is anlltely for BconoBoic reasons. 
The call of the slomach is stronger than 
the call of many an Acharya ! 

' ^ MALAYALAM JOURNALS 

, . One does not find thjj much of orthodoxy 

iiT the Malay alam journals, *Varitha* the 
, Mai^yaiam coantcrpart of *Mangai^ is 
, more iDformativc tc modern wipnian. 
■,^veii 'Matirubhumi's weekly editiion and 
.jMalayata Manor ama* the two popular 
. J^flalayalam weeklies do not carry regular 

features . on religious worship Luilikc 
,,.Ananda VLkatan' or 'Tdayann PesugiraHi]' 
^.wjjich serialise pilgrimages by tbcirstaiT 

V Titers. 

In spite of Guruvayur gold plating, 
Kaladiu' wasteful Saokarii memorial and 
the >eilr|y trekking^ by black-robed Satbarl 

I pilgrims, Kerala readership is lesj guJiib^e 
than tlial in Tamil oadu, Their higli rate of 

^ijjitcriity, and politloal histoiy of pronounced 
leftism are perhaps the g^neonutanlfi of 



THE ANTIDOTE 

What theu is tJie iiiitldote for Lhe 
ort^od^iiy of these Tamil journals? 
There seems to be no immediate panacea. 
Only by creating a strong public opinion 
can 0iK move ahead in such ma tiers. 



CATHOUC CRUELTY 

Frorn Argeniina uomes the newa 
that four Indians were killed by their 
own tribesmen because a Pente- 
costal preacher had accused them of 
being possessed by the devIL The 
recent report from Brazil that 
thousands of parents ore forced to 
cast off their offspring like ruhbiRh 
points an accjsing finger at the 
Catholic Church which prohibits 
birth control but tolerates the djmp- 
ing of v^>Jr>9 chiEdrtdn who stij^al, 
PfQstitut9 thenriGdIvefi or starve. 



OO YOU BgLieV£? 

BeJeving a thihp does not mak& 

tfve thing s^ 

And this, my dear friend, is a thing 

you should know- 

Belief is conviction ihat sonriething 

is true^ 
Ju^t one deep, dark doubt and 

the thing's not for you f 
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Catholic Priest 
Under Stress 



— By J, M, Menzet 



" r wish yojir Pope standfi hert and 
watches your misery ^\ the lady doctor 
said wbjk caulioiiiDg Alphonsa Ttieresa 
agniiip^t hfiviflg more children, " You are 
already very weat, you*ve had five chil- 
dren. Next time, I won't even touch 
you......" A IpEionsa went ahead and had 

TWO more children : the old-world- 
Catholic that ^he was, sbe huA not even 
beard of natural birth-control. Two 
months ago, she died in latjour. iihc was 
liardly 25. 

Her death was interpreted as the effect 
of a tenible cujsc on the family. And the 
curse had been ' divine'y * invoked becauw 
Afpfconsa's younger brother, Tocy, a 
Catholic priest^ had quit the religious 
order and decided to get married. Tuny 
was not only ojtracised by his Family, he 
v^as not even informed of bis sistcr*s deatEi. 
When Tony oanied a young widow 
recently^ his family boyujitl4;»J !]]« simple 
wedding ceremony. 

Near Allcfpey in Kerali, Sister Maria 
The^idore, 30j &iiddc:iily found the coftvent 
life too monotonous and meaningless, and 
despite the vows decided to quit the con- 
vent. " It was noc aA eaiy thing to do. 
For wcet5 together 1 debated wi:hin nay- 
self ^ Sudden tly all my previous convic- 
tions meant nothing to me. I had a long 



tallt with my Mother Superior and af^ci 
great deliberation, she let me go**. Marii 
was not welcome in her pareats' homi ; 
her father fwore that she was not bii 
daughter any more. Fortunate! v Man*, i 
double-graduate, fou-id a teaching job and 
now plans lo get married soon. 

'' Marriage was not the teason Tor my 
quitting the order ^\ she sayi emptiatiE^lly. 
At least iti ho* case, the transit ion vasnot 
very unpleasant. When Vilma Thankanun* 
decided tc quit the convent^ her father 
went to the exteat af tlarving her ia & 
closed rofl'ffl for nearly s week and trying 
all kinds of emotijona] blackmail. *' It was 
the greatest disgiace to my mother that 
I should lj4ve quit thenuDncry. I ooiildn^c 
have car«} itss. I was fed ujj with all 
those terrible picus cats. Anyway. 
I shouldn't have gone home. But theirs 
Wits nti alternative. I had no ready job, 
and you know in convents ws do not keep 
any personal savings '*, 

In recent years, th* number of Catholie 
priests, and nuns who throw away their 
cas5octs and habits and walk out of their 
chosen vocatiou arc Siti^adily increasing* 
In India, this h still a smsll problem cca- 
pared to Europe and the U.S.A. wb«T« 
more than 60 per cent of priests have $&«! 
good-bye to celibacy aud commuotty 
living. 

"This b an era of open heart," aay.i 
Albert Pinto, who quit the Society of Jesus 
after being a priest for more than 15 yeare, 
'* And yet our parent} and tefatii^c^ refuse 
to iinderstand uk. In the oldea tjmei, 
many priests and nuns used to have crisoi 
of faith: many of them did indulge in 
occ4siona[ carnal temptations. Some 
^fiestR had Inng., fruitful affairs parti cull rly 
:hoK who were working la villageSp wh«t 
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[oneljness seemed to Justify iheir lapses. 
But now we do not want to harbour illu- 
sions, Most of us did Jem religioniS orders 
ir gO€>d faiths but at some time if wc 
realise that this kind of life does not hold 
any meaning for us any more, should ue 
continue and play hypocrites?" 

FERRER AFFAIR: 

Tea years ago a Spanish priesi, 
Vincent Ferrer, the controversial orga- 
niser of cooperative fanning, was 
aiked to leave Maharaiihtra by the 
State Government. The csspulsicn order 
on Ferrer, known popularly as '* The ^aint 
of Manmad ", was cppcscd vehemently by 
the Christian community and hundreds of 
them went on a relay fast to plutcil 
' against tie Naik regime's decision :o espfil 
the priest. Eventually, Andhra Pradesh, 
under the direction of Brahnanand ReJdy, 
himself a hair Catholic, welcomed Ferrer. 
FcniT months later, the^ priest mar-ied his 
English secretary who was a couple of 
montits prefnart. The Chri&lian com- 
munity, particularly The Catholic element, 
was jeandaljs«l. Overnight Ferrer became 
the Villain, Tt was not expected of a 
ptit&t to impiegnatc any woman, let alone 
his secretary. And while cofideiiinitig him 
the Catholic community no; only aoled as 
if it expected all Catholic prksts (not to 
forget nuns) to b« paragons of virtue: jt 
ai^ forgot tliat it had Aailed herrer not 
because lie was a <;dlibate prie.;t but for 
hj& humanitarian work. Agreed, he had 
* sinned" against his vocation bji couldn't 
the Catholics have waited to see if ht: 
continued to ^orv^ the comnn unity v^ith the 
same ztst after his marriage 'l' 

The plocecf cdibticy in ific Church has 
IweQ a topic of h&<ited coot r overly. Its 



advocates daim ttat eel i ha cry is dii^ntly 
ordained, an assertion now held untenable. 
Some regard cehbacy an apostolic insti- 
tution, but historical eAdtmve points to the 
conJrary. Some of Christ's disdpl^s. 
Apostle Peter, for instance, are knovn to 
have been married. But as the Church 
suffered persecution at the hands of the 
Roman emperors, the Chrrch feaders 
thoLght it was better for their priests to 
remain celibate for the e^ucccss of their 
faitlir St, Jerome called en all priests **to 
cut down wilh the axe of virginity the 
vood of marriage". Though the Eastern 
Orthodox Church never introduced celibacy 
Rjiinallv, ihc Church ;:>as€d in Rome con- 
sidered celibac)' a * suf^eriflr &tate'. 

But more oHen than not, celibacy was 
ftot strictly observed. Popo Lse (H died 
while comniittiiig adultery. Pope 
Alexander, VIII was not only a womaniser 
but 4 ISO had a dozen bastard children to 
his crodt. When Martin Luther, the 
German Monk, rebelled against the Church 
in the 16th century, he said, "it ii better 
to narry than to burn " and he quoted 
Apostle Puul. Thereafter ihc disiidcxil 
churches, broadly known as ProtKtant or 
Anglican churches, allowed their clergy to 
marry. But the Catholic Church Tifuitd 
to withdrawf its fiat on celibacy. 

Even today the Catholic hierarchy 
refiiies to allow murricd prieits and nuea, 
insisting that celibacy is a vital spiritual 
e^crcEse, "Some priests quit the ordsr 
either because they have b&en reading too 
much of Dcrtrand RusscI and Henry 
Miller," says George Kurian who h ahniit 
to quit because thei^ are fed up willi the 
working of the Church, ''A few vrould like 
to stay and co-itiu«e religious life if th«y 
are allowed to marry ^' h4 observes. 
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Not everybod) wails \o get the permis- 
sion to quit. Says Kurian : '* As soon as 
Que asks for the permissions naturriUy otii 
superiors try to brain -wish us. Sn some 
of the younger priests do not wait for the 
dispensation business. Of course, they 
can be cxcomniurjcaled frym Church funt> 
tions, iftVie lupennrs wish to do so*'. 
Many do not wait till thdr training period 
is completed : it takes nearly ten year& to 
train a Cutholic prjeji atid three years to 
complete a duu's training, [n the course 
of religious training the person concerned 

.^ IS expected to complete a formal secular 
education^ with theidea of utilising his or 
bei service in an educational institution or 

. in a misalign hospital, '' ft is s^id that 
there are som* people who join a religious 
ortler Just to secure a good, free>or-cost 
degree And then they quit "^ sty a Father 
William de Souza. Naturally, many 
Carholics iislike ^uch people who indulge 
in open opportunism '\ 

But you never know who is going to 
quit. Apart from Vincent Ferrer, hisndreds 
of priest- lutninaries have suddenly turned 
secular. John Mclau^in, a Jesuit priest 
who was American President Niion's ai'rfe, 
gave up his priesthood when he was fifiy ! 
Once an editor an American magazine, he 
was a popular lecturer on sca ("Iniimacy 
before marriage'^ **lTiiimacy outside 
marriii|e'*}, advocating conservative sexual 
standards, till he suddenly discovered the 
inadequacy of his Jiduil preaching. 

Not every ex-priest aid nun finds it 
easy lo marry, tliou|h recalls Arulappa 
Britlo^ a f]oui]5?iiui5 KiiiiisiJiement consulianl 
in Bangalore ^ *'T coi|dti*t get a bride for 
two years after Iqut t lie Jesuits, There 
was this attractive woman who is working 



in a bant. She was quite willing but whea 
she learnt that T was an ex-priest, she 
biicUa out. How could l tell my children 
rhfjt their father was an cx-prieat sho 
worried...". 

The it^eaj thing to do in such cases Is to 
marry an cx nun. As au Anglo-Indian 
priest from i Cathoffc schnol in Madraj 
did. He married a nun who had nursed 
him whai he was hospitalised. That wai 
fine. But the man, who was also a bursar 
of the school also disappeared with the 
money that was b^iing collected to buy a 
selhDol bus. 

"Siirh people give u& a terrible name", 
complains ei-nun Thara, now working for 
a relief organisation. ''Many non<;iiristians 
refuse to believe that Catholic priest* ^nd 
nuns Iriad a celibate life. The popular 
bdief is that priests are bomcMexuals ajid 
nuns lesbians. And yet despite some errhis 
clergy members, most of us struggle and 
manage to lead celibate lives. Ther come* 
thfi cnsis of vrt cation, soul -sea robing starts 
and the courageous ones decide to take 
spiritual risks, the kind of guilt feelingii 
Catholics si;ind. Do you know that many 
priests still consider masturbation a iu«rtal 
sinr*. . 

Thara says her life now is much oiorc 
fruitful, "My conscience js ngt tjoubtcd- 
1 can serve God as before through sodal 
work. And I am happily free from sesual 
rcpresiian '*, But she fears many ejt-clergy- 
men are bOLling jii volcanoes of guilt. 
"Some of them want lu go bact. And 
some, liku bt- priest cbartiCter in GraBam 
Greene's move I, 'The Honorary Concur' 
con tin Je offering the Mass../*. 
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Thus Blabbered 

*The Holy Mother* 

—Ms. 5, V, Vasundhra, Madras 



^ru Mr. Ramakrisbna 
Saradamani Devi. 



and wife Ms. 



(litis is tviih reference to u special compda- 
iim of sthaed answers to questions by 
Ms. Suradammt Den. popularly known as 
* Hoiy Mather ' , the ivife of Mr. Ramn- 
krishm fParamafiamia} fa commemmorate 
her 126th Birth Anniversary on 27-12-79, 
Mi. Vasundf\ra'i satirical commems, 

■ rtrffil hctv shallow kvere the thongbii, 
exprestions and deedi of tio\y Mother/— 
Ed.). 

I ttted to woDtkr wby many of the 
Swamis and * Holy Motlier*s talk so kss 
and prefer to allo^^ otters to worship them 
aod tali abciui thcnir 1 found tht an&wer 
ivbM one day I happened to lay my hands 
on a small booStlet * Tlius spake The Holy 
Mother- published by Sri Ranakrishna 
Matb^ Madras. Tliis pocket boot contains 
haxdly ISOsniall select quotatons from 

The Holy Mother's utterances. Hence 
w* cansafdy assume thai these 150 utte- 
rances are the best that she piunounccd 
during her 3ife tim*. You win he surprised 
to liarfl that about half of these contradict 
the other halt and even otherwise they 
Eiiake a sad readiQ^. [ could only piiy the 
ionoccDt woman for her childishly absurd, 
unscientific and contradictory utterancES. 
Now I agree that the less they speak, the 
better. I also pity those admirers of 
VivfikflQflBKla who try to Qemorjafr and 
faitlifully practice whatever was Slid by his 



1 do have sympathy for Sarada Dcm who 
missed all the good things in life for 
tiothing. Thanks to Ramatristina, she 
lived aad died like a vege:able plant. Let's 
all sympathise with her but not worship 
her as * Goddess.^ 

Here are a few selected truotations to 
judge the philosophy of t tie *holy mother.' 
f Tfe psge references relate to the 5th reprint 
of the book Dee. 71 and my comments ure 
indicated in brackets). 

1. GOD iS l-^IKE VEGETABLE 

Q : Mother, I have practised austerities 
and Japa sy inucL, bui 1 have not achieycd 
anything. 

A : God h not like fish or vcgctablca 
that you can buy him for a price. Page 2. 
(Bihv is unoiher answer contradicting the 
above and equating god with vegetables J. 

Q : How docs one get the visioD of 
God ? 

A : It ]S only through His grace. But 
one must practice meditation anc Japa 
(p^ges 3/4]. 

[Here is & third auotation contradicting 
the second one). 

" D3 you know, my child, what god 
rcaliiiition is hke? it ii just lite a candy 
in the hands of a child. Some people beg 
tht child to part wjth it. But he does not 
care to give it to them. Still he easily 
hands it over to ancthcr whom hz lites, 
A mail performs severe austerity and spiri- 
tual practices, throughout his life to 
realize the god but he docs not succeed, 
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whereas another man gets his rcaliz^tign 
practicaJly without any effort. It depends 
upon the grate uf ^uJ. He bestows I lis 
gfacft upon any one He likes '* (Pages 8/9). 

(Uttfortufoitely before she couM ^i^eitie 
whether cr mt s<fd touM be bought or cajoled 
withjapa, she breathed her !ast), 

3. MISERY IS GIFT OF COMPAS- 
SIONATE GOD 
"Everybody sa)'^ so resretfull^ *' there 
is so much misery ia this world. We have 
ytAycd io much to god bul still there is no 
end of misery. But misery is only the Gift 
of god. It is the symbol of His compas- 
sion " (Page 11). 

(Should we change the dictionary mtaning 
*/ ihe vord ' c&mpassfoft ' 1 The god who 
■ sified ' tht miserims t& the >*'orU ard his 
a^enti cdls it ' compassion ' 

3. HUMAN BTRTH 

*' Yoy are fortunate, as y&u have got 
this human body. Pray to the Lord as 
much as you can" (Page 30). 

(Then sh? km second ikmghts on human 
birth): "There is no happiness whatever 
in human birth. Tic world ja verily 
filled with inis€Ty. Happiness here is only 
a name," (Page 1 1). 

(Orice again she changes her mind). 

"My child you have been cxtjemcly 
Fortjnate in getting this human b[rth. Have 
ijilcci^e devoUuti to gcd " (Page M). 

(Some one has to do an extensive research 
, to Jind out her jina) vifM? oh the suhject / ) 



to rempve the sorrows and suffttinga of 
others." (Page 13). 

(Can the gcd not rtmone the sorrovs etCt 
without assuming a human body? Were 
there no sorrows Hit }9th century AD? Is 
there any positive proof thai there are no 
sorro'ws n6w nfter Ramakrishna hoA come 
and gone T } 

5. 24 HOURS PER DAY MERRIMENT 

*^ All the twenty four hours of the day 
were devct^ to devotional musjc^ merri* 
meat, laughter, teaching and aiory telling. 
So far as I rcinember I never saw him 
(RamaJmshna) worri«l for anything ** 
(Pages 17/18). 

" Take the name of the lord aad contem- 
plate on the great sufftrin^s Sri Rama- 
trJshna had (o undergo to Lake upoo 
hiTn:se]f tb« tfsults of lh« bad karma of 
Others, and then you will find that your 
body and mind are purified *' (Pages 16/17) 

(Doss she cait 24 hours per day merriment 
as ' great sufferings * ? ). 

6. THE " PROTECTOR " WHO ' ' 

DROWNS you 

**Tbc Master will be your protector. 
You must live depending upon hiin. Let 
hini do good to jou^ if he so desire or let 
liiifl drown you if that he his will ** (Pages 
20/21), 

(What a great taviour lo depend upon and. 
to be droy/nedt } 

7. THE PURPOSE OF HNGERS 



4. BELATED AND INEFFECTIVE 
ACTION OF GOD 
^* Really and truly Sri Ramakrishna was 
god hiru^lf. He assum&d this human body (Why did god give fingers to animals too?) 
A 



" God hae given us fingers that they may 
be blessed by repeating His name with 
them " (Ptoge 28). 
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8. 1JUMP= 1 MILLTON 

"Even if you 'eel no attraction Tor The 
lord, you will succeed by only repeating 
Hi ». name. Whether you juciip inly waicr 
or are pushed into it, your doth will get 
drenched will it not? " (Page 48), 

(She then fvoh^es a flen? tfiMry md mys, 
Mov,^ (har ihf doihes h //^ not be drenched If 
ygu are pushed), 

" Repeating the name of Cod once, when 
the mind is controlkd, is equivalent to a 
million repetitions when the mind siays 
a^vay from God. You mny repeat the 
name of god for the whole day, but if the 
mind be elsewhere, thai does not produce 
much result. The rq>etitiori of the n£me 
must accompany concentration." (Page 45) 

. 9. ILLUSORY HUSBAND AND 
; REAL HUSBAND 

** The Husband, son and the body— all 
ar« maya (illusory). Thcie arc all staukks 
of illusloc. Unless you can free ynnrself 
from them you wjfi not attain salvation*' 
{Pfigc5G> 

(But then her husband ahne was not only 
reu! bui " her sit " ! See leiQiv ) 

Q: Can tou call Sri Ratnalrislma 
your fflthcT ? 

A : Ye&- He is my fathef , my mother, 
my brother and my friend. He is my all 
(Page 15), . . . . 



10. ATTACHMENT ON PUBLIC 
DEMAND TS OK, 

"What is : his body my child? Tl is 
nothiDg but three pounds nf aRh*5(aFtftr it is 
btirnt). Why then so much vanity about jt? 
However big the body may be, it? culmina- 



tion is those three pounds of ashes only. 
And still people are so attached to it" 

(pagc3 SbtSd), 

(Bat she 0; ktnif enough to permU people 
to Hve //someone asks fhent to live, Remi 

'* When the master passed away, r also 
wanted to ga. He appeare^i before me and 
s^id ' No, you muit remain here. Thcfe 
a:c jnauy ihings lo be done ' (Pagt 14), 

fnickifyfor ^Qradam&ni Devi her hifjhand 
hfi many thifi^s i/ndone agaiitst his own 
pians^See beh^). 

"The master has predetermined what he 
is going to accomplish " (Pa^e 24). 

IL THOU SHALL NOT LOVE 

' If yoD love any ."luman being jou wilt 
have to Buffer for it. She is blessed inCccd, 
who can love only Gad There is no 
suffering in loving God " (Page 62]. 

(Perhaps by " God she means self! } 

12, THE GOD AND HIS SPIRIT 

" Banaras is permeated with the apirit of 
God (Page 11). 

"Call yn the Lord who pervades the 
entire Universe ^* (Page ?7). 

(The second quotation should vtviovsfy 
mean the ' Spiritless hrd" becoitve hS spirU 
is eon^ned to Banar&t ! } 



13. THE SELFLESS GOD 

Q; "fs h not true that God inspires 
man trt every action^ " 

A : '* Yes, it js true. But b maa cqqs- 
cious of it ? Hethints yl h\\ blind infatua- 
tion that he is the doer— he docs not rely 
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OQ God, Whqcvci suttendcrf himself to 
God is saved" (Page S4X / '. "" ' .' 

(Dops she mean that n/f action^ except the 
act cf surrendering or not surrender it\g tt? 
God are mspired by God?) 

14. PIJRF FOOD — PURE BLOOD 

Fitst offer to God whatever you tal. 
One must DOt eat unoffered fool As your 
food is, so T*i]l be y^ur blood. From pure 
food you get pure Mood, pure miod asd 

fls blood cancer caused by eaifng food not 
oJFered to Gad ? Don't many r^Ugious offer- 
ers also suffer from U ? } 

U. OPPOSirt SEXES SHOULD 

REPULSE EACH OTHER : 

"Wever be intimate vvith any man— not 
even witL your own father, oi brother. 
What to sp^ak of others then ? Let me 
again repeat, don't be intimate with a man, 
even if God comes to you in that form " 
(Page 61 J. 

(Ai she precludes even brothcf j father 
Sarddamarti woa a^^itre of atfd po.^^ihly 
experienced the Freudian incest i^ish), 

** Do not cast your eyes even oa a 
wooden represenLatiotiofa woman or even 
go near il '' {Page 64). 

fS^adamam inhere uking Ramakrishna's 
misogyfiic vie\vs. She possibly fih herself to 
Ire Ratnakrishriu's a[ii;rt:gif, more because o^ 
the demt^&s' blind adiiktfion Also if msn 
and women keep themselves away from soch 
other vilt not human race be extinct? Is thai 
what she iwjwij ? j 

(May be, by chance or accident she uttered 
a ioi^k c/ieJifenLwj v/htch do mske settse). 



"Our Master did not know much of 
reaoing and writing. The real tting is to 
have devotion to God" (Page 2* '24), : 

■ ' ■ # ' 

*'Give up this dry di-y^m^LiiiiDn, thiK botch* 
potch of philosophy. Who ba^ been able 
to know Ood by reasoning "? (Page 67). 

Al4 APOLOGY r *' 

*' r tell you one thing, if you want peace 
of min^, do not fina fault with others. 
Rather see your own faults'^ (Page 63). 

(Ohviousiy she hersvlf did f:ot bother 10 
ree her faults. Ax in <n rift led by her, our 
Ramakrshna Mathfrifuds did not {ry to 
jindfoiih with her utterances eUhet. Hence 
ihis article), . - • , -•' . t 



Adam & Eve Came from a 
Pigmy Chfmp-ffot God I 

The question who was ih« conY^on 
ancestor of Man and Chlmpanzo« it 
getting CI o»r to an answer by ECfantisli 

iisirtQ fjengtic dfferan^^f of rnQmmflla. 

The g«n43 of man anid hor ?» very as much 
as 20% Tho common enoestor 
aocordhg to Adrionne Zihlmiin of th* 
Unlversily of California at Sinta Cms. 
seems to be th^ pygm^ chimp Pan 
Panfscus. 

- ,. Americart Ratloni^itl 



LUIBIR'S CRIME 



Luther 



wtts guiJty of t\rt/o g-eat 
crimes: he struck the Pope in his 
crowrt and the monks in their befJy. 

r^Ersirmii 
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The llnpleasdnt 
Personalitt) 

of ta (hrist 

.Collrt Maine, Ausirtlis 



(The followiiig h taken from a booklet 
publJBhtd by tfce Rationalist Association 
of New Scuth WaleSv The auliior is 
an active propagan^list for the mtioiiaUsit 
eaiis«. Among the Author 'a other works 
h a booklet 'The dead hand of Iskm' 

- EtL) 

Jesus h(»Ids th& same positmn in the 
western world as Hitler formerly did in 
Gernia;iy, or Stalin did in Russia. Ftom 
aU sources — sthuols, the medja and from 
our parentR — he i& represeatisd as eithw a 
divine being oj a very good and wise man. 

The Jesus cult is much more worth 
att&ckiag than the vague god myth. Or in 
trying to prove that J«us did not exi$t. 
Even if hi ncvtr lived it would be Iiupussi- 
ble to produce evidence for this, a& one 
cannot prove a negauve. But il is quite 
easy to show that Ihe New Tesiament 
contradicts it&elf, and that the pcisonafity 
represented there is; far from admirable. 

Jpsus believed in slavery, torture and 
e^veilasting pmijshment, and in devils, and 
in many other absurdities. We can produce 
evidence of this fiom the Ciristians' own 
holy book. 



RatioQali^s and Humanists sfiould 
knock tfci* dangefoua document, the New 
Testameat, and insist that the pnvilcjes it 
now iias should be taken away. 

THE UNPLEASANT PERSONALITY 

I have just succeeded in reading throu^ 
the fourgospels^ aa exceedingly onerous 
task, as they must te Just about the most 
boring and badly wntten books ever 
produced — and I wjuld find nothing «* 
adniire aboi-t ftither the p«T£:onaIity of 
Jesus or the ideas that he put forward. 

There's not the Alightei^t evidence that 
iesus even existed. There is net one single 
reference to him by ci.her the Romans or 
the Jews &r Uis ywn lime. The four gospels 
were written riown at least 40 yeara after 
he is supposed to have hved. We don*t 
know who wrote them. I have learned 
recently that it U claimed that Luke might 
pO££ibly hav* b<en wrilten by Luke him- 
self. All that we do know is that who 
ever did write them must have been 
committed Christians. As the on[y 
accounts w* have of Jesus* life were 
written by his own followers^ it would not 
be at all surprising if he were to appear as 
ad eicemplary sort of person. 

But even though tht only records we 
have wcro wriUeo by Jesus* own followers^ 
jinrf any tiling which showed him in a bad 
light was destroyed when Christianity 
be(^me tte official religion of the Roman 
Enipire, Jesus still appears Tiar from noble* 

THE TORMENTER 

Not only does he not love his enemies, 
but he wants to to rlurc for all eternity all 
those who disagreed with him or refused to 
acpcpt that he was vhc mesisiabj whicb is 
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about as far from 'enemy loving* as it is 
possible to set. In Luke 15:27 Jesus says; 
"But those mine eneoiies which would not 
t&at I should reign over ih&a, bring hither^ 
AnA slay th^m before me". How very 
loving ! Perhaps Jesus was merely setting 
the precedent for ttat hallowed Ciiristian 
practice oT "Don't do as I d[> : do as 1 tcH 

It isdilScuU to think of a more ^distic 
and iiihuman doctrine than thiito:''hd] 
endless torture. Yet is was the good old 
^perfect being' himself, who thought it up. 
Indeed he seems quite attached to tte idea. 
Far more so than to that of tovjng 
enemies, which lie seems to meation only 
once. He refers to hell many times. 

In the parable of Lazarus (Lyke I fi ' 1 ^J 
he adds refinement to it. The damned 
soul, a rich man, who i^as apparently 
being lor tu red eternally merely to mate up 
for the g*od time he had while he was 
alive, asks thsit the begfiar Lazarus be 
albwed to just dip his finger in water and 
touch his tongue with it, for "1 am tor- 
mented in this flamc*\ The 'Priaoe of 
P*ace* gloatingly relates that even this 
small mercy i& to be denied to him. 

The wiy in which Jesus is always 
harping on the tornients awaiting thasc 
who wouldn't accept his message, must 
mati; him one of the mos: horribly 
vindictive human beings who have ever 
livid . 

There are afso do^^ns nF other pis^ages 
in which Jesu^ gleefully describes tlie tor- 
ments awiiiting th\>se who darsd to 
disagree with him. Whal coaUl bft more 
ext>]icjt than this passage (Mark 9 :41~4S). 
'Aii if thw hind olfend thee, cut it sfT; it 



is hetter for thee to entgt into life maimed 
than having two hands^ lo go into hell, 
into the fire thit shall never be qnenched; 
where their worm djeth not, and the Jlrc i» 
nst quenched. If thy foot offend the* ciit 
it off, it is better for thee to enter halt 
into lifCj than having two feet to be cast 
inio bell, into ^bc fire tbat sbdl nevBr be 
quenched." .- • ,.v - i 

PLUCK OUT YOUR EYES ' Z 

There are even two references to bet! in 
the Sermon on the Jwtount. One for cullli^ 
one's brother " raca "; eternal torment for 
calling someone a bad name seema a little 
severe. The other 13 for looking lustfully 
at a member of the opposite aex. I don't 
th\r\k that many rrale^ can have much 
hope of possibly escaping hell^ if this is 
taken seriously. The only men who a» 
hk,el> to c litter heaven ars homv^scxuals 
and the impotent. 1 will give this passage 
in full, as it gives quite an insight into tbfl 
character of Jesns. This is taken fronn th;^. 
Schonfield translatiDH in modern English 
(Panther Paperbacks): I use this vereioii, 
as the King James translation is ratiier 
vague (Matl]ew5: 2BJ. It reads: ''Yon 
have heard it declared 'you shall not 
commit £dul:cry\ but I tell you that who- 
ever stares lustfully at a woman has 
already committed adultery with them la 
his mind. If therefore your right eye 
gives cause for com^plaint pluck it out and 
cast it frnm you. i: is more advantageous 
for you to be diEfigured than for your body 
intact to be cast into blazing Gehenna '\ 

Those faint hearts who might be daunted 
by the prospect of traveiling through ^ife'a 
journey without eyes will b3 glad to know 
that Jesus docs have aiothsr solution to 
this ticklish problem of looting lustfiilly at 
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wocnen : he advistjs his followers to ca^itrare 
themsrives. (Mathev^/ 19 : 12). Alas! How 
many have er.qugh belitf to fnakc even 
this small iacrifice ? Oh yc of litlle faiih ! 

- ' MEGALOMANIA 

Anoiber unTortuiiate a&pect or Jesus' 

]>4r$oDality is his incredible egomarja. 
As with the contrast between his pious 
proDouticeiAents about * love \ and the 
gleeful way in which he describes the tor- 
tures awajling those who dared to disagree 
with him» Jesxis spends half his time prflis- 
iii£ the meek and humbl?, and the other 
half imkiag egotisticat statemeats, suc;h as 
his beait that he is greater tJian Sulurnuin 
or Jonah. (Mathew 12 ; 41) Hk claims 
to be tie " Son of God and comes out with 
audi humWe sayings as " I am the way, 
the truth and ihc lifc^ Bud nu matn comctb 
to the Fith^T hut by me "'. 

To find exatiiples of Jcgii$ megalomania, 
one has otily to ojxin the New Testament 
or practically any page. The book of 
jobn is particularly full of them. 

INTOLERANT 

Jcsus is also extremely intolerant, arid 
livhenever anyone puts forward a pcint of 
view which is difTer^nL to his own or is 
sceptical ahrtiif his clfiim^ to be the 
inessiah, he immediately flies in to a rage, 
calls them vipers and other unpleasant 
tiaujcti and thrcateas them wfih the TCr- 
tureEofhell. He also says that *' there 
Will be wailing aid gnashing of teeth'* 
^hen his kingdom is established. As he 
claimed to be the " Son of God " and said 
that the world was about to come lo an 
end in the immediate ftiture, he encounters 
quite an atnount of disagreement, which 
explains why he is perpetually bad- 



He jnsistfi that his intcrprttation of the 
laws of Moses is the only correct one anf^ 
hurls abuse at anyone who has a different 
version. Even so, when they are not to 
hii liking, he changes thcm^ usually be* 
cause they are not harsh enough for hi* 
taste. As for example when the Pharisee 
point out that Moses had allowed divorce. 
Jesus tayt that there shall be qu divorce 
fo: any person whatever (Mar): 10' 6-12). 
Jesus doesn*t seem to have had the 
ability to think in a fogicaJ Tianner. for in 
Miihfliv ]^:9 he iays that divorce is 
possible on the jgrnu-ids of adultery. 
P^haps his hatred of sex got the better of 
him on this occasion. 

Many of Jesus' siatemeflts are highly 
intolciant, sudi as : "He who iS Hot for 
me is against m? " (Mathew 12; 30), or 
" No man can serve two matters, for either 
he will hate one and love the o:hct, or he 
will hulU to one and despise the other." 
(Mflthew 6 : 24), In John 16 : 9 he says 
that it is a sin me-ely not to believe in him. 
Ke also says (hat ** No man "Off.eth to the 
father bm by me. ' He says that he want* 
to turn even member;; of the same family 
against each otlier (Mathew 10 : 34-1 fi). 
He seems to have been extraordinarily 
successful in this regard and in one part of 
the New Te3tijnnc:it, he even says that any- 
one who wants to be a fdlower of his 
*' must hate their father and mother, their 
Wife and child and indeed even them* 
selycs.* (Luke 14 . 26>, 

There are sq many intolerant sayings of 
Jesjs that it would be impossible to quote 
them all. The whole tone of the gospel is 
one of fanaticism and intolerance. 

Jesus is Qftcti put forward as a ' revolu- 
tionary, fighting for justice' for some 
jncomprehcusibk reason. There i% not 4 
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single word in the New Tcstamcr.t to 
support this theory 

Jesus invariably :akes the part of those 
who are in authority against those who ate 
under them. He sccmeiJ to see noihiag 
wrong with there beinj^ rulers do one hand, 
and slaves and subjects on the other. His 
only objection seems to have been that he 
wasn't a Lurd or Kinghi'mseir. The Jewish 
myth nf the coining meislali nrijide it possi- 
ble for him to imagir.e that he was the 
metsiah-lcinf whose arrival was ejcpectcd. 

DICTATOR 

In the parflMe-i hf repeatedly gives 
eiaqnples of kings and rulers whose will 
has been flouted, and who punish those 
wliu have dared to disobey them. Uftco 
t>ie piini^hm^nta^re quite fiendish, and nrt 
ir.eted out for the most trivial oJTences. In 
Luke 12 : 46 Jesiis gives an example of a 
manservant who misbehaves when hij 
njaster is awiy, and * began tg cat and be 
drunken/ The parable endft : "the 
niaster of that servant vill come, in a dav 
wtien he lookcth not for him, and a1 an 
hour when Kc is not await and will exit 
him in two/ 

Jn Luke 19:12 Jesus gives »n exampk 
of a mnn who went to receive a kingdom, 
'but his citizens hsted him, and sent a 
message af^cr him, saying: we will not 
have IbJs man to reign over us*. He ther. 
receives the kingdom— presumably after 
massacring some of his reluctant subjects— 
and the paraLplc ends *but those are my 
enemies who Ho not want that I sh<>uld 
reign over them, brin^ hither and slay 
them before me. In Mathcs IH:M he 
gives A parable in which a lord has ont of 
his servants 'ilelivered to the t<>rmentors\ 
50 he even approved of torture, fn 



Mathew 15:4 Jesus advnc^ates the death 
penalty for cursing one*s parents. In 
Mat hew 12 : 36 he says thai we will have 
to give account cf trvery idle wordm thC 

day of judgemftnt. 

TYRANNY 

Not only does Jesus see nothing wrong 
with tjranny, he doesnt even consider 
that rulers have any obligulion to act 
justly. The kings, and lorrfs in his pamblea, 
act LU a completely whimsical way without 
any sense of responsibility to their 
subjectSw Those who ruled could do as 
Ehey liked, while th*^ir subjects had no 
rights at alk Their orily hope was to 
ingratiaie themselves with their masters. 
A good example is tfte parable of the 
wedding fjp;ist (Mathest 33: 2-13) in which 
a king gives a wedding feast to which he 
invites various people, but they all decUae 
10 come. The king then loses his temper 
and tells hi& servants *^o ye therefore into 
the highways, and ai^ many as ye shall 
find bid to the marriage'. The king then 
sees one of hi& guests without a wedding 
garment, whiLJi^ tunddcring the way he 
went about inviting hJm, shouldn't have 
surprised him, but he becomes infuriated 
and says ; 'bind him hand and foot, and 
take hjnr. a^ay^ and cajt him into the outer 
durknc^r Thtf* wj[l be waUiug «j]d 
gnashing of teeth'. No wonder the oth«r 
guests didn*c come I , 

In the paiable of the judge (Luk* IS : 5) 
Jesus could see nothing wrong with a judge 
punishing a woman merely to avoid bdng 
naggid. 

Jesus saw nothing with slavery. As L E^ 
Levinc says in his book, *The Many Faces 
of Slavery', * 'Christ accepted the practice 
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of slavery. He believed that a slave was 
duty bgund to serve his master well". 

NEVER READ 
Icdeed most Christians don^t even $&6in 
to be aware that these parts arc there at 
all. The world seems to be full of pcopk 
who tliink the Bible is tbe best book ever 
wTiitcD but who have never goi round to 
adunlly reading it. At lea^t they don*t 
seem to have the least idea as to what if 
aelualiy in it. 

Ff tbeywere to actually take the trojbh 

to examine the New Testament they woulci 

fijjJ out ttial It is the ' luving ', ' forgjviDg ' 

parfs Bvhidi are in the minoH.ty, and which 

are totally out of character with the rest of 

jt So if 9ny part c&d be s^id to be an 

_ " iTiterpolation ' or ' out of context ' it must 

^ be the ' good bits\ 

The few words ot Jesus on which his 
reputation as a pacifist or socidl rcfottoei 
are baset!, can be foiind in the Sermon on 
the Mount (Mathew 5, 6 and 7). Even 
here only verses 19 to 26 and 34 to 4S in 
chapter 5 can be fcalJy said to be in this 
category, and even tbe first of these is 
mixed up with threats of hell and rctrlbu- 
. lion. 

Of the rest of the Sermon on the Mount 
— suppostd to be the pea): of Christian 
teaching — practically all of (;hapter^ € and 
7 are about religious observances. 

MESSAOE OF JESUS AN EVIL ONE 
,, ,^'Th^ message ariesus is an. evjl one. It 
"^ilia message of cruelty and hate, of faaati- 

cism, megalomania and intolerance All 

the sick ideas of the Christian religion: the 
-idea cf eternal torture, the warped attitude 

tci $cx, the worship of authority, the 



intolerance for all other ways of tbought- 
can all be directly traced to its founder. 
Tbe atrocities committed in the name of 
the Christ jar. religion were all iucv liable, 
otice the idea a of Jesun ivere taken 
seriously. 

A man who believed in hell would be 
acting quite logically, indeed humanely, 
wher he burned heretics alive - it was far 
better that one man should suffer for half 
an hour and by his agonies warn others of 
the fate that awaited them end &o save theni 
from an eternity of such pain. It would 
be a charitable act to invade other coun- 
tries - much better that a few thousand.., 
or a few millioa even...... die. At least a 

few would be saved from hell. It would 
be a positive duty to supprcaa enquiry and 
keep people jgnoranl. If hell were a 
possibility, any course of action wot Id l)« 
jn&tjlied, - . : 

The ghastly history of the last 2000 years 
in Europe - the religious wars, the witch 
hunt^p the sypprcggion of knew ledge, the 
tyrannieil govern men ts^ the hnrnfnp *t 
the stake and other tortures, the fear and 
the guilt were all the inevitable result of 
such a man as Jesus being admired and of 
hi£ ideas being 4ak«ii seriously. 



immi m\s cf mi \m mim 

Fhe real problems in iNorthern 
Ireland are economic and social 
Injustices in empTDyment, housing 
and education. Protflstants (EnQlish 
and Scottish settlers camo in 1567) 
are in control of the basic power 
basis and ara not willing to share it 
with others. 
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Varnashrama—The 
Dangerous Concept 

— Mukund 

What i^ actually implied by the va-mis/i- 
Tfima.' It is easy lo eipTain the mrmis as 
the Pour-fold cla&strtca: ion of society bjised 
on diviiion of labour, and the asihrafnax iis 
the Ibur stages nf individual ]ife, vifiujlt^cd 
by the anient Tndiar thinkt-'r.N. With this 
academii: apprnach, one cm wriu volume;* 
uii tht bubjei;' T^iert: 'm m^ iJt:aiLh o\^ 
material But that elTort does not enable 
you t<3 get any objecdve insight into the 
conccpl. What is the real nature of iht; 
Vamashrama artil what iirc its imp lit aliens? 
Ho^ does it influence the Indian mind and 
what 3Te itfi consequeitcc:^ on our nfttinnal 

behaviour? The issue needs to be exa- 
tnined critital.y from the psyche log tea! 

and htehjiviniinil pninK ruf vjpu;-. 

Fir>ii of all, let it he understood that (lit; 
tiuinber foaT in i his conned lion is immatt.- 
rial. W hut her the ujrr^w.t were nclii filly 
Tour as prescribel, and uheiher at any 
tims in history the Indian socitty was 
lea^ly itivjOcd in t:ic fijur ^iuLi|f;i, doH itui 
raaiitr ai a,l]. ft is n point of historieui 
irit*.rcsi, not ane of consequence to u^ 
today- The number tAa a &if n-ficiin^c. bui 
oT a psychological nature. Ii attaches 
sacnedress to the theory and makes r.orma- 
tive things look like abjtctlve ones, The 
nuinbcTing device wai an invcntiort of ihc 
orthodox Thiit e nil bled them t<i i<mpo^>e an 
appearincf! ofejciCtitude m someTlifri*: ih;ir 
v:aa basir3:lly vaa;ue. Thereby, anything 
prescribed caitdy sacred. It alsui enabled 
the believers to commit thinyi to memory 
without using critical acumen. 

Many examp les i>f numerol ogiculiliusons 
eould be given : one ultimately Reality, 
two mc»d£t lilies, three gu/ms. fiuir yugas^ 
h\e moHabhittas^ six vtkarax, seveji nnisrikas, 
eio.ht iiigfiala^^ nine ^raho^, Wn flmtaras, 
sahasffi namm, and ibirtv-thrcc crorcs of 
5. . 



goes \ in ihe light uf s;^ience. these numbers 
have ni,* sign iflcit nee. Most of them imply 
refii mentation of mind and lass tiF origins- 
lily. But such devices have i hold on the 
CiinfoiiniKt mint! liiAi bclitveii dial Liie 
uriciem indiaji^i Jiavc djict*vercd ullimtilc 
soUiions iL> all problems of humaii life for 
all iJmes to etymc The yar/ia.jhraina theory, 
as ii woiiltf be discussed here ii the bed- 
rock of this niL'ntalily. 

VARNAS AND CASTES 

It is ^il^iiys argued th^t \hc mrneis are 
quite d lift rem from cajitcjii. . There is n 
point in this argumeuL that cantioi be 
refalec. Bui it is tlie vartvi theory that 
gives teligi^ptis :>anction to the caste. The 
mrnmnre said to be divinely ordained, the 
Uita being its principal authority, The 
theory implies that iJve poiiitian of a person, 
in the society basically depends upon hirlh^ 
and til a I the duties te Jias to perform are 
accordingly oblifatory. It i>; sajri to he 
preferable to do the duty of one's own 
vtufia even at tlic cost of deLiTh than dcing 
the duty cf another \'iirm in a better way. 
Wiiat is said of the varrtes, in practice 
a^^plies tn castes: the roriiic; exist in 
idea logy but the latter in reality. The 
offerings fivcn to God always go to the 
u gents of God, So the var/ja theory 
actually gives religious support to the 
citstc. Hence from the behavioural point 

of vieiv, vtirtt-JH and castes are only different 

names that reprcient the same ideology. 

For a superficial observer the castes 
appear to be drei^king down, because free- 
dom of proftFsston exists ard la hoOE have 
gone (iown, Bui so fur as thebasfc mentahty 
is coiicerned (Jie position is quite contrary. 
The casti* is ^ill tht major factor 
that puts limjiationa on the growth of 
jndivjduLiI pctsonditicai, They create jol- 
]ecti\<; e^ios and peculiar entoiionaj needs 
which Ehe members can satisfy only wi^h n 
the respecTi\c eaatcs. This mentality is 
uncon eiously emulated by the professional 
groupii. They also show a tendency to 
surrender iodividu^Hties in favour of *e( 
pattern^i, to foj m their own worlds, and he 
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uncancel' ned about ihci^t vha du not 
bdong to the foJd. The mentality that 
itrruiicb lo rcco^jjiisc ihi>str ptopit as Imma" 
bcirgs. ^^ho do not fdll within the chosen 
drde, seen evsjiy where to-day, i^ derived 
rrom caste pam^hia]i:>ni. The siib-tortsci- 
ous hel:cf in the viffnu theory is working at 
the back of thts. 

Now. wJiat docs tiie vama theory imply 
in acujality';' Tt implies thai ihc i^tijiiing 
social order at any given lime, based on 
whatever inequaiif es, is Sticred and there- 
fore cannot be riidically chalknged- It 
mc^Db :hat every bodv must find virtues in 
the E^tabJiSfhmcni ;ind rccujncilc to onc\^ 
lot i^ithoul a spirit nf revolt. Well, one 
can criticise it, and the cri lit ism is welcome, 
so fsr as the critic is only a reformer and a 
revivalist. One can condenii evib in the 
society on tht grounds that the> did not 
p*i?t in the Vedic tiirifs. So the vfirmi 
theory has made ui confirmed coifof mists. 

EXPLGlTATJON-aASED SOCIAL 
SYSTEM 

The iheory uphoidi tiie existing social 
order. Bll[ whiii it, that social order? The 
ideal of the society is quoted from; the 
Ramayanu and the M^ihahJiarata^ Uut 
ihal wah :i mjr'iiiev:^! stu^s.ty buijffil on ilie 
feudal vaJues. of Jifc. I[ xvas a society 
tias<ai iin cxplfjiLii.iim of wotnan by man. 
of son by the :~ather, i>f >oun£er brothers 
by the eldest itm. of pupils by th« tcicher* 
of wrvantji by ihc ma-iiici , of belie vcti by 
the priests and of musses by the privileged 
classes, Pnuer at aT levels renained in 
ih« hands of the ofder gentrjition and future 
chan^eiin liuman life ivere never visualised. 
Virtues and Jdtuls to sustain such a society 
wets advocated for the ccnvenierice of ihe 
privileged, and the exploited ones were 
made lo beJicve that iheir own in ere si l-iy 
in reconciling with their lot whirh vjss. the 
result of their pa -it deeds, carried forward 
from ttieii pic villus birti:s. So a theory 
thai tries lo uiihold such a medieval social 
order canrot but h« dangerous. It is in- 
s onrpatihle with the ideal of the scM^i^tisCie 
pdttcrn of society^ 



Mow^ iis regards the ^5/f/"iwna.f, Jt roay 
appear that there are no grounds to find 
fault with the.Tfi at lea at, though you riiay^ 
with the V'jrfics. The four stages are well- 
known. Brahmacharyu is the period of 
training!, Curing f^r^hastya one is to enjoy 
fainily life and afer having done that enter 
vuttciprasihit. the period of retreat from 
personal interest, and finally tale sanyasa, 
the Stage of complete selflesEne^^. [n one 
aciLse* Llicy imply a gradual development 
towards maturity, sii£adtyand detsichment, 
in the individual as well as social interest. 
Even vi/ithout any as-tiffimu theory, a wise 
man would do the same. That the Hindu 
thinkers thotight of all this, in those 
ancient diays+ Is of course, oormncndable. 

DANGERS OF ASHKAMA SYSTEM 
[Jut the aslnntHu ilieoiy htis also ili 
dangerous implications. It indicates that 
life is a pilgrimage, through different 
stagCR, to an eternal hfc. All aGtivjiics 
Mc suppoi»ed to he directed to the attaining 
of mo^.^f^tf. the !ipi ritual realisalion. The 
aim of the -tfl/ij'oi'w is to atTain the 5late 
of spiritual freedom, "to take the ^ideress 
of the whole earthy dwell in Jt>ve^ and walk 
irt right oil ^nt'ss ". Hut what do all these 
pious words ultimately mean aid how do 
they guide our nHEiona! life? 

The idtai tjf the mttyasM is eulogised 
beyond limits. His religious experience is 
declared ti> be of a fself -cert ifyingchEir act er. 
No proof is required. He is uiily expected 
to ' jtfetify his inmost eonvictiotis in a way 
that s£]lisfies the thought of the sge ", This 
means what ht needs is the urt of control- 
ling people at any given time. And ppople 
cotild be controlled only when they accept 
the dnirmas as absolute troths and refuse 
to subject them to scientific tCNts in the 
light of advancing science So the mhrcma 
theory has in practice, prL?*irr3hfuj thft ideal 
for the highest personal ambition of be* 
coming ii stif-appuinled, sacred VIP, 
looked after by others^ This me*ns ^n 
encouragement to ignorance, hypocrisy, 
explairation and iclf-indiilgciicc. • 

I'fo iw camhuk'd v 
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Book Review 



n N. R=y- 



ndlas V— ireet kalioriausl 

and kfevolucionapy 



M. N. Roy was a unique and compiex 
personaliiy who played a revolutionary 
role in polUics on three contment^. His 
life was more than a fiction, an epic of 
sufferings, Eiacrifice and dedi cation. 

To overthrow British Imperialism, 
ihrougti armed insiirrection, Roy spent his 
very early life j.i underground revolutionary 
movement and as a part of it left India in 
search of arm^ during the first world war. 
Risking his life many a tjme, h<± travelled 
Lind::r dilTcrcm r.unrti^s through China, 
Japan and fmalJ/ America, where he 
happened to study Marxism, and being a 
born r^tioiiaUiC be could travel beyond 
iiutiOiiali^iu to communism. It h a unique 
incidence, that this Indian directed and 
parlidpatud in the Comrnurrtst Rcvoltitijn 
in Mexico, the first one afiei th^ Ru^siiin 
Revolution. It was a tribute to ths adiiuve- 
mer.t of Roy that LeriLn actually entrusted 
him with the laik of developing the 
Communist I nt>^rnutiuii:t J. [lis no wonder 
tliat Roy wda i'nc roLiudt;! of ilic ijuiiiiiiuuisjt 
movement in Indi^i. Rny's thesis an 
national and colonial qiii::stion subfnitted 
to the Comminisl Iniemational was a 
great contiJbutioii, whith Lxflin iinajly 
accepted in spite of his eRily HiffpreTice 
■hiiih Rt,iy. 



Roy was in the vanguard of Communist 
Revolutbonaries like Lenin, Trotsty, 
Stalin, aorodin, Maurice Thorez. Man. 
Ho Chi Minh end the like. 

Panicipatiitg »gain in the cQnimuiii!Jt 
niovemenl in Chma and (hen in G*^rmany 
before Hitler came to power, Roy was to 
come to India during the 1^30 Sat>agrdha 
Movement, to give &haj>e ty ihc freedom 
straggle for social rec:nns.truction and to 
iransforra it into a revolutionary moven^ent 
foi freedom of man from poverty, miiery 
and yrthodoAy. Hif hud, however, lo 
remain in jail for & yeari, au te *afi 
finally convicted in Meerui Conspiracy 
Case. During this period and thereafter, 
Rty, a great intellectual and an original 
thinkpf, ivrote seve.-al books, which is 
pcrhdps the great and permanent contribu- 
tion to human thought for salvation of 
human problems by rationalist, scien:iflc 

and human aj>pfoach. 

His bouksi '^Letters from Jail", 
"Memoirs", '"From savagery to Civiliza- 
tion'', "Heresies of Twentieth Century", 
"Materialism", "Scjenceand Superstition", 
and '*Mev Humiinism" rev«al diait he was 
a rationalist to the core. 

The iniellectual eminence of Roy 1^ 
beyond dispute. He will also live a& a 
thinker. Freedom was the one aim of his 
life. In search of freedom lie tmuc u^ain 
travelled beyond Communism to Scieiuific 
Humatiisni. Developments that took 
place during the second world war and 
iui.ncdiatcly thereafter in the political and 
sneial field and in the field nf science, 
technology and philosophy compeJI^ Roy 
to re-examine all hi& ideas in quest for 
truth. The experience of Ihc unti-faticist 
v/Ar and its ^flermath ^ave hjrth lo ztew 
ideas and ideals to move humanify to a 
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riev^ iiticial order and Roy foimilJat^U lIk 
PhilosLiph) of RatiiLiil Humanism, which 
perhaps is the essence of Roys ihou^m. 
fin the prtisciit politicdl background, it i;; 
not difiitjult to rtaliiw Uial so \ong ^^ 'he 
Tadian peupk will nol ltoss I be reHgiuu>i 
bonds bcyonJ caste, supersiition and 
scvt^aJ self imposed f est rit titans, iinc J*arn 
tn respect man a& man. India's mitlloni of 
poor will continue to hvc a sub-humjin life 
perhaps for nary generations. Kor this 
reason. Roys' phito^gph) han rclevenc*; in 
ihe present times. 

(M. N, Roy-Polilicar Biograpli^ by 
V. B, Karnic, Na^. Jagriti S:im:ij. D-4fi. 
Lokmaciya Nagar. Mahim, Bi;iiYilJdy-16. 
Pages 656, Prke Rs, 125^* 



(Tht book is flva liable 
Madras-S E<L) 
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SINS OF Goa 

Sins oT (he faihers 
Visit tlicii soiiii 

Cbrisl, r do riot befieve in 

iiiL'^i (mtioji 
But, as you had said 

you arc the son of God 
[Bo then, God bad Sinned f> 
[ feci those jewii 

by crucifying you 
Eitpiated yojr fath&r**: stins 

Chdsc — if any ibirig — 4H>iicd for 
God's SitiaT 
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Skylab-Tli« 
Harmless Demon 



[Mf. Ca^ie Chatty «s reldois rtiay ba 
awara it the PrdaJdorit of Srt Lant* 
nationalist A$$ociailon. Wf. Clark* 
referred to in the poern in a ' intSf- 
nattpnallr krown sfikeiit;^ fjgticn writer 
of Sri Lanka— f<; ] 

' It is a dorr^on in the sky, 
'Pray God to mv# u^ all. 
No sc'Si^ti^t can tell us wh^n 
Or where the srourge may fall. 
And in The auqust Lok Sabha, 
The aged rnysiic said, 

I cannot tell you what to do. 

But we will all be dead. 

lgnor9r>t folk sold alJ they had, 

They feasted, sang and danced, 

Fof they would have Iheir final flmg 

'Ere death on them advanced. 

Bjt we in Lanka had no qualms, 

For we had Arthur Ctarkt^, 

"Enjoy, relan", he boldly said. 

Don't panic in the dark. 

^to single human will b« hurt 

By dabris that may fall, 

I'll give 9 iBkh to any one 

Who's even scratched at alf. 

And now themonstor some conjured 

Has left us all intact, 

\%\' £ gvve tbe palm to Arthur Clarke 

For fiction and for fact 

- lAntv^n Casts Chmtf, Sri Lafik^ 
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IS RATfONALrSM A FANCY? 



Rilioiiali&in or mtionajist upp roach is neither a fancy l>Dfn tmt of sporadic 
vhim tior a hobby. It is an ititellecttial and scientifx- approach towards every facet 
iFe, born out of conviction and not imagiriationr 

Rationalism, therefore, js not rncrely an 

[Ideology, but a concept bora out of 

jinowledge of primal trutfi ihat the myth 

luT belief of the existence of so called god 
and religious rituals, practices and preach- 
ings woven around it — isa mon&troua fraud 
being perpetrated ornnjinkind fur centuries 
and whkh has corrupted and stunted the 
inentai growth of man, 

Ra:ioTialis3i is an attitude which Joes 
plot permEt taking anjlhini for granted. 

Jaless it has hfen tested on the an vi J of 

reason and found to be ffSiultlessiy true. 
■Heiiice+ rationalism is a burning zeal, which 
'shouM not be confined tc ont's self, hut mus: 
,be it IS owed to spa cad Tar und wicie, so Us 
'to enlighten, as many persons aa possjbJc, 

with the primal tnith and Yib^rs.t^ then: 
:from their mental bondage of ilhi^ory 

jeliefg and supeistitions, 

This gipantjc Task can not befulfiecd: 
^ii]«$s every Rationalist is prepared for 
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sacrifjcc, as much as he could, Tlic least a 
nitionalisf tit]] sLitTifjcc, is TO donate 2% of 
his, ''her annnj=il net income to the Tsdian 
RsitionsiJisi Assoeianon^s Eido^vment Fund. 

1 am confident that every sitieere 
Rationalist will respond to my earnest 
fippeal immediately. 



Y. A. LokhLindwala^ 
rresi[len[ 
Ttidian Ratioiiiiljst Asfioeiatjon. 
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TAMfL IMADU STATE RATfONALIST CONFERENCE 

The Rationalists *ind Rati(>n:iliKi sympftthjscrs in Tamil 

Nadu will be ghid to learn ihat the FTRST TAMIL NADU STATE 

RATIONALIST CONFRRrNCli will hi; lu^td 

at 

MADIRAI 
on 

Saturday, 3 1st Mn.v llffiH ^ 

Dr, NARASIMHATAH 
(former Vice-ChEinccllor uf Biirtgalort Uiiivtisity) 
will inaiigiimte ihe tionfsrcnce , 

\4r. Y, A. LOKHANDWALA 

(President, Indian Rationalist Association) 

will preside over the conference 

Many oiiicr eminent rational is Is frcHn Mi over Tamil 
' Nadu vvijl be partj!:ipEting 

AU the Rati on ii lists of Tamil Nadu ure rcqucHlcd to 
parifcipate ai the ahove Con Fere nee and make il a 

Grand Success 

Delc|:<iie Fee : Rs, 5..- ^ 

Plea fey \.'nrc11 youfself a*j ft D^slrgatp 
by fcmittinu: the delegate fte tu 

Dr. J. C. B. ABRAHAM 
Vice-Prindpal 
Aincijiruu College 
Madurni-rii5 00:> 

or 

TreafiiEror. 

Indian Rjuionalisi Aisociation, * 

2^/ IS, Panthton Roud 

Madi iib-eoo CHM 

Due to Limited spiice a^^d,uthe^ organiiialional diificulttes 

the number of dele^iates is proposed to be restricted to 
30(), Kindly rnroll jovirself at the earliesL 
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"A moral code without religion" 
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By ROBERT I.. PAYTON 

FOR most over 30 w-ho read 
l>Qotei^ the namiP win Pu- 

H^ 31 the ftut^0^ of ih* rnnit 

iois^.j^ e^*r wfittsn. Audi tht tuthqr 
ot ill I nait popuJir hister^ of Wk- 
Wfin **tv|]ii*iion ei»T T' - ■■ ji 

thcji;t:h it rurre to 10 b-t 

Will CMrsit wKl h* r- - 

tntNT, mn& Ma fTfedUAl« «iiiJ.it3,r.t< 
L-q-iyttior pud ^iTt duj'niE ^3 Qt 
ItUiH I'Wri 1i» HUU wllh bivii- Wh'en 
I mst Hi?jn Itt Hom^Lni^iir Ne-* 
Vr,T€ r*r*-ni,\y lh«v w«rB r'idtlxig 
Mt5. Dunirifi. hrothsp. MishAtl 
Kn-.fmas.. IhHr hcne ts In L« 

BfL^fed tUJM, CHLCint alts r«»(l' 
jre- in a tMrJejard raddliB cIlMr (it 
WTiiti JDort ct limnuiLtf'i «n|Ohns 
tioir. Mrs, Dumnt, » lii*lj 71. 

t MP. 

L7 rttxt book, «n inti*atpicU»d 

vr,iljjri* !»t "T"h^ S^bnrT <*•■ fTlvl- 
'l!l1jt|[t|nTi" to bB cnllwl "TllC Atfi ot 

- Tht ibai? ot tbiRlt QWI^ Itirei^ "/ 

I 1tu«l AvhTihEcvgriiphsr"', IH ■till In pra- 
A ceRL Lbi «ai]icir« JrtLLJ.'Ct«Eit to rinijili 
fthKr work fhllt M nurh mW-V >'«^ 

bu]j|jeEi l]ufL ll'i^jlt tx) b'R LncLui4»d.. 

Thii pitrAftriil n*rj' crqule Hai 
fipant It,? piM 4" vetrs m ttiertua* 
oi rhs wsjlem wwW, Ihelr (JUr' 

4Jf Wfcattiii tJ V) LiWI,ti*Hi- with a p*r- 

tlcblkr HHiMrjiid4 on Ui« Lfp ol tb* 

ThM beLiifv* th:it the tiu^ flt 
lii&i'^ty hclpi tQ ander-Giand the ptt- 
itiA aid t<> ■Tili'cLpBt'a tht ratuj'ti 
Tor the BJ'es^Eil Ls ;h? i>a£L HjU»d 
ttp for fccllnri natl tb* pis-t ''i thi! 
pf«ft«it uuKHed for urideistaniinsv 
SucfL fplnracTA dot iht isflrls ?* 

isalon. k ai,jmmfry htjLuae <t' hli 
itLKjfhti ■ni! IuiIxh] EoitB o-n hi^tdrr 

e/ "Tiw Lepsojia <ti Hlitarj'"". 1 flsk' 

tirnc- vDLsM cBiLst mn to irevUe mr 

of his iilpwi 

"Importgni thJnt* nirV« lh*ppeniwl 
«iB-i* Ibal, Tas SjUbUS'tiefl, hte thai 

of Hirriiprion IrvHore", 
How diLd Wabcraitlc nwnm M!» 

igiin<t. tbe hi^wie norms foi peil" 
tlci.] carrufillAnT T tllud. 

■ Th* a.aawtr ]a, 'perfectlT n«i- 
(nfll,"' hft s*kl. ■"Hirdl!^ unj f^*- 
trcmtnt- ^l *vf-r ssJRtwI, so far hi 
I tnov, ttul djcpt haTe iBmf 6&r- 
mpuon. BiWfcUse human IWinjii ftt* 
IWl botTi tfl th* Ten fJ&HlinliiKi- 

raenU, thir hare td suffer ttufr.,. 
evenfulll* Irsm tn pibe? them lA* 
nii:ct) •& :e necBBBrr U) sftay (lUt al 

JH-: -.,,"■ 



h&w oftm b»Ki chiiJl«nrf*<l- AV 
thauih lUi QrtlttiuiE litjeriJT Rtytt 
Hdf ftrnjJ(tit -Tin fiiorr "f C»:]L- 

^liiozi" !□ an 4>r,oriTuiiJi. r^iiilr^ilc^. 

CTltlci hire lonf faiilttHJ him lo: 
hLs aBcump'tiiT'nB n tid 111 i >Tttii it#? 

The^ trt not tinrd to brlnat nut 
For otn tWrai. h* behtv^a ihn 

"hlEtory Lb. i frHfinriiEi d:( dloLDf>'". 

"U'ls '.'BT^f flmpH!", h* iBld e«rni 
«fclb" '■■'^ '^ < ii3t rjl p.jiL*rftLi oi LkIIi 
a'.n hue Linpu]!>fi had t« b« Itiim 
■ -ii AnLTLiL ntevdEd Ln tiir^Lvf: Ase* 
r«i[veii£«&,. pi,ljr,a>:;ltj, K-lUiTilTiHt 
to sitll* ard to kUi jr nertiaarj^. 

ht t,urf when ya\l'6 ^At flgilri., , 
AH Ihes* virt* thnr. *■« live ft»«Pi 
vir:itBi oE*ci. *rtl tti*f .-«lntln Ifi 
(I* becaunfr we tmv*n't hqd a*:i]:irn7 

leiaa «nnusl:i, ]'( mfty ink* Ltin'J' 

i^ar<La cf vtiri of sfJU^irj tn ]*iirri 
1 17 ectllKitlvelv conlrni th«a animil 
]Bl|lulMs. rSfm ihH' «'«— ift nur 
tta^-urf. W* hi*e t* tJU^ 11 P nitli 
tUmi. -Wii flr« wlniii, we :j»Hi to ^. 

Wi cm't leiTP tMt fnouih. 

we tnnw ftC tnuld e*'- aLcOa J/ 
pfirple wtrt not k;qu)4itive iinj 
pupitclmjj? Mhvb« y»U hlTf* tn 
ftni Hir« rmee In i^ vtllM!, ^tvla 
it the vniuRfe I>e4>pr« didn't fiifv* 

tnv •iCqiUuiuviB<ii& aothiits voum 

fci dofflt. 

Till lldjUf *■ }}inr« Kr« in tC' 
t«0ipt CO tt!n]t]iit« ttie iiTiitidt t-cr 

Willi ^'ould bt the rMult. b.niriKl- 

fi.lv'^ invar MAk I III I. ^ItMttHn}" 

But :h«r« U ■ dii-lier t\At la h.i 
thauif ^l 1 41 R-*jt Th* t9Ri tf tbt 
C0itv<ir,fnc.ioe) rJiinte^ whfn he- itid 
his Vrtfe focEia mi ih^^ probifm '■-^ 

Wh.Ti i« Wri^TiB rrith the Wi?'j Id «i,[^ 

W'hut U n«cdA^ to mike -% riahc. 

The Hia*e *#r,oijB problem latins 
Ufi. »tcetrd]r,ff to WU. Durant U tirra 
ii*J-Ch fOf A C#w Jilfl*rB| b«Jia fW 
MKlat?. H mcMrtl rt|wwr*t;oii •! 
KKl^tjr. 

itnovthf tnst Dur*fli hid tMStn 
td>jcBtid M * Homari CalJlcUt. thit 
h* h»ri pv(*n MtBdied lot i^ani tim*" 
l:i the Sfminai-T *ni tJiat he hid 
lelt thii cmureh In h^s tari^ J*, 
TJ^irr -cr rtiire, j ailicd fllBl vt^n 
111 [hMjBhi. WIS tiie aora] b»st» 
lOr scidet),'. nr it th^rv H. i?n«. 

"Th«t'3 i Itiribli pjpfrlem', It* 
Mid. In ■ voft. vnSii'*. lnl«i:jul* s*. 

ri9aiBL "NohadT t$T««4 tIUi mt tin 




Ariel and T'lii Durant. m-a iithors of the li-Tulutn* 'The 8t*ry oi Clvil]Eiati■>n■^ ai!-^ 
undef n tHi? on a pjinffier'a day. iPhoto; Dlclt Kraus, SewadayK 

sntlV tlK&SHl iivt. Ourant, lUU tn* 

Lilsertirjuri tronn her d,^-i ai 1 su- 

.._.-* ■". ,-, rifiari:h..st KhocL wber* 

» her teicher. 

D[ tilt !'■ Ihinkeri Pe- 

nan SflCS ri'pp.m *irftSt la 

T^ln* w!.^ Voi.i aniS I ftlf* 



on tlfle ctuei' 

h»ttel in-diapta- 

h till rDB- 



tiari. It rei:S|l>M« - 
rs! cride b? f 

TTinti nun i[ r 

tb« feir Eri God? 

tlan tw' va b(?p ">! 

thm Idea., a- ■ - 

mentlna WLtt: -, .-v- 

v*f bien trsc y -^ 

KiiMLa. It la ;!reat«r 

ttmn 'Mirmu" .■^cauj'i 

ai fur ti I k morll 
r«d*a hfcve Ut.- J, ,.-.^ r" ile 

Hi^d'^nify mui bea|' i^ %* btllfvtd 
[h«t t:i« mor»l aom htd feten Aiytrt 

t*; ir.r\ ify 0Q'\. T *■ CommanjA- 



ment?!. ■were ni!'!' 
'G,(S(i ;ttid,' th^A 

L»tti! tn -fruT 
iijrnefl to th^ poll 
LE.k4 iL'.iniuiL'.j 30Q 
Asbtt^iu^ for' 1 



>i^&j« ta k , 






Big rr^ 



w 



i?- 



a 



"It BMna M 
aari ^ find ;:■ 
B Klifton. f-n 



right pibo'jt ite time ChJltt wis 
born. HtiiMJallV W»s rsps f o{ § tyb- 
s-dtutc. Ijul It tilt*"; spo r*-«-i» fetl^ii* 
CsmiSttnttnf: accepted :t. " 

"Vo'i n'r°>.-!l P. BTta.! orxanlMT." 
Urt^ n ■ipd. 

'■It ■>' .TiEOfttBt." PuraJii 

L^iftt tti* trtOf »' CO'il of the p#op[e i V] tiB OIV » shaaow , 

r.*Art«d * DH' buM, a nsw Lcllrl'Cru* ^rit man. rtnd I'm 

4-1: (n'j.',i.n . " i' '''"^i "■1^, beciusr 
T^ 1:!ie rsaliiOEialJfit pdiltiOQ ID4UT- 

' Fbj the c«iii&D» iaa,:i." ]» m- 
Tv^red "il JNinj tel. th* eoBWjah 
ii\*n iWKt i% no Osd-- ■" 

^"Thtn fh*t hw he?' Uw- Cu- 
9'».nt uke4. 

"Th^n hei m'UI fall lo pirees tao- 
TF-siy. On the r\t.f%*r hirirt ^ man 
lit* nt. . .1 sii ' " I** 

fiij« 1 ret* in I. '.Hflit 

iLitan. whJLe I have d:BCEii'd.«u the 

rHJ«Joa. rhat'i 
[M^SitilUi 



TOurt 



1 dc- 



|p,p en the ChrisUnn >' 

wtiii'.-h w»* *hen tic. ■' 

the Chrijiun lauh. 



Thcugii ik« 
w* r<t:Mn jta 

- - ^ eificc*, 

*("n ta Puf 

fiTi thp >h*ii- 

iitkii. hut v'a «ro 
tnni faith to our 

■ " ■ ■"■ ithiitti. Wfl 

»"i ethlct 

vLpi ijT. :,tf iilwdo* (J A 

A vfr» prectrt*u-i thadc* '" (blttiihiHid hr *^* 

Tjoa. .*nrBlB» TtD^» - W*»liln«V>q 



nrjl |TSH1il|«lttne 

«njtr ■■^- -■--- - 
J- r* ■ 

•'.'S.V. 



"Ht tJvi» on th« urosjifl, rni itv r*»t X*** Scirket- 



124. 
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' nn und t.i*' pi^t :.i 111' 
,. : MYiLlfd far Liid^rjitnndltsjE 

unch epLfii'a ir.s diot the 'Atrk of 
Wlil JXrant a ad i»]«ur liis C^nvftio 
ffl.d4;Mi. A i-'jinn\iry vtiLune of tiii 

aprwiirpfl in ^(^fi^ ijAd^r ttlf!- tJUi 

ed hirn whfthtr thta^ HTtCC tbit 
tLme 9^u]d tAu^t blD to rrrlw ciir 

auwft ifi4.b v&jf ifubllibetl, Hkf iiuL 
W»f«i^»i« • flair, but v* h*d he«ni 
er Moil "tittarv". 

p_ "■ hiftiHe jwfraii tor paU^ 

■'Trt* lawcr tsn 'p«r*ttly iK>r- 

mi]." be- silO. "HaiTlij Bo-y bc^ 
«t~aiin.«!nt ln£s evtr exl'iled. fo (ar Jii 
I tiw. ttut diid't liava tectB cot* 
ruptioi). SetAUAfl bumtiit (wsh^b. mi% 
no'. bQin to lh« Tbn Cdlnmani:- 

KVtri|'Ji.11v Ivarn ta obey than ^ 
much I.* Ie ACctfisarf io ita,v auL ot 
Jill . . . .- 

In Durant'fi^ (uplai-^n. th# Mn:')t 

deniucLiiJi:. iuvetrLOieiL In JUhs^ bt- 

iijirf Er*ip*f3r AuBVBtufi "cleflMd il 
up" HrEy Ln th4 firs: c«t!tun' A.D. 
Ht life** vith ihoBp ptliln»Dlb«rd 

cf hJatory wh'^ believe tJiBl perlortji 

of liceact %n InUovKi bj pffirlodi 
ef repmwilea, 

''Itn^ ctir. ymj cnft thit exceifijtli 
Ubfrbv tnfi pp.g!in iiinncira tty s!. 

flUf Unict TJie tn.-iwti- ia, jro^i c*pt 

cut* il, but It will cuT« ll»l( ty 
It" 0»n e!(i»« I'lP wrry to taf 

th»t If it fmn't cT^rt itiiif iamtlr. 

It vl!] ciiri- iL.%U It anoLhFr «i- 

fl^m. II. Tkil. prcbnbS/ biiva 4avii- 

Igpecl intn a lonn i>r pLintan.in)", 

rhei h* icitf*d. wJLh jirtuitiufflt. 
"'I woiidn't b* HJJtiriii-di tJiSt iO 
y«rfl iram na« tjar own BfMl- 

dii-'i f^s N&;hui»l H&wtl'jerne'\ 

Ad«i Otinst limt lnt«rjKiiKl. 
"Which iwt m l*ttlble. it'i awn- 
n^tuTvl to thinfc tlut meratis Ufci 

w)il't*inr trfiwt ens ^xlrttiw to 

pL'wMifir, rithfr Una remilii loc- 
«a'-r ^1«n.c8llF PQlKd to UM mlA- 
dif. 

It ieuutd Ie- in« that aiirli 

ndnft afftrt othrr »m« is v«1l. 
t i3$eit what b« thouichi tbcvit tJb« 

"I'm net lurc wist K'e've ^/mn- 
•d". h" «"-td- '"W» hp-m learnrf 
th&t our ^TOiiDinT Ie subject ta p*- 
rttotUc buODOis Ar.d tufti, Kavt ut 
l€*.m»C tht ciice?" fiB ivatn't Rura 
thFil tmlitlnl Icftdershlp v^iM pro- 
>.-■'!'■ I h' nrjEH'Ar: "Do- paLitieiani 
' -tsr tJUn ^iu:paijc:B|a 9I 

■ft;!* .-■ the rnjLtET w!!th ijumstii 
nj[(u.r« b«3Jnt an tt k^" Mr*. ikiL'tnt 

i^Vm^TTH^d!. '''It •«nMh.<?«!! bitancUi 

ItSeir, [I'ft QtW ttflLlC. It's al|^i|rA 

ihf fofmj «r «ur ctenaTiotv 

vian^'. I^unnt flwrtfled li*r, 
■'luit +(»» iriitivKi TPn»Jn I he stun*'-. 

lbs Durtnt'' \iew4 of iaulA^ 



"". '". u/dsiPiif uc v^ii ij 1171^.1 iji 1 r.p 

Murdh lor « -iflus- mntii bun ist 

M^t«iV a mtH».\ ttv*n*rw.tioa at 
INiclQty. 

educalid u a Konaan. Catholic, thst 
hi halt *v8n iLidl*i! Jor toiia timt 

In. thj* Eriflhlfttrb' and. that 1:* titcl 

left thf cliigfeii in hU "ai'jy 3M 
n**Bt tfi retlnf, l alkect hJin what 
Jit fhrnifht "Via tie noral btn^ 
fa- iioet«tF, w 11 (hire ti an*. 

■Tjiiifl. 1 E*trjcii« crD&]em\ he 
J*W, ta a **£!. voJl*. JilJflnMjF l*- 
fi-tut, ■■N'ubadp aurtCB -s'.th in* an 

tliit one tjiCfpt 1 :ei^- phUwT. 
PR.«n. Arrt nuj-lH jljrJfl U rfHaing 
•mufim. wftt tiKd « t«rrtac de* 



tbjii ,d«a. Bti£ H' !»La l» »;ip«T]' 
£rj0Eltini wLLbi kL A|-> . . . IL hb m^ 
vtr iMfn tirae<9 «| -rKUfislTely si 
Ru»ii. It U. in HlEierLnitnt irtfttw 

th*B B*innunijni T 1 '-'lie. b^C^Uft* 

mi, far aa t )(n < -ry, Eitoral 

nxiPB havf bti - .1 bv ir.e 

urdtnary inui >7>c.| --r tie bcUtved. 

that tM moral oodi l-itd b^ea R-.v^n 

t* hfm b-S O&l. TP-*- Ciifr.Tnarid - 

nwrt-t ^'Q'Tc not ']|ii'«ht taui.' tut 
'0<id mid/ tba^ Ds^'u qujte a dJ- 

J«rene« . , 

Lat^r 11 eqi '9on*«'riiiliKi -w* »• 

larn«: bo i' - 1 'li avvnu tpti 

iilm biLiR::^ ?arj (9 find a. 

mitmV-lilt* I -I E riSLrlon. Far 



L.in.L ..jj ,norn. ri_'ii.e til Iht USfjpi^ 
T«d«J * a*w b*Jl*. a T.^w isHfJjhii 

ih ;iie nationaik: potion mt4i- 

"Fct Uit wrnimfflj mati. ■ tu aa^ 

TB«d. "ll ycri te:i the eo-mmafp 

run Lh*r< il •Mt Gdd . . . . " 

"TtfUi %h*l hat tacf Ura, Du- 

"iitsn he will Till tc pucri irjc 
Ti]l>'. On the aihtt hnilfl. w iaan 

I!Vp m* T iLbrVl'.'» n^c^l-llLliy tm* 

<«u»« I )«i4tn th» mori.! rede Uial 
Tia tauglit m* *\fns i"Uh th? ?t- 

litscm. *h.lr t Havf diifajjri] Uta 

tf^ilf(i(in Thiit'a 1 vary pct^uloiii 

TO^itlnn''. 
"Ht Uvtf qa itM hmmnH fm lli« 



w'hiTh i*ai pp'-^p ins-. 
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Letters 



CORNER rHi aODMENi 
Sir, 

I BU a rcguUr read«r of FRHE- 
tHOUOHT and I fi:id i1 iolfltestioe, eduCB- 
llvo and in form stive. For its fjfthsr fnopJ 
rovcmeat I have goi <^* rjllo^ingiuggeation- 

We cnay make senile' attempts to corner 
tile eo-cjillcd godmcn, rcllglcus lie«de hU lh« 
pr^esls & fiwamis and Oth*f weil tnawn 
religious tbiLlefB by mtan? of inttfvkwt 
Hialr iB5wers toouf qoeni^as will UsriuiLcly 
b* veiv vflsiie na tbay »te prejudiod aad have 
DO loalcfll aiuwfr withic thelf own religious 
frame-wark and the llmltatioas thereof* 
Tbey laclc tohsuduib, aod icicatific op^Hoach., 
but are gutd^ by t keif own beliefs ha Died 
down from gcnefailoo Ic gctieratfoaBod un- 
ccndlHoritlly accepted by them wi'ihoui toquj^ 
f i ji g I nto it! *rcdiblMt:^ . \ f a [ lO otH fit i j i ter - 
vlewe: can wsHy expose tbese peoplc-the 
hoUovBcsi of tb;ir beJiefs. buci interviewf 
with our critic il cntcmtoi^ sliould ht pub 11' 
•bed Ik FltEErHOLTGH T, wnicli I ihtuk will 
be very elective and frultfuL 

...K. P. V. Paalcker 
Rotirkela 

* * * * 

FRIETHOUOHT 

The Dpcitnbtr 71 Isiu* of tie FRBH- 
THO UGHT live i va 1 u a t>] e reading . Articles 
coverlDg lallowQCis oF the rekglons texti and 
God men of Itie UiUcrcot parli of the tomittj 
way b« lerlalised, 

^B> Biiiik^ Befbampor 
m * * * 



Sir, 

1 thaak yon very muctt for tbe tigaal 
tertlce 7ou aie doing, K«fp It up, 

— VlDod Jala, New Eellbi. 

* • * *: 

RELIC OUB CULTS 
Sir. 

[ have bttfi hmded a copy of jrour 
purnal FREETHOL'GHT by 4a An^trelbB 
FreetUiik«r 

I rtid vriib iDtereti ycur commentiOQ, 

Our AiioclatlOB coiaist^ ofrektlvesof 

piople wbo have leftcutts. 

In tte past two decades then hai be»n a 
maBftive growth ta the ^tn uf culls, in p»rt> 
i^ulsr^ laliaa bated cutis. We tiave a great 
deal &r loffiMiaiifiD nboiit their sciMtJeH ia 
Wettera couDirJei bui wotild like to lad out 
about their activities b lodirt. 

In partjciilar w« would like to know 
abcut the iateraitiooal Society t^br tCrishiia 

dev Ashram, Oaoeahpur] (Swamy Mu^lba- 
nania), the Anaoda MargSt the DJvlDe Light 
Mis^loa (Quru l^dabarij H), Tbc Splrjiual 
ItegcderatioD Movemeat rrrHa£c«Ddeat*^T 
MedUatioa), M^bar Baba> Ltgbihouse 
MlislOQ fSrI Cblnmiy) and oiher gurui vho 
have (iODift West. 

We TO aid be very thankful If yea eauld 
pat thh Ulier U the next FRBETHOUGHT 
a* tJial any ona wlfb ioform^LioiicaD wiieq to 

a|. 

RobiD K Line I 

*Alsoclaiioii Bxposlag FMuJo*Eel]giou) 
cults*. Melbourne* (Auilralia)- 

(ftetdira who ara Id poneffiloa af 
first baad laformatlOQ abo^t the 
■bav» cilti may please s^iad tjie 
ftvaiiiblc iafermAtioa 10 \Xi fot oa- 
ward traasmiMicii to AastraUa Ed*) 
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TWE YEAR AHEAD 

What WBS 1978 llkt? Organisitioiiall^. w« 
are better knjt aod more purpaieful with an 

ifnpai;t inside Ihe countr>'. Our units have 
fae&D active and we ha v^ won many friends, 
fatlow^FB and ■ytapaihiaeri (HgniliCftattyH 
some of thftjn have been writers and some 
otbeni wctBCi] )> Godmen nre be1ii§, criticised, 
if Dul Tully iriipcised. by believers ibemselves* 
Inspire of officii i pati^onage. rBliilous lendt^r!^ 
are on the ciereDsive, Culls have received a 
j^it. We ar$ receiviog recpgnitiou Trotn our 
ia(«raBt[^DitJ ffaEcmJly, 

However, we lack thecobtaioi nnd loviiltii 
CD a political crganisatJOQ. Our Funds posit- 
ion Is far (torn setlsractoiy, As f atianal ists we 
are iware that It ii our duty to awaken tb« 
slumbering com mon mun Having liberated 
ourselves, we save cani^idersbie time, mcint> 
dod enerj^y wbkb a »upEri9tiitr<u9 man ^pcnd^ 
00 hoodo*, Bstrology, worsliip and pilBci- 
mage. 

] r e very ooe r us sb ou Id d ecide t<^ s p«nd 
aparLol'thi& saviog to spre-id ratisDi^lIsm, 
■PREEIHOUGHI* will ool face a dandtO' 
mouth e^isiebce (without a single 
rulHImB paid cnipkucclj Every rationalist 
should tjike it upon hlmseir ot IierNcir to 
doda'.t to l.R A. a pirt of the fruits of ratir- 
nalisiB. FiicQds, ftelp uato improve 'IREI ■ 
IHOimHT', enlfirge t:i« orgi^oisnliDD aod 
spraad Hiitioaalism Ccmtibute your time 
and moD^y. You need us ifyou do Diot wish to 
f««1 toody and we □ee'd your cooperatioD 
to provide you with new and more Rationa- 
IJit corspaaioni. ^ 



% New Year Message From President Of I. R. A. 




Mn^mf*" 



Mt( dear Ratio no fist brethren, 

You are were that we are a 
microacopic minority amongst the 
teeming millions of our brethren aro- 
und, who have bean enslnved for agee 
by illusory beliefs about ihc existence 
ot a supernatural power and b;y myths, 
miracles, and supersTittODs generated 
tberefroni. We are a speck in a vast 
ocean of people who have been sub- 
jected to stupor for thousands of 
years by Ihe coQStant dose of fear 
and tetnptatioo of hell and heaven. 

Yet, this tiny speckt sprung from the enlightenments of the primal 
truth of non-existence of the aforesaid illusory belief! has historical and 
moral responsibility to liberate the enslaved maMes. That task; though 
colcssah has to be met with all our strength and resources; And therefore , 
I earnestly appeal :o all my rationalist brothers and sisters to donate* as 
much as they catij to the Endowment Fuod of the Indian Rationahit 
>\ssociation^ 

Those vfhom we ate out to libarete some time donate or spend 
more than their capacity for their so called re ligious purposes, Muslims 
donate at least 2^,uof their income every year andlikewheChrstiarig, Hiodusi 
sikhs. Parsis etc all donate and spend for so cftlled charities, 

Why noti theo, we. Rationalists vow now to donate at least 2% of 
our annuil net income e^ery year to Ihe IRA's Endowment furdt], on 
my humble part, corametice with the donation of Rs* 1250/ -being 5% of my 
annual net income for the year ended 31st (''ccenibe: 1 978 lis. 50D/-being 
part where of I have already donated earlier and I hope my appeal will be 
tie^ded by my rationalist bretiiren and each of them will also donate at least 
2%t>f their aanual net iricotne for the year ending 3 1st December 1978 to the 
IRA's Endowment Fund, as soon as p:?ssiblet jnd every year thereafter, so as 
CO enable the IRA to spread its m&sssge and activities far and widej 

Yours affectionately, 
President* t R. a. 







JANUARY, lt7ft 



1?;%^ 



^ 



Readers' Forum 



NOT BY WORDS, COMRADES.—^ 
iii^ frit^nd of mine from Bombay wtcit to 
laeaskia^ fa' m^ opiaioD ab.'^ut the write-up 
"Acliilks' Heel of Ralioaalisis* (Volt VIII 
Attg. ?•) 

Tiic Ratioralist Association Is Q3t i 
poIittcBl partyn The aima ad objccta cf tbc 
Assdciallon are boldliy printed ii iht Articles 
■T)d MecDomiidurD of As^ocklJon and there la 
po secrfit about theni> RatlooaiisiB do aevcr 
prnp;)eah! nrili niJiFTist^ AfiTt-mt^riififl^istic Rind 
aoihpeopln ideologies. The verj' ides of 
R^adonaJism aad Atbeiim ii materialist tc Id 
«ss«sC4 and la io Accordance vrith MarKiaa 
concepts. OfUte. tbe bdarxist Part? of fadia 
ba$ tticoiaisfsfd tih position and It bas called 
upuQ itii const Ubenti. a od members m assist 
to firnmote Ratiaaaltsm anii tn wnrk viitk 
the AssHDcialion wb«fever pnisible. (Ef M* 
S«iikaraB NambaotlilripEid's olariGcatftry state. 
metA aa publi&htd io Caiat^*'. ) 

The Kacional lit Atheist Associ&liODS ate 
UAver Utended to replncLi: any pnl|t|c!A] 
thought or aiovcmeat, Thty aim *i piomo- 
ting social justice in a ^ociet> laden with 
obacuiaatUm aad auptrsttlion by removirig 
these evils. One there ro re, fills to understaad 
why io[£e auyi" sbould even talk of i^atlle 
of proletBflil" JD t:be i^onteHt uf t^aliiJUttltKii! 
Ratioaallstsdo &lHC«reiy desire fine strive 1o 
crabicHte siipor»i1tl(>D' And ^f tkt battle 
against superatition would sjcoecd only as a 
part af the battles uf the p^rot«tBn4tj the door 
it very Eauch open to theoj to fight for that 
battle to be led fron approprtate fonini^ 

It ii i Irivcsty of truth to say ttait 
Rationalist movement h kdia hai not been 
able to EDa^a any c^otrlbutjon in tie tisfe of 
IfaDprarmatioQ of the society Thoai wti» 



have dcUbcrstelv pTufS^d thetr senifQ f;aQ say 
'hat the Jitorm of rationaitst propaganda 
unJeished by men like EVR In Tamil Nadu- 
M c Joseph, tbe Kelappan and others in 
ICer^la. Tuktifam* ^inkfltma Phule aa 1 others 
in Ma bar a Eh! ra has not affected the obiCnr- 
anttst basemen I of the society in their 
respect ivc arcuB 

Raticinaliit AssodaltoQ has a very vital 
tolc topliy in India to-day'* The forces of 
fatcisd) andl f#tigtouie f^ntiiicisin ate oa ttie 
incrca&e Communal riots and attrocitle^ 
against tlie Dalits have bec:>m« the order o' 
the (iay. Whba Govorameat to rule where 
lt& funct.onaries are always after religious 
heads* |odmen $ad batiks at the expeaseof 

the state, when elections are fouugbtoa 
cnmmunal cunsi J r ration and where fsdl*, TV 
and newspapers vie with each otlie to prop- 
agate thf stipre:iriacyar religious beLiefi^ and 
faltbs, India cannot dream of a secular atm^ 
ensphere AtvoiJ of oommnnA Iri^ita aod Inter- 
caste clashes. Tbc Immediate task of the Rat- 
ionalist AssoeUtion would be, therefore, to 
briii? all tb« rati oali^tjt togcthcrf for the com- 
mon cause and i^ear up the hgbt agaioit Ihe 
enemies of changes and humaQiMq. 

11-11—1^/78 



MARXISM AND RATIONALISM 

The article in ;hc FREETHOUGHT of 
August j^'^g under the titl« A<;^hlll«e Heell 

of Kationallittii" 'by R. .Laksbmi Narayanan 
ha!) been highlji appreciated by someoi its 
readers. T for one, caoooi KliAre tin air vieer<q 
or agree: with the points raised by the author 
to Qltablisb that a raiL^oralU'. abould dcJiQudj^ 

be a aLufxisL and the ecoDomtc disparity in 
the social set up !s tlie main cause of stjpcistl- 
tions whlcii prevail ]n tbc lociety at preSjCnt^ 



i 



bREETaOUGHT 



T€ eradic^tean gvil vv« should siHke At 
itSTDot Tq fi^lat supcrstilioos #e muit find 
out itdorJgJDaad niture^ 

BEGt.NNiNG OF SUPERSTITIONS! 

Thft CragmagnotJ & Neandenbal men who 
lived 5oni« 23 or 30 tbousand ycais ago wsre 
not -b<}UDd by any «coDcraic or eodal ti»H. 
But a nth rop*^ I agists have siiflScieiit proof to 
atiow rbat thcjf worst ipped some form* of 
deity and believed in a life after dqatb. They 
burled their relative^ Dcar the heanhi painted 
the deaii bodiea aai put foad^ weapons oma ^ 
racnis clt: , in the |ravrs. This was beij«ved to 
beriifil then dLring thdr jnumcry to tbe othei 
weild. 

To pscify ihf writh >^ruDkiirfwn sciipitr- 
natural beings why arc believed to be respca- 
sitle for the aatural calatnitles. early qicd 
worshippeii stiwie inaic^fiiiry Q^ds ond prated 
to them Dreatiiljii cf tbe deid led them to 
believe id a life aTtcr doath^ 

All suptrfiUtioDs §x];iting, are^ in ane wAy 
or the other tbe coatmaAtioiis or vartdtioqs of 
iLivi^e i^clicra ^'li^iuaied ia tbe uadeveJoped 
iXAin of (boM prJmiiive people^ Or^aaitvd 
rcliBioQs and pfeisthood later enplofied ihe 
commoD m&a iiDd«r the pr«t«!Xt lha( tbev were 
tbt direcl Te»present4tlv<»» af god. 

It it not correct to »iy that auperstitknis 
gr«w tbr€ugb economic dispariiy io ihe 
societj. If wfl go back to l^ea I ithic period, 
wLca pastvraJ econoqay was prevaient Id tbe 
Gcrcjetv we can Bad it uak qnlteoalbe reverse. 

An eiirlleit record Ivvrilten iO CO years ago) 
give us a picture dT the scid4 1 and ecoDOtDJi:: 
co&dJtiv>Da of Sumer aad Akkad. Although 
f bie Ijind wan diviHed ioto smaJ] $tat«s, people 
were oompIetcl> iaderd^peadeat and cijoycd 
commoji iitatus 

' But feupcfstilious it^es and leltef id God 
aud magii; Julcrrercd: wJtb ttielr way of hviag 
and disrupted their eonnomic «q\iBlj|y. 



CAP[TALJSTGOD: L*E y* go in a 
little detail* ti> eKtmiDe hsjw tbejr ecooomk 
equllibriuii wai deraqgcd by supcrstitbos. 
Ea>;^h of the abovemcDliaciiid y.ty states Had a 
citidel CODtaining naaiy small templen of city 
gods. This god was the penonlEi cation of 
mafitalE force* dad icippoaslhie do( only for 
births and deaths, bat 4IJS0 for vegetal [<>□. 
Even the geriEilnation of crops was attrt- 
biiied 10 ihat magic for:e. Hence the magic 
fftr=d had to tie c^>acjli4t«d Before bi&t cry 
beglnft, society has projected \is collective 
will, its hopes and fears into tbis 6<;titjoiis 
p»i40D (go4 ) 

Tc loj>t alter tecoplet tbere muit be 
humaD Aervaiils^ The&e m ti haT« a ipedBl 
righf Aod re$poDsiblity to the deity, That 
was the origlii of priesthood. The oldest 
docuidfrDt of McB(?potL>[i]|i reveals tfift facts 
about temple revenue. The offf-riiigt to god 
were maioly agricultural products, snob as 
griLDj; plougb. a aim a Is etc Temples functl^ 
OQed not only ae b re'jgioua centre but also 
as 1 nucleus of capita Uccu HI uUtioji and tb« 
priests keft aa accoi:at cf the wealth give 
Xomas ly people Id i|je form of&eed$, aod 
served the purpose of 11 hark a: so, Tku* Qod 
became the biggest capitalist Id the cltj. 

Here we find that ii was the bedef of 
people io the exists oce of ao i rid 9vjdi;iai god 
who was responsibJe for aJJ tbitunes and 
ioitforturk«i of hucuaa beings ^^o earih tbat 
dislort«d the ecDDomtc eq utility and peacetul 
social life of the people, 

RATIONALISTS AND MARXISTS ; 

Beforatryiag tc belittle the coulributloas 
laide by tbe veteraas of fatiooalist [noveiueat 
ID India, like Dr, a* T. Kcvoqt, Mr, U. C- 
Juscpli etc., ift wipe 3ui super^tltioDs from 
the society, aod blamiiris th*m for not pro pa. 
gating marxist ideology, Mr. Likshminiraya- 
yaoao could have eM 4 mined the role played 
by laarniats and the acbievcifleats tbfiy midO I 
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thi* fiflld 1 4un't thisk ttiere Is anytbfag ro 
ihiir ciedit to point out, 

f be iniijuritj [^f M»rKiiii in our cuuDtrf i^ 
csp&ciailv JD Kerala artstaqinch devotees and 
worshippers. Fight ugaiost superititjoD 
was never Includea iatheelectioi niiiiifcsLa 
of tli« Msir^iist piarty. Tbe? oever ghcrned the 
ODurage to aar^ounce \a public that they arc 
BpiQ&t god and religtfia. Any party aiming 
at politic^] ^Hiwcr i:uull never du su Id h 
csuatrj^ whsfc 99Xof the people are reli^Eious. 
RaUoaaUsts have no paliti^al aim ^Ad 
there Tore aoDouncft loiidt}/ aa4 t'eade^sly id 
piiSi Add pi stroma wbot tbe^ aland Tar- 

The m»r^LSt piu:ty is lodia tiave come to 
power JQ xcmc of our jttatesi. But the^ h^v^i 
not rai&ed a lag if against th« widespriad 
ovils orsuparstitioDi jo itie couatry Go the 
ocb«r hftftd itb4)' gd\Q fulJ tupport t» devaices 



aotJ pliuriniv and made capital cut f^f their 
igDOraace. The n inih«r nf mars: ists visiting 
* Sib 1 r i malai * in Ke f ali is &teadi I y 1 n c eeasing 
every year. It is UDroriuaace tttiit peupk like 
Mr- Lalc^titDiiiaryaiiaD hhyt th^ir eyes t^i tMs 
bittfi!- fact and advise t^tlooilista to coffie irii ^ 
the Folds of Msri^ism The orgaaiUatioas uf 
ratlotialists now cog^ist of iqdividluaU boldia^ 
diffErenl pulUicAl views. Bui they stand 
uniied, fofgettlag thci- political differences 
to Egbt sup«rstLi;iu!i. If tbe railii^oallBis Heed 
the siJiiigescioa of L&l£&bitiiiitrAyftii«Pi, it 
might create coafusiou zad chaos amODg 
iheiu and lead the ofgaDisatioDtiLi ruio. 

Letltie MarKists become Ratloaaltsls Grit, 
tfc raithful followers of Man and eKtend 
their co-operation la rnlgnnalitts ta eradieate 
tbcevik orstiperstiliom. 

— It K, S. Mambftr, 



M, N, Roq Political 
Biographii 

CoDtiilning 22 Vivid chapters on acttvi- 
tlrsorMN. Roy, and bis a:»Socii«tes. 

AbJkiE 6f0 pai^ea with 16 photn^-nphi. 

Price; Rb. 134/- 

Sp&3id| di^etAQiit of \n% will he 
Rllow(^ to IRA members OrderJ your 
copies frc n> 

freas'jrer, 
MADRAS- 600 00* 



CHAMPION OF JUSTICE 

A very diffcreac type i>f loaD was B. V 
Ramaswamy butOD any feasoDiag a remark- 
tble fisufft ia (uaiiy ways sel uD:ikcly lodiun, 
poslive Id hh pride 4iid prejudice, a hom 
Qon^oDToritrist, iffcvercat towards tradition 
by which cvtti prajfue^iiiiv'e Indjaaij Often 
iwear. icoDOcIasilC abjuf aocinl cuiAt^^m^ ami 
re|igiou.*i belieta; tie progenitor 
in Sautt ladlii, of mjlitBDtmoveoicDt of the 
depre«4ed Cititei; drawn powerfully oatie t w- 
ird5 Caiidbi but repelled by compromises witb 
sociAl retclioo; the champioo of Justice" 

(not pltiliatbroph^j lu suppressed pcopl«^ the 
rebel againi^t Hindu orcbodojty, the iaspimr 
of "Dravida lUzbagaio". 

r(*rof. Hired Miikerj«e>£Kcetpt froco 
"7iae Tested Treasire") 
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NEWS 

AND 

NOTES 

FORCED CONFORMISM 

PoQjab's Minisur for Developacm., Mr. 
Atiui Singli, ih\ii >'eiterday that tbe strnte 
Govenraent's ptilcy was to recmil only tbose 
Siklis ia sovetotieat semicc who dfd odt cut 
their bmrd ar bair 

Speakltig H i. fuQCtluD at Balak, ho aald 
that ttoBe Sifcli employ BBS of the ecvcriiineiil 
who cu* tliiif beard and hair were liable to 
be tepaoved TrotQ strvict 

H« said th« state goverDment had full 
faUh b tbe SiLb gums and tHe p^mh aa^ 

WQHld act iic«ardiagly. SpeoVlog to news- 
men later, he said thst the publk relatioos 
departmeot ^tm bciog rtorgaiiisfd. In fuiure 
only dadbi jalda:»'* woyld be kept a^ 3Jl^6(^• 
la tbe ilepirlmcnt Draiua Darties would 
only esbibit religious plays *cid slog religious 
soDgs, Tbfy ibould devote tbeir energy to 
"dh^raEi^ pracb&r," 

[ Cou rte SJl Tipaei of tatii a> 



JAIL FOR ' MIRACLE MAN*'; 
Thine Mabarasitra: November iTth: 
A fO"^i(tar-o(d f»ltir, said to be a "mitacle 
mao'* bas been found guiU^ of caudog the 
de^th of an epileptic patleit m a village uear 
Kalyaii and sentent^eU to four ycara* rigorous 
itaprift^acneiit by tke addiljontl sessions 
judge ^TEiine. 



Tbe ace used ^as Shaikh Daud alias 
etadsbab Sliailc Fatir, Diwan Mi, DiiJar All 
Chistj Rahimttilla of H»aD diKrict \a 
KAtaatb\9. The victim, LalcsfiDiar Sfte of 
M BDivii I j village was aaepilepdc aod was t«k4Ei 
to ibe fakir to becured on Ociobor 25tb of 
Itast year. 

According to tbe prosscutiou, tbe faktr 
poured "holy watei*^ on the viedoi, cbiatAJ 
iome tnaiitm and started bsatjng tHiepatJeot 
wiib a siiclc. Tiie beating went an lato tbe 
early haurt of tho rollowio^ day when 
LHk^bA^n'fl trotbet foiiDd blm tobedea^d. 
Seven DLhe^s who were alleged to baye helped 
tie up tbe vjc^dm wen charged wltb ats-ttmeat* 



(Courtesy; TlffiesoflndU) 



A CORRBCT HYPOTHESIS 

Researchers of tbe Main Ait'Onotnicil 
Observatory of the Utraiaiaa Academy of 
Scieace; madetk* hypo hcsis that the orgaoic 
compoviiidt that are fouad in livloB (7rgaDUaii 
can t>e ^ynilieslzed In tbe atmosphere aioaod 
conieti Clieinical Annlyais oF comits. thc^e 
nying bodies of Loen offered confirmatloD of 
tbit; »oiiie bave proved to c^Dialn 
in<olecular c!otnpouads IdenticaL to j^ome an 
Earth. 

The India lojrc* nfrhftiC firimtiniififli 
^eeoae to be castajc rays- As tbey pierce the 
cootet's nuclei, the :oRnjlc rays probably cau«e 
chcmlc&l rcactioais or cocD pounds fiom Mia^le 
mcleculeBi 

Courtesy f News from Soviet Uainn 
« * * * 

rationalist association of 
ramacfiandrapuram 

KstionaJkl A&iociatiott qT RarDicban- 
drtpuEOnii Kfts bMn fofmed ofi llih Novem- 
ber L^Ttt. It ap pel Is to y|] ivlo wiii tb« 
Ideal ofuoiverfial brotherhood based upon ibe 
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virtues of iclcntific outlook, freedDm of 
thought unfettered by theaLJt»i(.-rity of^icript- 
urcs or pcrsjuSj lo jnia haadii to create an 
lite]J«ctui] atincibph«r« which will be condu 
civc to the much attdei revolulion In tbe 
outk-dk of [he people. Society needs a 
dyOBiik. ftexihlc and progressive pbilos^phy. 
Thereis aclfar void in thss field. Rationalists 
iDusi build up aad proptpte :J3j!i new scien- 
tific phJ tosphy BStliercit^uD!ilb3e iQL^jleotua 
leaders of the present day hoc iety 

A mikiDHliiNi libfary tm b«a opi^riecl Sf 
^aveen tuto-ial CoM^ae and 

lectures are irr^nged to cducdte tlie ratjcna- 
Lists an J thebnddlng rationaiUts of the siifdeot 
ccmftiuDJty A working coTTiriJttfc hi^ been 
decled ci>n:>ii{ti|}|i of Sfi N. R&m^ Rao. 
UciUTcr, VSM ColkBc, Sri N. Veijkataiah", 
P^lDcipal, Nai^ceij IuLuiihI Coliege, Sij 
M. V. Susbft Raa, Maoieer. PofiiTlars Shoe 
Mart 

£mt i»vva:aj/i|ak}hfn|^ Byiaoy lecturer, 
VSM College delivered (he firs! lecture on 
"OeQitics and Superstiticiaa" on 26- II -7 S. 
The As^ociiition is tcfog sftliatrd (> IRA- 

BHILAI SEMINAR ON RATIONALISM 

The MfttlHya Pradesli KAtionaJNt Asso- 
ciatfou biscd ia Bhilai, lias been funcrjo^ 
ninB for some years and got activated by 
IRA*S uvQ Divjot Miracle EKpoEure 
Campflijiits during 1Q7^ Thr AscpicijiticTi has 
aboift a Tiundred raembers. ^nd it holds mon- 
thly ineetiigs to discssi topics on ratiiinilbm. 

The Association crgaoised a ssTQjtiinar at 
Bhilai UD 22>lt-7S 

The subject for tbe semlna.' that was 
jittcDticd by tibuuL 2U0 Invitees was 
"RATlONAtlSW AND SOCIAL RELATI- 
ONS". The obstnicTlon that religion and 
caste uffered lo Tree and friend y relalion& 
between men of all levels wef« Btrett«d by 



the speatefs, who (^Deluded by pusliDg Lbat 
if human relations are to be bettered and 
freed ffcm restrictions and lio i til i ties, reIi|Lon 
must go niid witii jt gad. The constsiDt wars 
and perpetiul aninlDsity batween peopl.; of 
different rsligioos t>r sects in the mme religiod 
down the ag«, resulling iu ihe death of 
mtliiODs ttf p«opie, were evidcpce^s not ouly 
of ifie absence of god and his eood design, 
but cf tU BreaL Harm dooc to hufnanity id 
ttic Qaiiie of ijijd %n4 religion. 

On the evening of 22i]d, a public meeting 
was held anc over atfijusind people aiten- 
dtd. The Bhilai Rationalist Association 
started d tiraraa in Malayaljrh cntilled Ueva- 
rtide Afid (God'^ elephant), mimli^ry and the 
hypnotic iho.^' by Mr R.K. Narayanan The 
stiJws were preceded by talks on rationalism 
hy Hr. Pantle in Whndi and Pfof, DhariDa- 
liitgatn in English 

The hypnotic performance gr«atly impre* 
ssel ttie audience who were let ialo the sec- 
reti cf (he tficts employ td by the godi-iiieu. 

The drdrna "Deverude Ana" was ratio - 
nsljist The storv in a way purports to depict 
the ills of I ndiEt since I edepeodcGce 4nd the 
ilkiigi»l in«tli<^ds ad<>ptvd to ture the 
disease 

The Rationalist Assocla^too in Bhilai 
pmmljrs to grow from strength to strength 
a.ud pkoe are ifoL.t to hasten tbe growtb. Jt 
is worthy of note that the activists in the 
ABSociati >n afa futl of zeal and dedjcmion. 

— Prof A. M. Dharmailngam. 



EIGHT IDOLS STOLEN 

TIKUCHI eight idols those of Sri. Nata- 
raia, Amnian, MufUgaa. Ueivnnai, Vaili and 
thrci; other Gods iU of ifcr/ high 
vslue to tbt QOanoiAitsura of art and coJectyr* 
ofancientparirhakka idols, were found rojss. 
ins from the S .mriiipureesfirar temple at 
Fimsalur within Mangalam&dti Fol ice limits 
in this district. 

^Th* iliodu. dl* la-J l-TS, 
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FOUa MORS IDOLS SmLEN 

KAftAlECAL — PftQciiHlot* idols of 
lisnia. Sjta, Lakshman 3ind HiaiiEDiiD liave 
been stolea frow the lemple atu at ^n^iDlli' 
aiijuDj^aUm near I'tirdyar and cb« PnliceiarE 

JDV6ittf1|. 

—The HibdQ, Jt. 19 !l-7* 



T. T. D, CKAlftMAN SUSFEISIDED 

Tlie Andhra Pradesh Higti Court admi- 
tted a wi it p^tUbu £ll«^ by Mr C Aaoa Rao 
questFLjuing the order of the Slate Government 
iu^pendjag hifn from fdoi^tioiitigsis tie Chaii- 
man of i Irumai^i-Ti'iipaii De'^^stbiDani. 

Mr. Ar}na ittao, who v^^s nooiiilated ai t 
trustee nf the Devasthatiiai. was elected 
Chairman of the tloard of Irtisiiiees an 
jAnQnry 15. ^977- Th« Gov*fnmeot, by tis 
order icade on November A suipeaded hiiQ 
with toioiedJatc effect and required biiD ts 
subnui bis c£p1uua.ti3P to tbc charges fiaoied 
afainat hitn. 

-^The Hiido. dt ll-il-7^ 

* * # « ' 

NATION MOURNS Dr, KOVOOR'S 
DEATrl 

A1 PRODDATUR 

A cx"nidoledce meeting was ht!<l by ttie 
local Truth Seeker r ASKociation at PrrtfltlatLr 
undtr tlie piesidenlslijp of Mr. C. Raflgappa 
Messrs. I. Sjbbft Reddy. Advacati M. C 
Venkata Rcddy, amd A Chandra Setha?a 
Raa. paid iributes to the vatnabit services 
rendeted by Dr. A. T Kovoor to the 
Ration BliRt Mo^eaicm, 

I 

ATVIJAYAWADA 

On October 23 e puMie jneeUng was held 
in Vljayawada to pay homage to Dr^AbrHbin 
T. Kovcor. The BOfidoknce raeetinB wia 
hdd lo HiDuraanlharaya librBry hall and 
neatly a ibougiod pcopit assembled 



there to pAy their r«spc4;1s to R(^vo«r for hU 
valiant iitbt ai^aiti^c supeifdtioM andobs- 
curanllsr] 

The mestrni, was organised jointly by 
AiUcik {Centre. "Charvalta" md Indian R.ati- 
onaljst Assf) station- ll was preudcd over by 
Mr Chubkapalli Pitchaiali. 

Mrs, SarQswathi Gor«i> Meeg«rs V. Bala^ 
rumamurthi. Dr T. Venkateswara Rac, G. 
Kama raj, T. Venkauswar&lu, professor 
T- Vetiiigopala Mo, r, Veakaleswara Raq^ 
MahlMh Adam. Chennnpfiti Sethflgiri Rao 
Add other highllg^hted various aspecis of 
JCovoor'j lire and worfc. They urged the 
Toutl) tc 6ght ioeqijalitlet, oppres$ioci ^nd 

iuppressions- 
AT ftOUKELA 

iTiiTiiediatcly OD hekriog the t^d itewi, 
our workiDS cornrrittee ha^i convened an 
ejitr^ general bod^' naeeting^ sad I cda'^ey ts 
IKA and tfie members of iht Sri Lanka Rati- 
onalist /^KfinclaitlnTt, the Feelitis^ of out 
tneiDbcri 

"Wb are tally sad at the demise of Dr> 
A, 1 Kovoor Ttirought hfi liTe Ur, Hovoor 
hxis ^icer* eft^\f^ed in p r^Lentless bnttlv agaiait 
superstiicions JiprltuBliim and b11 sorts of 
evils ass n CI 3 ted with the reiitioni Hi^ death 
has snEitchcd away from the raiiObaliBt scene 
A doyerj amongst the wofid Ratlcnaii&ts. The 
ttilic'ftali&t mi^vemcDt Itas lost a towsr of 
strecigtti 

"It i* indeed an irreparable loss* To Si) 
uji this void we muit strive hard tup tate ha 
teaching to many people as possible aed 
carry f^[V^'&-d 1h© batilc f-^r establishlDg ^ 
v^aitele^s, religionlejis and godless Human 
Socletv, baicd od aulectific ibinttlng and 
reasoniijgH l^r wtiicb Dr, Kovoor dedicated 
his life". 

"Let u; ttrengthen the rallonaitst move- 
ment iod carry forwsTd the strtisjale Dr. 
Kovoor wa^ arduously spearheading for tl'te 
fcy^ decftdd&l 

P. K, Ohokarau, 
Seoretery R. R. A. 
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The Vacuum Arpment- 
Myth, Mystery, or Tact? 



[CoDtd. fiDin last issuej 



Higher ciervcus sccivity : 

TTietiS strff inftwmffaHnltt ■onTr#« nf dJIfTer- 
ent typc^ ol^ stitnuli id tht tidivenie, in ttit 
sofrcundmg wofld. The siimuU from Ih^se^ 
s9UTc«f^ fail dn th9 organism throu^h^uE the 
coujiB of jls GilstcTjce and tfie or^HDlSm Is 
condtmned to respond to tbestJiDuli virtusJLy 
wUhQut brealt. 

The 8timul] faHing on (lie r^r^anism arc 

rcccJvcJ by fhc ;cn<*e dr^an.^ f..oi[i where they 

tTdVel by wuy uf nttve impubes t^ tKe braio- 
to the pariiculir centre? in ihe cerebral 
MJitcj^ In tli4 cticbrdl icurte^ ithi^re: it cius^ji 
tKCttaiicNQ, ExcitatliD is tho pitiy(iologk;tt 
basis for sem^attcos^ 

Comtanc response lo the siimuli coming 
from tbe iaiernal &s wdl asexTernsl etivirci- 
trnitbta process of tixciiaiioii oE the respective 
sensofi* caiitfts in (he cerebral coritjf Thii 
vt'ouM result ia ouerciiejlkia of tbe nerve celU 
leading to loss qI energy and even destruction 
of the nerve cells. But in 1 ncrmal healthy 
biaici s^uch h cakmilous situalion wonU never 
arise, for there is a cert ii in limit beyond 
wblcb iT;e nerve cells woyld not re>poDCt lu 
stitniiti hilt wniii^ as^iimt a ^^afe ^^riniactiwltj' 
cilled intiibition which isesactiy tlieoppusite 
to cscitatioa in character as well iss runctjoa. 



EftcitgUon and LnhtbittcjQ are the bMic 
nefvous i^rcc'sses. They art coatradictory 
to fiath othti but arc i ad i visibly Connected 
and coiDplemcntBry to each other. 

Dr. Povjav wrote, "oui whole jife is a 
coQtiouotjs interactioa of these two pri>c<;£s«B 
Thcit processes are ij3S«parabk» ttey are 
alwaj* present cot only iu lie nerve cell but 
also In cacb nerve Bbre.** 



Eseitatioa u^Dditiom ttc work of tbe 
sensory tcntfes and the oriiaTis Thcsy gnvern 
i^ hi 3 i j II li i bi ti on d J sconn n uei or wcikciu the 
auiiviiy or the Keosor^ centres and the organs, 
li is a.*t a result of these twn prso^siies that 
uniritcrruptsd add csordiaaied fuocmcit of 
lUe njmergusorgjiAS is easured. 

Wli Ltmjiy be called isind and mental acli- 
vliies, ire theuTiendiTigprocressesofnervCFua 
activities the nur ire of n^hich is enplioabb id 
terms of ilic processes ofex^itfttiop and inhi- 
bitioa^ i^ut what ar« the principaJ laws 
i:<DfderL>inB iheee proceeses ? 

1. p. Pavlov basing on tbe ideas of 
De!4ciir!c?i as (tcHfciopcd by Sceheiiuv^ deniJiis- 
iraltil that reflej^e^ ere the uoderlyiol 
working principle for all n«rvciu!; a^ttvjties. 
Thcy cn-urc (he .irgant^iifS m a ^ystern eilsis 
id the iitirroimdijiR warldas a resalt of conti- 
Duous ecuii bratjiun of the systems *iiti the 
environment. Th,e monient theequigbration 
becomes returded An*.: cir imp3«gibJe, ihecrga- 
vhm becomes: dborderly and its existe^ice 
becomes an icnpuAsibilitj^ 

Take Tor » Ample an ia«irg9ii;ic GubfigtLee 
like the mounts irvous rock in the Jieiglib;iur- 
hood inis rock U completely ei posed tn 
chflo^fflp rliniatit; eomditions. In n^inlvr nighu 
iha rock gels ice-cold and in summer days it 
gels heated up> Id short, there is no system 
ioi the r:>ck to equilibrate it^ r^fatians witli 
the ^ihartping cli[niijLc conditions. TEis result 
is obvious: Tlie rock gets Assures md its upper 
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Layers get powdered aad id the long long 
lime in futurcj it gets reduced to soill 

Bui the organic ^orld. is diffufcot, An 
Aa[mn\ icm not get fisiures on lu back, and 
net get powdered ■& a fesuUof cbaagicg 
clloiatlc: entrenea. The aniitial organisn 
keeps sltncst coasUBt lepperatyre dtspite 
Cbapges latlug plac? in Uk >urii«iiiidiofiS. The 
BiiDie jflthAc^se wllh olher stimul' whether 
they are magnelioor gravitatidnsd fields, ligbt 
rays oi sound w&vts. tbe aoitn*! oreaoUm is 
DdtcODdecHDed to ba disturbed suddenly biiMt 
retaJBS coolinuoui equiJibfafion with tE« 
CDiifODtncdit. tke eDViroiment from within 
a ad froni with out. 

Refk?(ts are identified to ht of two kinds. 
VIZ' unconditioned reliexi:;; and ccndition«d 
rcfle^et^ Unccodi tinned refiejce* are psrmt- 
nent nerve co^iVDei^ions fornaed in the lower 
pans [if tbe cerebral; he mi spheres and are 
already eKlstini^ ai the; liwc i^'Tbipth.. Th»c 
permanent conn eel i on Si are the factofji which 
^age^manage the mecitHl aclivitv or the 
nervous rcinctioD undetiymg instinctive rcac* 
ttoDE of iheotgiDistn. 

There tre init^nct* wtilcharevcry comp- 
lex in oatuie and functios btit Lbeo ther«r are 
unconditioned reSeKes cop cqally com pie k in 

every detail 

Aft foi C3i*mpk, t»lie the csise of certain 
niisratory birds They tra verse long distio- 
ce* leaving behind oceans and conliaents to. 
leach a paTticalaf plate, tu |jy c;^g,i^ iiad tu 
h^tcih them during a pafticulai seaioa. This 
apparently comple}i insLinct of the migratciry 
birds; h the remit of uncDnditi^incd reflex 
aiftady foimcd iu the cowse oF tlic evolut}a^ 
nary transltloa to ensure the etistecce or the 
species witt referetice to its biological requir- 

hack eroiinds^ Likewise, all the inborn habits 
comnvuniy referred tn a$ iDslincl^ can be tke 



wofkiidE of ncfvous system eov«rn;d by 
unconditioned reflexes. They are naturaJ 
reafltlons of the organism to cerliac stimula- 
ting ogent^s Weavtr blfdl& build their nesta 
during mating s^asua, This act is what is 
generally called sexual Instinot whkli is veiy 
mucb r^iative tc» the a#c ^f the argnnism, 
the state oT the reproductive glands. But it 
can as well be explictble In terms of a complex 
uncomditicRtd reHex- The intensity ofltie 
retlix depends iip^in the sl*t« of e^ti^itEibiUty 
of the reflex centres which in turn depends 
on the chemkil and physical praperiies of 
the blogd> 

(10 be Ei^onticued) 



Let Reaion Prevail l?p(?ti 
SupersUticin 



THt*^MOG R A RH ¥ 
MOO'erN CONCLi'T OF 
'tJ^ ti(.n in I p' P R ] H T I N <; 



It IHKI lIMB* * tf^.pilfY t« 

mddinf, fngtlnt lil«U*tlHI «id 
*iilthi| cardtf bttw > Ifltdt, 



1=3 PlflHTI^ItV PWT in. 



LiAtMHa ri*IKhK>aH4Pt1tM 
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fimoville, tbe Concrete 
Jungle ? 



'Ms ciudL 



* Tfue spirHiietity is oat to renounce Hfc, 
hut to iniili« lit* ptrfert wjEh a di\ia« perfflct- 
ion" Ms- ALfa^&sa fihc so called coDthcr) 
wfot«.liEtk r^itijiig thiC divlilty, bcLag a 
fancy of the jmparreet man, itulf will Qot be 
a perfect cooccpL Her pet project Aaroville 
ill Pondiciicfry was started with the idea of 
bui^iig en tntcrnatiDHHli diy where people 
couJd jfort, medjtite and live |q an e^alitir- 
ia.0 frame wort This idealisik veotiifE which 
had rcLicl^cid bks^lng of ibc former Prime 
minister. Ms Crandtii add the !;unr>nrt of the 
U N ESCO itand& loday as a s&iay et^mpk and 
miSinvmcDLtaltbincocnplete]} toiheinefTcctive' 
ncis of thr spirit, soul and dlvio* gti^ddD^ft^ 
]t his furttie imply aemomtratfid ihefiict 
That ihc^e balf baked purveyors of ■spifitua- 
Msrti* wiihio eJie precincts of lh« Ashr^iti liad 
froight to (^Qffoice iJJ-ccucEived projects on the 
lf>cals atid ihat ihefr OA^n div«j-geni Vi«wi had 
precluded any positive ai;h)eveis«ol$. JiOH 
from 124 ci>iia4rieii ^A/asputintoii l^itufi'^hepeJ 
mirbJe urn ia « vast plot of lnDdofover 
13,000 iicr«a ctsv the AutoMado Asbramio 
Pfirtdieh*rry ai part of a foiJadBtion laylag 
ceicmoTiy for the "^Uoi versa I town". It wa* 
t J house 50.000 dtizjcas seeMpg splHtml fulfil- 
m«at. Thig project wht;h tomoacaDCd ia 



Fcbrm ry 19*8 is today* ifter a decide ia a 
d«CB>ine conditlctn sbcwiaj us hav under the 
coverorsptfittal qtjcst only a battle for power 
aod pleasure subsists It is tnusdine end 
not diviofl [>rc»b1eiti9 flr ideologic^ tUai are at 
CDofjict at Atiroville. 

TWO SOCIETIES 

The Mother, Srt Amobirifro's spiritual 
companion founded th« Sri Amnbindo 
Socictj^ in 1960 with Mr. Navajatha Potdar 
as Its ChaifiOanPfoject AufoviilB wastouDChcd 
]Q 1 9t^ by this Society. Tie aim of AufyvUlc 
was tfiat ■■ there should he somewhere upon 
th* j-Hrth A. place oo nation co«ld elatm as 
its sole property, a place where all could live 
freely as ciitzens of the world" 

Seen after the Mother died there were 
bkkenoBS and cooflicts and the ^reajc away 
gfoup from th* Sri Aurobindi^ Scptlcty fcirined 
The Aurovjile Society. While, the former i* 
saiuralcd wtih Tadians, thf latter \i a body of 
ftnciBucrs Ttie coa3ic( betwfen tte two 
sodeiie^ is at once n. club of «^o«s. feces and 
ideas Mf, Potdfir't men say foreigners 
ladolge in KKual orgiea a^d siroke pot. The 
foreigners ijy Mr, Potdsf is au abtcatcc tami 
lord wlio wmts to rua Aurcvjll* ]jk& ^ faniib 
bysincssV 



PITCHED BATTLES 

Tlie I wo organizations hive royfJil 
scvtinl Mteci and legdl battles, id April thif 
year, 11 foteiicers were ^rnftsted for treGpi&&- 
in^" aad obsimctjng tbe activities of the sljlL 
lacampkte "Bharat Njwas,' smce the ooun:^ 
recoi^nise only tbe Sri Aurobiodo Society ai 
the olSsial body- Socne desp^refe dements in 
the Au'oville Society have detDaoded iidepeu 
deuce for AuroviJle. "Vaticaij »tytu'< for 
Auroville" read some of the slORai]s in Auio- 
ville. Construction is at a sljiad s?m and 
poi^uMiuu hat. cjoaie down froai l,UW to 230. 
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FREETBOUCHT 



The Molher advoeated tte elimlMlioa of 
the Ego but her veiy Followeri *rid disciples 
wlio siy tbat tlicy arc strmog t'a irnnslat* 
her IdeoloeifS Into action are aoi?r fight la | 
because of wounded egoes. The spirirual 
ni'tsk is lorn aod tiic cgu sought to be stipprc 
ised IS provoked »t lite slifthlek preteit. 
There cid be no unity anaong; tdtci wiihcut « 
reofsenable and concrete jdEOlogY enfur«d 
'Spirttuohty' with the contomitanl fj^ours 
and diciptine can thfive omy whtn :here is a 
pcj werf u] 1 e£ der capb b k o f kee [3 1 d g lu get tieJ" 
m ett witliq m h uirit ion ing t he conecpts deeply 
ir was only bccdust of tliis fjct ihat the 
Molhct could ^tcei; her fulio«fefs united, 
At Let ttt detPlse i tie re vm^ bo one 
to w*!*f her mantte who ciftild be accepted 
by all her followers. The project is (Jying 
a aatura] death. 



AuroviUe wta » contradiction in itselT 
because ot iscompaiitle aims- The mother 
tried to give pr^cticjil e^presdon to Sri 
Aurobindo's vision ofipcderi, sopbsticated 
and self supper It iig traitimjaity. who&e 
member a would take full "advantage ef scieo - 
ttfic develop meats while laying greatei 
empKasis on a more enlighEened copscious- 
ticss- i»clence^ which is reHstin *;au utvct give 
ro^tfi For *flii)^fihwsiied coisicinuiiesa*. 

THctnoiher in order to realhethis impo- 
ssibility <^Kpectcd Tro in the potential inmates 
\.'f AoTovrLle* (m) quest for inner di^r^wtrj* 
(b) PerTfct disinter ettedoesi (c) renunciation 
ill the proprietory s^eose of ponessian id) 
work (Including manuAl) for the devclepoaeat 
of Aufovllle (e) nevE:r to lie but to be con- 
cerned with self imp rove raent (f> wilUnfines? 
to sabmit to inaividal «nd group disci plinc 



WASTED MONEY 

The statt orAufoville even after spending 
nearly Rs. 2 5 c to res is paihetic^ Progress 
has been so tardy thai t be re is liLtjetasee ia 
Aurovill$:. Some ISO small huli^, half a dozen 

inconapltie buildings and that is wlU 
Electrificatioa at Ajro^'ille is so p r^r that it 
la in-jpos.ilhle to locmte tli« cily ^it nigtif Tho 
outlook at Auruvillc is dim in both the 
literal and li^urtive stnst Lventbe metnaryof 
die great uiui^ter fntiahad c^ptriiriiC'ed 'Siddhi^ 
or that of the mother or rh« spirituilisra 
propQgaied and tccepteJ by ihe discipiei have 
nof tielped in achieving melr ^i>di 



UhDERLYING DEFECTS 

Rea&on coupled with titptfietcc cim 
uluiit; liiuii men tuyeyicr lo build 4i ucv 
i^roject. Spiritu^lisinr lacks both reason and 
objective experience - Subjective fantasies 
termed as eiperieiice traQ^tatcd into sggar 
coated words oaLy attract lh« weak miaded 
and bence do not endure long. 



THE WAY OUT 

But the bare fat^ts ai: Auroville force oqe 
to coacJude ibal there is <a) do quetiC for 
inner discovery bui only a quest fi^r power 
tb) involve [dent even io irivial matters 
{c} fighi for posseiisiuo (dj laiiness, alcoholism 
ftnd otnet uD^aated tint^its. ;c) cheating snd 
furlli«ripg of One's own end if J ■*> wii|j- 
gnes! to submit to iadividu^l or group 
dii^dplineK 

Ag it is bctlef Isite tb*n nsvar, st ieaiat 
now Ihe Goverment must take o^^er the 
prcj^t and strip jt ofitsgarbof spirilitahs^m. 
It ahould filso develop a co-uperatlva fMiru 
and a socioeconomic study ceotre with a 
research oriented approich so ibat It rrijght 
^e^p io the growth of our antioo JD^tcud of 
leitiAining as a colossal naticiial waste otu«- 
hoi&hed concrete monoJiths and barren waste 
landn 
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LS. Johar-The Cynic Wki 
Shonld Have Been i 



TUmLh^ 



Mr. Ajay KufHi r lia » mi d c « n II ] um i Qi- 
^ ting Aatvty nf the at(]iud«s of Aim Ktars 
towirdigods aEidgod-ineii(SUNDA Y~Ca I - 
cutta. Sept, 3, I97S)h Th« reftuUi ait 
expected. In Tuci, (bAl la Iruc oruibEr 
grocpi iDcludin^ icieiilitti. 

Put OD« person lo tbc Gim iadualr^r^ 
iccordifie tC' tbesurvey^ has siiiEuIarly proved 
(lllTer«Dt, He b Mr L S Johar, who hes 
lodependeocc of mind, non-con foriDistctiticU 
abs«rvatir>n and i^ure^ to staod a\*ne by hjs 
own coQvlctloDs* Somehow, be daitna. "| 
10) tbc onl^ MQfilble KDai] in ti\m Industry— 
[ kiDw nobody but myself wlo has a goodl 
enough intellect". Though he doei net 
bother lo be strious and nodfliCT it it act 
p&aiibic to diamin I bit uitcrsnce ti« ideie 
viDity. One h.%$ to first uad^rstand him. 

Fjm cralt, Mrt Johar^s anBlysIa qf TjIdi 
stars' niad and bcliavjatir is superb' 
He fttys: 

"Everybody Jo the film iodustry 
1« inaecurt^ 'Th«y lack conlideDC« Id 
thcQLscl^cii. They are aurprjfied at 
[hail owi Aiicceif aci theyh^tvatn l«ao 
OD somebody wbo can givt them tb« 
reasOD for tbeir rhe^ Th^y^ like 
IndifB 0«i)dlil> 4mrt beljevtoj: tbit ft 
wadordaioed* Butft1ILlheyar«iD9- 
ecufC. Tiiey know tbit ttieir ri«e 



bai Dot ttceo pro]iartifiiial to tb«fr 
(jtiiiriicalloM^-DDce (hey arc up 
the ladder tuey af« afraid of fiUicg 
down because tb* roilurci ure not 
noticed**. 

Then, equally inleliiiient jindcrkicilia 
bis Bttiiude ro the holy scripiura: 

*'To know I bout lilt, one matt firit 
rejtct the Bible, the Koran and the 
Olia-ttll or which I have read. Theie 
are blAhh^dags of tdbel mjods. ihorc 
1a no novel thought in tbeu. They 
e« CulJ of linkhss seattncei. I 
TtgbTd tfa«iik tf joke books, I read 
tliem whin I want ta iaugh- But ws 
resi>ect people who are scliolars of 
thciic b«ok8.^ ^An6 whm ii tli«-e 1q 
tTie Gila I At due stage, KrJ^hni 
tells Afiuoa, *Do yogr duty and I 
win mate you tb* greateit rlsKt'. 
And aRiT ■ wbjle be tells ArjuiMi, 
*Do your duty and f wilj make you 
the greatesi king/ Tie poet had 
forgait*™ wb«i be liid osid 
earlier.,,** 

Mr- Johar ha* mcely understood the god- 
meOr He says, about ihemf 

'*They are all shopkcep*n, Like t lie 
niiae wc ma Ice, tbey tdl liie peopk 
(*fha( iKey want to Kear. And tbey 
take care lo get a biufolI^wiiiB In 
the West because rhcy know that 
Irrdkijs ;]rB impTesMd by that* Raj. 
neesb. whom I hawe bttrd, baa 
acieritifically mastered the science of 
tpeech He 1$ a great opator In 
HiAdi and bag a big lepertotr 
of tales, But hk discourses are 
isootfadlctiotis. Muktananda catuot 
uitet n H^DBcnt semtcncc. It ja ■ niHrvei 
how people believe h him'*. 

But !h*n. oDittc the timitatiitluus of Mr 
Joha-. His attitude co women appears uach. 
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FRECTIl OUGHT 



ariUble- Hid remark tep:odiiced b«lo«/^ ^AQDCt 
bi denieci as a cotae^eDt on tbe eitlstitie 
iltuati(7D> Troc thit th^ womem tlieiiie«lv*« 

acc^t the ^ubordipitc positiem, totbesatb- 
factioB of metii But Mr. Jotar's remark 
■|>peai& to origJDBic fiom a siib«conicl*:)i]* 
b«1i«f I ft ilift inferiiifU'of miirm. Hciayt: 

"HeroiMft? There Is h tonlfidit- 
tion to far as the wopie* arc ccncer- 
ncd. TJiey always adopi tbe lellgiDi 
of tli& aaan whp glv^i them eei^iirky. 
Butt he V doEi*t n aire A ahniM of their 
failh, SIuNoclscIousJt Xhff Hiiok 
that If gpd is lost their moaey would 
be |o^ WbHt Ik irue af v^omfu in 
HfDcm IS irut or women in t|i« fil.n 
iadnttiy •• 

Moreovir, evcfi^iftcr cnDdcLnnliig godi* 
godmea and scriptures, Mr, Joliar tails of 
true re]i|1oo Hire, by religion, be seems to 
Impljr ettiJca] b^havlqur. Tlie^rcfLirc^ Jl sccmi 
Ibat he has yet to |o deeper iota tie ditufe 
tad p^ycbology of religvco aS' a phenomanon 
iu the li£bt of modem science- He claims, **l 
tnow nZ that is thereto know about life/ 
But he doti net seem to havt undentood 
religion wim ttlttn^cc lo ILiusIodb, dtlusl- 
<nki, bAlliictaeittodi etc, and leparate^ mora- 
lity (ti^m rellgioD 

Tbererofcojie fecu lite poii]ting out ibtE 
lb« philssi^pby of M« M. Ftoy, rMc4roh«3 oP 
Dr, Abrihan Kavo«i' and P. K. Narayanan 
tod Prcm l^atb B4z«£'s ■oa-eaiiformiBi 
malysis of Cita iJid its tidiie^trable \mpAt% on 
ladiAD iistory« would certainly prov^tde tAi. 
I. $. jntiir a finJier scope to be at bit beti, 
IbBA at tb« praB«[it tif^t t^jrai<;dl l«v>«l, A 



POSSIBILITIES OF HYPNOSIS II 
Oum lIyi>oxiotimt ClApiri**^ 

Fjnt:) lei nj^ to^cb upau Ibc ([imtian of 
post-hypootic suggestion. 1 again emphasija 
it is very useful in curing phobias, mamiaa 
and liabilii like fiiBDkiDg, liquor iddiuhoa 
bed-wettioK: aad nail-bitint- Hypaosii caa 
ctirc but einpiot grow a limb afresh Sjt Ik 
lielp$ tc cilarge fbe un denized iiver and 

Recent itudles &od experjotenti prc^ved 
lb Hi the lize af breattJi om be Increased wi(b 
the Bid of hjrpaoils. Thts tbeory depends do 
two well estab I tilled aedical facii. Hypnosli 
cao ^nereftU! the fizeoF blood vesg«f <]p«iiiDg:3i 
Tc»uttingin treftter bload floi^'to an crgaa 
over a pmod of time- The site ()f the organ 
will Incfcasc with gre«1«r blood clrculatioii' 

Tbea H can ba put to bet er uies th«a 
ji»Kt tn est^ng^iilsh candles tod t« ma la b 
thread suspetided with a stoae at one cad 
end move like a peitdtilmn in a circular 
oiotioa ]ij«t by c£»nceatrated will< I wogdcr 
why people make such tall clikns I stippcisi 
lo create an image for t bent- Anybody caa 
inak^ u twine oaove likct bal siiitply by tiQJdiag 
ibat iwioe in your band. No knowledfle nf 
hyponusis e&ieatiaJ Likewise a caidle caa 
be cKtinguls'^ed by bloi^'ing the same. wk]r 

About, the snacetibility of bypaotjg 
suggesticn, it tDosily depends an tils or her 
Aoii^ratifoo fpr therapy About 10 ptrceat oi 
ibe poputatigu iii deeply bypantlssble and 
aboiitSperctot are not receptive. Anynne 
can he bj^pnotlsed wlio nally wants to be. 

I like to •iicliide by lAylnf Btill ther 
are naDy uninswerec qucstjcns about exictl 
howbyjMioiis works sod forwhom. 

— H, K, SabifMlbr- 



JANUARV, 1979 



17 



Whither Women? 



SAUDI WOMEN IN 'NO MAN'S LAND; 

Wocncii la Saudi Arabia MP totkiiita 
to *ork in any iob wbere thej miglit 
com* ii contact witb mtn. the Cairc news 
piper *A] Guiiiuri«" repuEicd tt>d»7« tjiiotlpe 
A aew ^oveflloa9Dk decree. 

FoJlowidg the decree iawed bj^ tht 
interior MjBWter, Prince Naytf, aU vomen 
working la Saudi AriNi and forciga lireis 
tniisi pruDi(^iLv fcsiga. Saudi ^omcc are 
only permi'.tcd to be employed where there is 
no 1ikeibo()ii fi^ tbem meetiag mt Ici. Their 
occupational lields are tlijs li mined to sach 
arets ts faatpitals and !^b[:toJs. Neither ire 
tbcy «1 oi^ed to drive cars 

The bin applies to foreign «o«04(i as well 
■ S Sad Hi Arabitn. 



SEXISM IN PBUCATION 

Nirepdrw Natti ICtjIa Aasiitant Pr[>frS!iDr 
of Sociology It the Siaie University Coll i£ge 
of BuBalo, New York, has pLbljsticd a b«jk 
called S«iitsm la iJtttlan Educ^tl^ii a Her 
m^Vcidg n tbi^ee^ycAF study of 4 1 test boo kii 
prescribed for school students in FuBJib. 
Htryaaa, Delhi. U. P. and Kajtstan, 

Kiila has found tbit the teiE books a. re 
hfKbly leiilsL la tht 3>> leiaons CKafpjnedt 
8C par cent of all the cfaaracterA ar« fnalea, 
aod tliey emtrge as leading characters in 7S 
per cent of all plots* 



Thfre tre *1 male but only seven female 
biograpUles, Over lOO leintle cliaratitcis ate 
s«E r'^tftvictifiiA. The EBaleii fOitinety ibuse 
and violently beii up renaaltisia various ploti. 

The study alio reveils tiat ^t text bookt 
proaiote tilt doctrtna of laascullne supeii' 
ofit^. Women who auempi n be indepen- 
dent u-tm prcjentcd at more pervtrjM or %ulgir 
thoii women who pataivoly iccept male 
dominaiion. 

« * • * 
THtfV DON'T BELIEVE tN WOMEN'S 
LIB 

Pimei College glrU have no faitb la tqu«lily 
between me a and women. Tti*y believe iiiat 
women are "iDferlor*' lomen. 

TbJi view. JLcld by over 75 per t:eat pf college 
AlrU waa brought out in a survey conducl*d 
by the ChiQchwad College of Aris and Com* 
meiE^e here About AW itudeots^, lacLuding 190 
glrli illlAd in the cipeslioiiiifiirc menot to 
examine their attUudes tc^ardi lift. 

SpiC^ial atl*ntlOD waf; given to liad out 
bi^fW ttiey felt about setuaJ equality and 
r^iiooaltsm The reasons given by the girls 
for "iiferlor" posiilon cf wc^men are au 
follows- 

j) Women nsed some support from tnea 
if they arc to load a secure p«iceful llTv^ 

2) Women arc unable to discliarge reipoaiU 
biliiies evcD \a the elenteQteirf wallcs of hfe^ 
Miiny a time tiiey btq iacapablc of iicif protc- 
t-tJLi^n and are lacking in bold decUioasal 
critical mofoeots Id Hfe. 

3) Equality includes frecdani iilong with rot* 
pnnsbiljtieii, fiut it is neither possible aor 
desirable for women to cArry ''the burden of 
freedom" throughtout life 
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FREETaOUODT 



4 J ReiigiDn also ghes a lowei autui io 
wootcD, In (MttBin religions tv^n s^lvalipQ 
of the KM|] ift detiitsl to women. 

Th6 luivey K¥«l*d thiiaDOverwbelizitD« 
mapHly 6f tliB hoys aod gtil» hod fa lib In 
God or sooae ultiiD«te force io tite Miiivcnc' 
Shty 9tK ft^rccDt of tb« lirlsaod sixiy-f^ur 
percent af tbt boyi observed someUiidbf 

r*3i. 



CRUSADE AGAINST DOWRY DEATHS 
The aaii-dowry oommittec of tlie 

Mihtlt Dakdtita c^miQittcc has pointed 
out thai tb« tkumeraus casci af suicide 
among woiiMia reported by tLe police were 
in fact "doTfiry den lbs/* 

In toi&e oases girlt wire pushed od to 
bumiQg stoves or drivea to saicide because 
they did not hriDgeiiougb of ||iue ring geld 
DC iiou^tiold B3»(ti* rtit: CuuiLuiitcD bl3S 
appealed tc (he Government lo imeod the 
probibttloja of Dowry Act Il6l, niHkiag It ■ 
aerjDui ofTetce and Increasiag tie penalty for 
dowry offaAc«d. Tti« p«Qalty of Ka^S^OOO 
Kod six moAtW rtjorous ix)pr:3«nment wit 
mndequat*^ 

The gred fof dowry «Kl$ted amoag all 
chwea. but particulariv ibe cnidditc-clags^ 
afid tbe/e appears s greater dcmkad fet 4vwry 
in aortli IndU tliao in tbe loutb. a^ 



Fop N«wr E%«cul*pa 

A few cupLei of Bound Voliimejt of FRBB- 
raOCCHTireav^iLabte forsaJe; 
ITMr Vdl No Price 

1^75 V lis I/. 

l*?« VI Rs 10/- 

"»71 VII its 12/^ 

1*78 Vlll Rb 15/- 

Pte«ie ru«b your orders to avoid dlssappoJnt. 
"DWi- Trflftfiyrer, IRA, Mt-». 



The Papitaiama of iDtfim W«maii lio*d-„^l, 

Tbe fiaofa Daan 



tMf. V. GopaJtkfiihiiaij, ibe mtbor 
is BD «ii^mfrr^ Mfl taA levera] artless 
and poems to bis ciedit. He it a 
meiqbtr of IRA. Readers cao look 
forward tv ha inlclei. poea&and 
satric«l pleiceain FT,— £d^ 

Tb& ward tiai epread witb the c«t«Fity 

of i bu&bGie 

pet^pte HHtlr Id animated difcuisjoDs 

AS pffestly beads confer 

tbe vedic chanlings cease 

a f«brlle fore bod log 

thea ft Hidden tall 

A freab demand by tbe jroom^s p«ople 
or t xllp sudiJeoly di^^Qvered 
creates a lacuoa 

She Inolfs flilranc« 

at Ibe din and beat 

bedecked in bridal weer 

a mute wFtneat 

to an Iniquitous traQS4ction 

B« the crowd melti 

slowly 

and her world crumbles 

Wllh t«trfu| cyci 

whft bids fife we] J to a sb altered drvsim 

whose spljniera will laccfatt 

and pricKle Per poiterlty ia [be bluei 

tbe brldft-tn-h« 

!■ a maritaljmakdy 

Some oDc^t avarice 
bas pfeciiflturely end*d 
tbe »acr(7-siiDc;t of "gifts' 
tbe K AM YA- DA AN. 

•»...V. CopilakrJibiiaai 
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Swadesabhimani 
And An Earlier 
Baba 



-V£*r«ij#«* 3 *'^'i* 



I am sot telling a ttory. Thin hnpp^i^d 
Id oldTravancorein I&05, ^t thai lime Sree 
Mootam Ihirjmal Ramivariija Rajeb was 
tht king of Trpvpncore. One di*y a ^wa^y 
appear^ ffi T. ivandcum His uawe wa* 
Sadananidi Swamj. Ht foucded Ms Bshrom 
Jd MaoHakkatJ* hcaj TrivaDdfurn- This; 
■KhiratB WIS tmAvn ai BrahtDaiti^tanadsm. 
Dty and night, ther* 6ss*inblcd i hige 
Cfo«dofdcvoteeSaodp'ajedforMistJl!jS':|Des. 

'['he s«v»tsiy fiftnourtotd th«t |>is uai^sidn wsk 
the welfare of all world. 

All VlPa nf ihat time were his disciples. 
SiDk^sfi Thftmbi, Chitf of Ro>ai &ervaQta» 
High CoBft Vakils Lile P K Padoranabha 
PiUai uiid Malli^r Ooviads PilUU a gr«;at 
scbohf P Ki Naiajaaa PiUai, gieal lovellst 
C V. Raman Pillai etc., eie , were in the 
front row 

At that time \httt was « (asga7iae ttaned 
' tk e I a I EL OQ' Id Trivsn^lruin. It w«s 
fldit«d by Mr K. Ramatrishna FiHai. who 
vras known «:» ^SwadeSabintaoi* later- 
Editor RftitiakriitiaaFlllEi was oaly ^7 years 
old itt tbftt time, 4bi watchlag careruUy all 
ttie doiogi of thii Swaimy loid his disciples and 



devoteei. He vas suspicious of iac cla Lms of 
this Kwnmy. Me tlinught rhat it wan tery 
awkwird tQ worship a man He publlabed 
certain itticles nu this. He saw tliit tbedev- 
otec^^ cDcn and wcicdcd were daocllDg wl;h 
the^wamy Ki hi^ uiiliram 'Keralam' fcported 
thii a:^ "socniB [DOokey*s deeds"' The dcvo- 
lee^, who were viPs ^nd bi^Iicr offi(;itiJ$cuuld 
not ap|)fe{:tate tliU criticiBm. The hlttd 
Bh^ktBi Cvitd DOt b«er bis ticf^y- 

But Ramaltrlslina Pillai did not itop l:iia 
ligbt a^afntt ibia kind of superstition > Me 
cotLect«d detafled hJHrory of (Ms ^wamy 
Sada DUD d a . Re tn r « ditclo singtbts, hi wanted 
to hear the cxplKDatioPS From the &WHttiy . So 
he deputed od« of hjs asslsunta to the Hshram 
foraci mtcrvj«^ with the swam^, H« prcsen- 
Ced lOQ questions tc the swsmy and nsked him 
to answer ihem. The Swamy piomised he 
would j.n&'iTc r Lbcui wtlEiiD a w^k Aatl ritqu' 
eslcd the pres! reporier to come De)^t week- 
Bui when he came next weeic for the 
amwer tbeSwimy declared that a skin ii sucu 
questions: iw m godiDBil like hica was htiproi- 
per and he would not aoswer ihem then 
Ramaktlifbna Pillai published all the matter 
ia the ce^.t issue ci hii luegaziDtn 'KcraUiii\ 
Be published liieqaeaiiuaa pfcseated before 
the swamy- He asked tbe rtaders to ju<jge 
wlicli qucatii::*!! ^ai iiujjroper t p^t publi^li^d 
a dettlled account on Ihe history of tills 
Sadaada Swamy, Tht readers heard fr<)m 
Ramakrishna Pillai thut all the claims of the 
Swamy were t:4.>ukcd-upi»lofic» He wu^ 
Rtmanatha Menon- beldntiing to 
ChJttur Taluk, Paighit TatiumaAgaliatb 
PuEliuD VeethJ' la bis early yettrs be dis*" 
ppeared from kla borne aod d jrlcij^ his v'ande- 
rlags la Tami Nadtii, be leami a fevr Taoilt 
songs and Yogasmss. Tbi» Wds fM on^y 
tj tail Ilea tioD. Ccjiaialy ke wore an crcbie 
loin doth and ootbitig tiore i» neceisary to 
be worshipped in cur country. If the swamj 
IS naked, he will g«t more devotees. 
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Readioe Ihii rei>oit dcu amcDg tht 
di&ciples Qor s^tdly hiiijsdf entile forward X& 
cbAllaage. Tbe blind devt>t«ea opened tbeir 

Last year we ce^ebnted tbe birtl ceat^ 
nary oT SwftdesabhimaDi, Rannalcrfsbna t^UUir 
He edited a paper called ISwaccssbhlfoaoi and 
used U to ^ght corrupt ofQclaJs. He criticised 
bitterly tbc iAJsciQinduct and mladccds of tbc 
Divan (Mmisieij' P Rajaeopalachari and 
other Tiigh oficlals- So by 1 be order of tht 
KiDg, bi 933 deported ftoea Tiavnacote . ULa 
presfi was roFfiritid- 

We c»n s«e dow. $o tatoy Sad^naiida 
Swimys irouad us, but our newspapers arc 
only pfopag&llQg their miraclea, They are 
bel pf u\ ia eicp iDit I n I ot be r; . No jne tries to 
do pf3ppr eriqujry on tKe^o miracle fitoci*ft. 
Ffimdc^xicallj, they are now clairaing tlie 
hertiage cf Swade^abhiirijini aDdpre'eodiog 
tu be itic Uisuiplcs of Rarnairishnu P]|lai' 
Wbeo wilt tbcf Follow ihc ideals of 
Swadc&abbJriiDi^ ^ 



iii^Liii^ii«4 or 

Victins oT Fear 

by Margaret Bbatty 

*Have me'p she said *fOf I* amdivioel*' 
by P, T, P#uloiO 

Renloisc«ocei «Q i grnt Ritioaallit 
by P. Faraueiwaraa 

The Stoiy of ■ Nun 

by V, CropilakriabDan 

besides other articles aid regular features 
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Beware of Cults 



A d. '^>aL 



Mil iayt gbmn^^^ 

HAit Kmboa* Hart Ratn^^. 



Howsiniy times your ehildrrn Of even 
you— bave htiniAttd [his verv popular Vlttl 
"Taks a pull of tbt Uanja (opiuntl And 
you wiH rcBch Ibe 7lh heiven ofbliss*^ 

Thai indCAd Is ihe philosophv of anlijr^nc 
crthti inrumernbEe (^uUs that have sprc^uird 
on our planet, thanks to (he Western culture 
and the civilisation of our flmcs Difftteat 
eull^ hav« ktmn flourishing irt ainofi aU 
CO J nf Tie* of Ibe Wesii. Ana id Msrg* we 
kno^ U>a well The mdcn met, children of 
God, Hue K.ri&1iaa. CEiurch at Scientology 
iIm DivicR Uftht MissioD ofMehMriijh the 
Society of TritDisceDdeii'ai Meditation, 
F«0pl>4' Temple ctc^ etc, 

A recent Asaociattd Pres$ survey has 
aliQWD tbut the fringe rct;gi'.^a4 afc i^lourlih- 
JigisWeitGerniaay.Fratce* Biinio^Hol and, 
D«araark^aiid Italy. Of course, in6s\ of tl^tn^ 
daiiA to liuve oiigfaaleJ iu (be ULillifd Sciics* 
tbc cdiffltrv *bctt you have abiolutc 
fr«edioDi*% 



A re«at tv«at has affarded the world 
to gain an iasigbt ioto tU mytterioui dce<L» 
that ti«iiBlly shroud th»&a ««ct8* 

T^ccplosMe thejuDBtesefSf>utIi America, 
Of to be more precise In the north western 
part cf the small Soutti Acnerican Repobiic of 
Guyana^ was heard one evenlD? gfoup of 
hymnsfnging: and incaBta£tioa«, Tli4 people 
writhed awd walled as thoigb in a fit of 
tanatlcisomntilthey dropptd lothegrovnd- 
deod- rtcy were not a herctc^fore uafcnowD 
tribe ar ttc piitnittve Indiint or even hippieft. 
All of tbeci) were Americaa citizcDS. subjects 
ofi^cUnliedStalet. a C^tDSiuiilty oT U 00 
penple-w1iril« ramtlie'd Including children, ^who' 
followed their God-lnctntite, a certain 
Jiminle Jones of ladianapolti, Indiana. 

That fateful day Jones ordered for a feast 
and orgy, taced ihe drink* with a deadly 
cyanitJe pnjsan and VMIeii his "<:»b$dient" 
followers. It h stated that more than 90O 
■■louir' wcjt "liberated" at the Ofdets of 
'Bfotbef Jim g cither by p«i|OA oj by ^un 
^aii, includJag 1^ childrto, 

This evant *ibs Riven a jolt to tlie 
canscience ofihewofld Even in the United 
Slates where people arc generally itisensiuve, 
I here is intcase inLro&pecticin about what it i» 
ihjil f9uk» Amencdna fuJlow any newfangled 
Ciiii, de&ertiug their tradkJonaJ lovaUies. 

ThoMgh r.ot everjthiog is ttes r ?ei In this 
hrsrror stcry, this latest presentation of ihe 
"Amtricao way of life" must serve kh an cjc 
opener to the world tliat allows in ihe mine 
of ffeedoiD. njusbrooiQingofcultsthuL Indulge 
id "bf am washing'. &e\ual abuse, frauds visa 
violations and luictdes. 

It ii reported chat 150 Ono persons, 
niosliylnthe ^ae-firoup N-IR nre roemtjer* 
of a dozei various sects in West Gerinany 

The Pariinewspaper *Le Monde' pnbli- 
ihci 3D interview, tome lime back. \*hk a 16 
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yt»w old Frencli girl who piaclUed pmsHliitLOn 
in CorijtcB to Jure oo« into ilic CUil^reo of 

S»id the: "Our hthtl Mr. MoM David 
has oit^aioed tliat se*ial deslfc ifiiy also 
tw servfd for tbe saKe of spread jog the 
■Wmd'*. 

To put lU btliU it U an outfage 
perpt1rAt«d od civiUt«cl human f to ail!o^w(ll>B 
ope»iiatis^ of ihias^ cults In ihe nanifi of 
coDatiiutiofial privileges of f*«t3i ftiid frfiftdam 
orciinscjence. 

But ii IS also true that the hynn chanliQg 
biiffi>cQS are regarded by Ihc eSiaUisbtDcn^ ai 
far les^ dttn^A'ouv than poUtic^lly motli/pffrfi 
leltlst yduLh. This explains the fact why 
these ;ecis and ashraes have huge tinacicial 
rcskuuixes ai their dii|H>SEiU 

Pervert crooks are abl* tii feJgd as godly 
cj«attifes> and as Jorig as SQcial Jnjuslice& 
p^fsisi. ili*re IS QO dc*rth of ffustrated men 
and women who easily f^iU a pfey to the 
hypftctic speil i)f ttio^e self appojatcd 
r«p rcK 111 ai i V ei o f " G o<i • " 

Let a^ try £o be cititfous aod lave 
Ours^civcji an*i -uur cliil-dicn froia tbc cvii 
clu tell es cf the cults, the ?ye>prodjcia oftha 
free sac leTy. A 



Baneful Babas 

All these tmbH} arc tfafty md fufiBy» 
Ttl«ir onl^ puffiOM U to «aro mor* moneys 
Have all OLir people tum«d mere foolif 
iDthe handsofbabai b«C0B)e thir tooli, 
Why is it that I bey produce DoLy a»bt 
When our poor need food and casb^ 
How cun ih«:y cf«ate tblagi frcio ootbiog ? 
F«rouFait[on wby don*! they do MrMnethiai, 
Tbey steel our money^ time a^d effort* 
And act 19 God, to Live in coca fort « 
It Is the people wbo are to blame^ 
Wlio believe tbe babas and br]D|[ihem fame^ 
I fool? the pecptethiflit wltb na»oo, 
Out of daricQe^s ;hey can s» the »us! 
Oa our fertile land the babj^ are the we^ds^ 
To de»tor^ them It is ritlonalii^cD one oeedst 
Oaediy I hope the truth fviU come oh* 
T'leo nil thP¥i bmb^j will cca»c Ko sprout! 



.« A Murali Mukund (19-year») 
HYDERABAD, 
B, Sc. {Hc^y 111 Yr. Sty dent. 
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Mass Snidde or Mass Morder? 



MADBAS 



Art. 



A ^aH of gloom struck the firm copa- 
mujift ID Noitbtm Guyaoa us 775 bodici were 
found St re SAO as a mute teatirDoay to the 
tragedy of the 5e1f-st)kd rdigjotis leader 
"fUv** Jhu J^iii:2»aiid bs cull. itOCbtldrea 
fjied JD the tiagedy and thHr ihcN:^ies w«re 
found along whh the aduU members cf the 
Pflople'^s Temple Churca, 

Aq eye witness acccuot to the tragedy in 
Joueftlu'ViH, Mr. Odell RhocJea, a black scUftOl 
(eacTier, Tiarl a finrrgfyiig tnle lo i«lh Ha 
d«tcj-|becl Ihe fatal ctlmcoy b tiie foUowing 
worcs. "Under oiderg ffooa Jim Jones, 
njembers of the People'^ Temple s*ct qupucd 
up quietly before ■ table Ea the Assembly 
Hall and a nurse, using lyriages wllhout 
■ccdteSj apray^J pi/isuo vtrajgbt AW&y into 
their maoth^/' The effect of cyan idt pMsn- 
ottig was soon felt bs the vjclims itarted Iwit- 
cbiii^ acU jellifg, During tbc entire deatb 
ritual ariaed guards surrounded rhe People to 
ensure thai no one escaped, The U. S, 
Pep^rimenl of Justice was tardy In tikiiiG, up 
mvstigaiioa of rompbrnte that Eome oF tht 
iQembera had bten fcepf in the fold foicbly 
and agaiost their will. Thty had though! 
that ooy geaemL invcsti|atic£h of the tti;t|v|ty 
of a cuk WAS io^latlon of religious freedom^ 
A specious argument indeed ! But then it h 
sugh ooD-iDterference Policies of cur tiwo 
Indian Gavernment ttiat h^ve made babaa 
and sadhus iprout all over India I 

The f^ult of the Ai»«rlcAD ond GuyaoeAc 
governments inactioa and tardiness io the 
matttr vtas that Dover Air Force btsi was 
tUfQed Into one of the biggest morgupf us the 
bodies of T^letims were brought to thdr 
mother couatry.Butt he quvitien that a irises 



In everyone's mind is; How could Jim Jones 
and California b^sed People's Temple becom>e 
io ioflLieiitial^ notQitly inthe cutla* mcmbcri 
but with many high rankirg politicians a a 
wellT Not UatJi Mr. Leo Ryan, tde U.S. 
CoDircs^oiaD and Tour uLlicr& wbtc cold 
bloodedly tnutdcred by Jim Jones did the 
world talte cogoizance of the heiDous sect ] 

Who was Jim Jones f Bom to a poor 
coupie iu Indiaflq. he formed his 
first cburtb when he ^i^as &nly IS. He moved 
to ncrthern California with his fall o«r«rt and 
UWftoSinffiociseoin 1971, Hh followers 
swelUd IB several thousand. He niade con- 
tributinntand provided Cimpafgn workers foi 
politltclaas^ Oaeiuchpolideal beoeficiafy was 
aforner Sac Fianctsco Mayor who e^eo made 
Jjno ToDCs th« {^hairnii^n of the city's housing 
authority! Jones wa* vi*»itel by the Caljfor- 
Dia Governor and had cvea met the American 
Vlee-P«iidect, Mf. Waller Mondale. 

In later taoQths before the (inal tragedy 
rcputaliua of People's Temple befan to get 
lirulihed. Ther« ivere stories of harass men la 
and beatings. Amid mouniiag charges and a 
dwindling intmbership, Mr, joigs and about 
MOO •f his folJowefs jnoved (o n juu^je 
seitlement In Guyana. The subsequent 
traiedy hid come as a boiabslicll. 

It is time the world learnt to be cha ry nf 
cultB which may look inoocuous on the sur- 
face. It is a pulnier to U3 in India where we 
have a plethora of ielagtoue«ects. A letter 
from Australia, appearing ejsen^here [nihis 
issue will show the a^ooy of the friend iod 
relaelvai of [hoss who had becniDvciuled by 
such seen. ^ 
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A prayer for 
Riches 



Ofta^^' 



Dacca 



Tlie average fiangladealil is a, poor 
peasant oi fLsbermsa or tbe lllfc. Bat tbc tax 
paycrfl' munery js tbus squmidcvcd by tbe 
G^>vemmeDt^ It it in fact^ tJae pHig^t of tbe 
dev&lopiD£ cauQtfies thatlbeir Goveromeiits 
usiessly speed tiLigf vurns af m^oej/ to sacbfy 
people's reliftnus lentJmentR Our Preddeats^ 
MinisECrs and Polltlciaas never fail to attend 
religious fuDctlDDs and iD[>uth rellgiops slcsg- 
ans Atnofl^ thcKi ioai* in fact have little or 
no faith it any religion or god- And faith of 
iOiae othiTi is uierftty preiendtd. Seeiog 
t!3ese I ihink Sir JuIIud HLtxlcy had \ery 
aptly rtmarted, 'Anri!^ will drmhrlCEs mrviva, 
somctimei under the pintectioD of vetted 
ictere&t*,, .or as puppets used by 

WbeD I was S ytzn old, I believed in the 

greatness (sf tlie 5hab-tbjjf at prdycrs I had 
prated for vbc whole nigh 1- ^ty mother told 
me oot to keep aayscirawakB at aigbt' but I 



(Erjigbtened tbinttlal and bird 
work a\atie cin lift noe ahnve the 
moress ciirigporsTtceaiid poverty ipys 
this corrtsponderi' from BatigladcRb-Bd.) 



Shah-e-b^ra^ the illBhl of foilune is 
celebrated b> all MiTilims, world over. The 
rigbt -^fi seen by MusUms, is vtfv tatnd as 
the nieht of stvlailoo The EaDg^ladesh 
Covernmcot bad ttiojftht it necesaaij to form 
a Chandri dirshan committe to observe ili* 
noon o1 Satan or (o get th* jnfnfmEiUnn of 
obseivinB the moon. It had been decidtd bj/ 
Committee headed by ihe vice President, fn 
perform Tbe fell gioiis^;«!(cnnony on ih™t tlaM 
T*^Uh *^l*t' A huge am not had been sarcti- 
coed by the Preside tt t* celebarate ibe nighl 
In B fitting maaoer. Even small tcwos wrlH 
he lighted bri|htly. 



THE NO-V[RG]N; 

Twenty nuns were oti a pilgrim- 
age to Loiirdes wh$n tbelr plane crash 
ed Tiey ill of course, weoi U^ Iwavea 
where they were t*et hy St Peter and 
tbe TtCLjrdiag an?eK ^Welcoroe tea- 
derii", he said. *Jiist a pure formality,, 
Wtll all [1io*iB wtio arc virgins lake 
one »'*p for'-vartC* Thsre wis ftfi 
em h:ir rased itlence is oRly nititeeo 
stepped forward. 

The rec^^rdtng 4Dgel put down 
his p&n :i.nd turned to Peter arid said, 
'Excuse me but what shall we do 
with the deufone?" 
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cboM not to obey her My Eaotbcj' loved mt 
Jear[y, so stie al&i? kept late hL>iiri by sltUn^ 
beside Dic< Wbiiu f «vti:i ai my Sada far long 
hours, my mctber tbc^utht that I was ai<ii«ep: 
she would tak« tne in ber arms a [tempt to lay 
me: on [be bed. Bui sfie was destined to be 
disillusioned in an in^tftfit; aod I would begls 
my priyers all over agals 

Slowly It dawned on me that tht alleged 
T7sul[s or Shab e-biral prayeis were the 
■coDcoctioQ'oriileiDas^andDiultAhi. It wai 
a lidiculoijg fitiisl t tii ought but i e*vef 
meatioiire^ tbifi to th« 'believers' because pal 
wauld come their reid> ansvi^er-religiou! 
rJtiMis '&efliD (Jdiculoua oaly t£h th^sQ wlio aic 
unable to "e)[p<rieDce" the da 

The mullahf aailm&iD that if Anybody 
aipgs t!ie pni^ea of Allah ip tbis oigbt, hlf 
iicoMt would increase for tie following yeai 
and htSi stars woul be somrortablc SLibmrltltig 
tbenaBelvei to thia bcJief aL^ay perfctn tbese 
Prayers merely to be disiUutJaaed. How 
cuuld Atluli 'graat' them tbetr wish nnlesa 
they had worked Tor it ? 

So tlilfi restjvcr, ittcrcljf fana Ih^lr vvrsh' 
ful tbiDhiiig and eiicouajicis idleness. But 
Ibere is no let up in eating and m*rry- 
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aakiflg. Tile <mly posilve feature of this 
cvcotia thattlicpsur masKi forget their woes 
for a ni^bt, during the fesrivjiies indc«lebra- 
tion. But tbey k^oatiaue to stav whert they 
wflw, poM and eipjojteij evci afief the most 
fiiveal pr^yeits. Tbis Aja Khap is the ndi^at 
Qma in tbe tnuslim world Doet be say hiv 
ab*b-i-barit praycn regularly 1 Hi would 
rithcrftpcnd th« Uaieli] Denting Uie fiLrchas« 
of a few EiOre race b arses or In ncm^ has'iaeit 
veatLte! 

We s*e that many sudi rellgtous ctrctno- 
aks art practise^i by the Hindu comtounity 
a 3 wel t . The wouh i p of the foddess liluhmi 
j& (^* af thes» rittiefa a4 accordtai; to ibe 
Hindu script area, La ksh mi i^^ f^on^iderd to be 
the gcddess of weslth stnd prosperity. Th*re 
Bfie many p^upera wtio bad t^Jung on to sircb a 
Wv>rsip of Liikshiai Hut Mi- H«nfy F^trd 
an American, has bcccrne tli* richtst map k 
the; world i^itbc^ut wDrsbppiog god cess 
Lub^hrni ot h«r «qi)iv'-:ileuL if thi^rc b« uucji 
in the Christian rt ligion 

Simllsrly tht wii^rship of Saraawathj is 
supposed to bring ^Vidya* aad knowledse. 
Many worihlppersofSaraiWdttii are unleiie- 
crcd but tbcT. G u rude v T^^qrc was aa sealous 
worshlpptr of Saras waLhi. 

If Sh^b.fi-barat theo not a religjjug 
Geremony dcaiUi to th« LikihnI Q[ 
Saraswatlj? ^ 
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ON IDEOLOGICAL BATTLE 



Oncfl Derlfantl Russel wroie : Oo not use 
power to Biippore&s opioions y^u tliJftk perni- 
cious, for if you do tbe o pin Iocs *jn supprtss 
you* 

To prove Ihls lacl, w4 can cile several 
CN am pies from, tbc psiges of history We 
are siiH wiloesiini the c^^llseqneDces broiight 
about by the internal ^mcrQeDi::^ 

The flucikeyB orthodox meotalily end 
cleHcalisrn^ wcoW get agitited when we rebel 
against th« beliefs and cOQCeptiom of todiy« 
This is because^ rhey arc well aware of the 
TftCt taat. If tte rciililies arc publlslicd: it 
wouM ™daiig*r their existence in those fields 
of exploitation in which tfeey are engaied. 

THE STRUGGLE OF OP^OSITES: 

Tli« fitrtiggile of oppnKit«s Ik tbelijilla of 
develop meet' When controveraial ideas 
collide with cad other the scieniltic one 
w«uld sgfvive* TWi 1$ » tiatural law of Ideo- 
logical battle. The rifliteouiness ot falsi iy of 
a belief does not depend upon ttie iiumber of 
ItsfoUowcra. Against the CaCholic*' belicf- 
ftgftlrtst the reli&ioui beher-it was Copernicjs 
who pit forward trie laoderd theory of helio- 
ceatfic (siin at ceulrej salar systetn The 
procUma'ictt of the revnlytionflfy diiCOVCfy 
and such other scieiitific discoveries caused a 
lol fif I ouhle to their discoveror We. have rtad 
a.h&at the lrag.io dflath of imtno fr^srriMstofy. 
We have heafd about tbe Ust days of (jalileo 
Though all Iheje incidents took place, now-a- 
days, no JcligiiOT would daft say nny thing 
BgAmRt the Capernican theory of sdar Js/stem 
THa is bccaiiie a scjtntific truth c^otiot be 
suppressed. 

The victory ia suppressing the ideas and 
oplatona of Other by mete rial force i& not ■ 



perm^oecit one. Tbe iDteUectuai and rAtional 
□aethod of figbtiog agiin^l an ideclogy or an 
opisioa i^ noi: b^ suppr«9siop Ifueh^ht 
a^idlnst th? ldeoKg> and opinions of other u 
by ideotogicBi mea^s^there Is n^ need to make 
luppression. Id inch ca&es. If the itJeDlogy 
and opinions ate trr«ilonaI $nd absurd ^ ibe 
ratic^Tial nrid <;c]entiific cine «aD tna^ter it. 
Th]$ is the ttnaimer of waging ideological 
bait Jo, A 



Oi>«n Epx^ 



t«d 'Women 



Tfie then prcvasllng sociaL custom in 
India did allow Women ofocl^ certiiin Casteft 
to go about with their breasts ovectd The 
iDcalled low caste wcmet had to Uti\c their 
br«H3ts exposed t^ aU and sundry, when 
they ventured out of their houtes or huts. It so 
hap'pened that by 1S2S, a numbei of nomen 
of How ciste«^ not only hecatne con^ert!^ to 
Chrlfitianity bill also became educated. Tha 
hoary tr^citloa of half nakcdocis bQc«m« 
mt^uar^lly repugnant to them These Chrii* 

tiaa svomtn of Nftgercoll petitioneJ to th«lr 
gufus to inLcrveae* The foreign missionaries 
caused a kumble metnorEinduin praying for 
thfi privilege of the women covering the upper 
portiops of their bodies^ to be sent to ihe 
Native Ruler^ The rubr was graceful enough 
to coDced« but aai fully. Oaly high caste 
women coiild weare s. s^ree ta cnvcr their 
whole body. 

The "Low' castes were perraitied to wear 
juit a blouse nfhea thtj' weat out. Tbe edu- 
caECd women, Imm^diaily cxcrtiscti iheir 
tiewly^fin right They went into the thoroueh 
fares of Nagercoil as fully crelsed as caste 
women were. This provoked the wrath of 
tb« custodians of our tradition t~l be arctiaic 
anitmal in the form of hunau b«iDi$s, The 
hiih. caste Hindus attacked these women for 
the ^Iq of refusal to ^xpoac thfir appci balf. 

The latter resisted and rioting was the result. 

* * 
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CHILDREN'S CORNER 

(la ci^mmeinorjiitoa «jf -iIib curreni 
Inter DatioDAl Childrtu^i year, a new 
Teature iioder the above caption \& 
intrDduced from this monih 
Rcdders may like to aend with plecee 
which wiU be of interest to youtli. 
for public AtloD ID t bis reature.-Edo 

PR A HL AD 

nitftDypbahip ; Your arc :ju»t crizy'wiic«re 

is yoorgodP 

PfBlilidt : Believe me diddy! He h 

■fiy where amd every where ^ ^ 

Hey 1 evefywherc ? 

Hooeiily diddj>be Is efer y where ! 

Ql Hi HI, can you tbeci&fauw 'him' In 
this plliar ? 

oh, sure, you see ac>d In it- 

Btit Tm net ttble Co see It? 



P * 

P r 



P * You breat IhGod will cstne out from it 

M : (Kickini thfl pill a aaw ttte piiikl b«s 
peeled off- do 5/0 u coniider this p\A&m 
tcrinii as gud? 

P: Don't bes oci A hurry, father- you. kick it 

Hr (Kicking The pi Ihf more powerfullv)— 
DOW the plastering hm also given way— 
If you call the brick», wc uow s«c, as 
god-yei, I a^ree there is sod 

P : No dadd;! You kick it aiaia-lhis lioie 
you c^D cettaidly see the god. 

H tin tick it asaiiii I*in afraid that the en- 
tire plUar mfty tumble and fall on you.... 

P: Dop't be sill^. Tather-hfy fod|& g[A»t, 
He wjU appear and jcill you only 

B ; Let's sec f IkkiDg the pikar again with 
all the strefiib at hh commiidj whcxe ia 
Godf 

P r CShoutk-e fiotu underacatb tbc uwUap« 
s«d pillBrn Father pirate help me fattierl 
Bia dyint updcr the pillar-kindly save 
cne I am now convinced-there ia no fod 
in thtfi p|11ir-<}o4 1b no ^h«r»-P]Haa« 
save m^ 
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'Theft are clear Ifudicatiuna ciT the pras- 
e[)C« in India, as early h% fiiA-Buddhlit lltuet^ 
ofteachenof pyf^ mateMallim, and undou- 
btoSly ib*s# theoHei bate had nniDcroiii 
adh^renii in r»dia Crom thai period oawir^a 

to ihe present day Tfte Lokt^aii alloi^s 

Oily parceptlon as a means oriED«wlfiigep 
«fld rejects JaTercaK It recogalzc^ i^s the 
lole reality the tour elements, I «. malter. 
and teachei ±»K. whaa b body li farmei by 
tba ii^cimbiaa^laiii, uf eiemcata, tbt spirit aho 
Oomci iato citisttrLce, ji.ist Jike the iotoxi 
cfltiBg quality wUh the mixture of sp^^cial 
nwtfirials With the destruction ^ft Ik body 
the spirit iciumst agjiri lijia tiJtriifi^fiefs „ 
Tlie VcdflA ar* declared ta b? the idl« prating 
of Jcoiivea, chafacterissd by eIm three faults of 
yfltntlbfulnes;, i!iternn] contradiction and 
Lnd«s4 rcpr„titicFj:i '* Bn«fcl«paedia «r Religion 
AEtltdVo] VlfL 

EowtvcT, is Prof, ^juat puinti out in 
bii preface to OLD TESTAMENT OF 
INDIAN ATHIEISM, little or no effort has 
becQ toaJe to cumpilc Etie wdijajs of those 
Mfly rstignaliits In J 9 24 Prof, AD Stiagtri 
PnblisbeJ a bnok "of quotations along^ with 
hli commeiitiiryi but for the last fifty -three 



years ao on* followed up this i ail ial (IT*ft 
with a more coi:at^rchcag|ve anthology. 

This gap Prof. Aj a at has endeavoured to 
lilJ drawing o-i hU own ccpusidcribJe kaow- 
tcdgc of Hlodu gcripturei. His coll&etioQ of 
cuotatiOBS from Saiwkrit and Pali texts pioves 
that rationftlittD i* by uu meais alien to ludjas 
culture, aad has a lonf histarj/ wbieh Tun$ 
alfdost PEiraUel to Hindu i:>rtho4a!cy. 

Indeed it was thechtUenge thsit tJiis agoo- 
sticism posed to ainduisia tbat helped pii/ge 
It qf spec of lis mors dutiloD$ practices. 
oMfgbe i^eltgiaus thinkeri to deftod tfaejr 
views anl lift thiough lie precepts thet 
preacbed^ And It was out of this bealihy 
cciiirr?Dtatian that JtftiJam aod Auddbiira 
tmerged Id whicb the Tedie interest in »ods 
give place lo a more relevinl coricera fof the 
prtDCJp]c$ of tmratabiQ, Buddhist texts 
mentloii 62 bef«lic jects which qneftioned 
llie supremaey oftie Vfldas.and Jaio scip- 
itjfes llsi ^64 oonconformlst ichools *' 

Unlike other faiths, ladia a athcijm does 
itttt qcccssirily signify only [ij^ autrcg^b 
rejection of a thebtic coacept. but a] 44 a dw- 
bdjef of the Vedis aa n repository of perfect 
knowlcdj^e 

Since the wr1ting$^ of early Indiin itFiei- 
st3 w«B either dc-tToyed, suppressed or dist- 
orted when quoted ir) nHer cd (idle ule their 
point of ^iew. ih« pro&eu ofsiftiag through 
TVhat has come down to us iim^clved raiKft 
pjiinstaitin^ r«earcli This the author hw 
achii«v;d with the active cc^UqborAtiok of hh 
wife »Tid feMow-raiionailst Ms Soma Subk>k. 

Tbe aook is divided into three tuaia 
seetious^in I at rod uct ion followed by Poetry 
Tram ancient t«ts ^ni £naUy ■ Projc 
selection fn (he first part. Prof Ajuat tr3c«i 
the history of alhehm in India and t!ie 
character 4sf early FAtiaaAibm >*bjcb tlcicaii- 
ded scientiriv proof for an utderUandu^fif 
all p^eiiomeaon. UQderstanda>>ly these. 
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tbiakcrs weie limiled by an iDCOEdpktc 
id entire knowledge, aod th« b^li&f tbat tbcre 
DVcrc oftjy four cIcdqcdIb cou^i^ting of carlb^ 

ilr^, fire and witer. But wh alls rem a fk able 
IS that even mih this simplistic <ferivBtionof 
Dituie ibcy acht«v«d. a» much as tbey did, so 
tbat cincij nfthejr social f\nd maral concspti 
bavt rel evince ewD to day* 

Tbft ithei&ts oFaDci eat I adfa believed ia 
EivabbavB Vada whieh recogcJBcd that thtog* 
were aj» thvir nature tua<l« t1t«in,4ii^ nc^tino- 
vlcdged the u&iveisality of cauiatioa by 
tracing all chaogea to tlic Ikiog to which 
tLfry belong. 



Th«rt was ti0 god, oo aflef-Uft, no 
Karma to assign happiness 4>r mUer^ accor- 
ding to (Derit accii filiated ia socne rorme^ 
csi5tcn«::c> Tbey rejcG^ed the i til uriLy uf the 
Vedatf a ad vehem^Titly attackeii the priest- 
hood with its iDilstcnce on ucrifice^i rltuah 
and tie (ustom offerfng d^nj tc E fa h in Ids. 
Thty saw rcligioD ps an invcatit^Ei oT Jcvjuua 
mind* to exploit the credulity df people 
for iclQsh eads. 



On Qiittcrs of socijal mor^l [ty " tliey oppo- 
sed everytliiijEj IradiliunHUy rtgrdcd aa 
virtticua and devel^[)«r1 ttieiF ctwQ ootioiis on 
iruili, virtue and integrity " The test for iuch 
inora] values was Qot based oa the autburity 
or any written scHpttirc^ but oa whetEi«i itiey 
were harififul and aeainst humaaha. They 
therefori chose logk aa <tppos£^d t() logas., 
abO applying this reaiODtng lo social stfuatfoos 
SfiW thA Brahmin ns equal ta tlie Chand^^la, 
womta equal to ^ei, aad good lUlng as a 
posltiire materialiiDi with scope Far Joy. 



To tkv priestly class ihae beliefs appe- 
ared as the moAt hfifnniiK nf h<re:&iet "By 
Sdruti wc DCBQ Veda and Smrtti the Dh9rfna 



Sasthra," wrote Wanu. "Ttete two being 
the sources of Dhama must uot be judged 
by adverse argumeista. If a pfifion *■»& 
gieatef confidtiucB in Icigic disjegftrdt the 
Vedas and DJIiarma Sistra, he is to be conii- 
dered a d isbeli e ver ( Na sti lea } 1 ven i r au eh a 
pereon be.a nrahtnani fee must be tbrowD out 
of society." 

Tredjctably these "dbtielEev^r^" sufrued 
tlieir fair share of persecution. KflfigiDgaDd 
birnkg. not uulike the heretics Jbuind in 
other faitbs, the much-vauriled tcdiaa 
jpfiocipiei of aoaviolenc« and tokratioD were 
QOt estteaded to them. 

£arly lad J an ariiei«m was a healthy 
mcterialism with Us afllrmatlDD of til ibe 
good and positive things oflif« Then, as 
naw» it was '*a henity fruitful afirmation of 
alt ttom * ia whicl positive action works 
towards progresfi aod chsoge. 

In I the Tutroducliod, Prof- Ajnat also 
traces the historical development of modera 

atheism Jc lodi n, vvith an aceeuol of tbe ojg. 
atiliations which c!ii;t t«)day aioug with an 
iinpre9»lv« r^umber of pubMcalionj inrrgioiial 
laoguages Aud like all raiionaiists whose 
belierieads them in tbt topi of seeing reason 
trEumph he sa^s: 

"McmliDd iias be*n punished J crig And 
heavjiy fgr hi v tig cwsteH its eodli; aothidg 
but pain and persecution liave been mao'i lot 
since gods bepu. There is but one way oul 
of ih 3 blunder. Mn-i maH brealE his fetters 
which ha vechaiaed hita to the gates of beaven 
and he]|, ID thftt k* can begin ;o fashic^u otit 
of tils reai^valceaed and illutiiitt>f conscioEiioBs^, 
a new wnrld upr^o earth Atliei»[n Id its ncg- 
atioa of Gods Is it ttia same time the 
^troDgpst anirnatJOTi oTmiD." ^ 

^Ma. M,R. Bhatty, 
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FREBTHOUGHT 



Test for Reason No. 16 



LO VFi Bl RDS 

fik kEie has five koiis«»iD a row, each af 
a different eokur, ocupied by A«B, C, D 
and E [not in ordBr). AdODgest these ]$ 3 
BudisiL^ u CliristlBD, a HlcdD. a Jew and 1 
Mui^lim. Eieh cif thesf. ^tntlf.rain faA9 a 
liob?^ and owns a pet. Only one Amcogst 
the iwe is a DOD-smooker. 

1. C 14 a ]>ip«»maDk«r w)]BFes5 B. who 
itve; ia ihe ^lue hoise loves bis Ndls. 

2. The Budhi&t la fo^c of phctograpby 
the Muslim iceen od BDglJcg, 

3. Th« Jew lives la the bame del tb« 
ciitrEMaeriglit^ 

4 The cat Qwoer and I2ie ciorse ouvner 

are fB"-ili«sl ppart, 

:. Tbe rarthesc bouse fioci the bloe 

hauEi h the whie onei 

6 Tbe Muilim hs4 the Budblst and the 
UindJu S3 bii tiDEDediatc flipi{;liboi]irs 

7- The red borne is on the extreme left. 

$, E being a aooti-sitticker peticulatly 
bates the stlak of bi<in (hat bjs negbbour 

9. Dr, taves hmdog a ad is fmdoFsbtkar 

JO^ Tbe cigar smoker likci yachting. 

1 L A, w!io lives lo tbe gteeo hcuse^ doei 
not bave good relatiofis ihith C aitd £ 
but luclcily for Mm aeitber cf tbE:m b bji 
lEHEEKdi^te neighbour. 

12, Tbe one who li fond ofmajtic iriclct 



13 The parrot ownef ia not the cigareiiUa 
smoker's neighbour. 

Wbo owns tbe love-Kirds ? 

RULES : 

I. fhe entries should be received od or 
before 15-1-79. 

2 There is a prize of Us. 19 in tbe from af 
books to be sent to the winner, [f rbere 
are more than oie correct entry the prl/e 
mil be divider! equally* 

i. Readers are requested to quote tbeir 
m«nibertbt;> niimber or Subicriptlon 
Dumber. 

SOLUTION FOR TEST FOa 
REASON No. 13. 

It IS quite apparent to win equal amount 
La betting one ha$ tu bet a proputjicnate 
amount of that bet an Horse 1 . Hence ; of 
die amount bet O'n bone 1 should be bet on 
tiorse 2. Likewise 1/3, 1/4. and ]m^ of 
the amuL^nt JihouM be h«t od horses 3> 4 a ad 

5 leapectlveli . 

In short the business maa would hnvehet 
I2f0on Horse I, Rs 900 on horse 2, Rs 4«0 
$fi bofse 3. R$. 3CJ0 on Horse 4 and Rs. 200 
nn hrirse 5 rn gnt adividead of Etj. 3^00, irre- 
peotive of wbicbever herse wios tbe i^ce^ 
hereby gettiig a netproiit of Rs <O0/— 

Our hearty eoogratulatlooa to Ibe follc- 
wing whobave sent correct sclutioni for Test 
for Reason ;No. (5 : 

1 . Mr , B. K. Obosli,. Nigpiir 

2. Mr. G. R> MenOQ Ahniedabad 

3. Mr, R. N a ray a nan. New Dsllhi 

4. Mr. K. K. Subrtmanlajtii Karcdu 

Mr. R. NariyanaD^ Ne« DellhS letg the prize 
In the draw. 
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